REPORT OF THE
OXFORD CENTRE FOR
HEBREW AND
JEWISH STUDIES

2002-2003



OXFORD CENTRE FOR
HEBREW AND JEWISH STUDIES

YARNTON

Yarnton Manor, Yarnton
Oxford oxs 1pY, England

telephone: Oxford (01865) 377946
fax: Oxford (01865) 375079
email: enquivies@ochys.nc.uk

website: bttp://associnst.ox.ac.uk/ochis/

OXFORD TEACHING AND RESEARCH UNIT
IN HEBREW AND JEWISH STUDIES

The Oriental Institute
Pusey Lane, Oxford oX1 2LE, England
telephone: Oxford (01865) 278200
fax: Oxford (01865) 278190

Reygistered Charity No. 309720
ISSN 1368 9096

Cover illustration: A design based on
Hebrew printers’ motifs and the
names of printing contres

Designed by Pete Russell, Faringdon, Oxon
Typesct in 10/12pt Galliard by
Jobn Saunders Design & Production, Abingdon, Oxfordshire
Printed in Great Britain by
MPG Books Ltd., Bodmin, Cornwall



Contents

Preface 1

Israel Between Democratic Universalism and Particularist
Judaism: Challenging a Sacred Formula
PROFESSOR ILAN PELEG 5

Reading in the Twilight Zone: Homer and the Jews in
Antiquity PROFESSOR AHUVIA KAHANE 21

‘Have Mercy Now!”: A Piyyut for Rosh Hashanah Morning
DR ADMIEL KOSMAN 34

THE ACADEMIC YEAR

Michaelmas Term 2002 41
Hilary Term 2003 44
Trinity Term 2003 48
MSt in Jewish Studies 50
The Qumran Forum 58
The David Patterson Seminars 59

CONTINUING ACTIVITIES

The Leopold Muller Memorial Library 79
The Oxford Levantine Archaeology Laboratory 83
The Oxford Qumran Project 85
Journal of Jewish Studies 85
European Association for Jewish Studies 86
Looted Art Research Unit 86

Institute for Polish-Jewish Studies 87



Contents

The Website of the Oxford Centre for Hebrew and
Jewish Studies

Fellows’ Reports

Visiting Fellows’ and Scholars” Reports
Publications

Dissertations Submitted at the Centre, 2003

Books by Dr David Patterson BRAD SABIN HILL

LISTINGS

Governance of the Centre

Board of Governors

Academic Advisory Council

The Leopold Muller Memorial Library Committee

Members of the Oxford University Teaching and
Research Unit in Hebrew and Jewish Studies

Senior Members

Other Academic Officers
Visiting Fellows and Scholars
Staff

Professional Advisers
Statistics for 20022003

Friends of the Oxford Centre for Hebrew and
Jewish Studies

Sources of Funding

Donors of Books to the Leopold Muller Memorial
Library, 20022003

Books Acquired for the Library Through Special Funds

and Endowments

vi

88
39
97
107
I11

113

I21
122

124
126

127
128
131
133
135
137
137

138

140

142

144



Preface

THE award of a CBE to the Founder and Emeritus President, Dr
David Patterson, in the 2003 Queen’s Birthday Honours List brought
immense pleasure and pride to everybody at the Centre — as well as to
David and his family. The citation described the award as being ‘for
services to Jewish Studies’, apparently the first bestowal of a British
public honour in this domain.

As our own personal tribute to David we publish below (on pages
113-18) a bibliography of his published books, including translations
from the Hebrew, compiled by Brad Sabin Hill. At the same time we
wish him a speedy return to full health following a period of serious
illness at the end of August.

Recognition of David’s achievement was particularly fitting in the
year which saw the Centre’s students for the first time fully matricu-
lated in the University and its colleges, their successful completion of
the three-term course correspondingly producing an MSt degree.
Moves are in progress which it is hoped will enable previous holders of
the Diploma in Jewish Studies likewise to upgrade its nomenclature to
MSt, a proposal solidly founded on the fact that the level, content and
examination standard of the course are no different now from what
they were in previous years.

Special events at the Centre during the year included the Isaiah
Berlin Lectures in Middle East Dialogue, delivered respectively by
Professor Avraham Sela, Professor Shlomo Avineri (both from the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem) and Shlomo Ben-Ami (ex-Foreign
Minister of Israel, formerly professor at Tel Aviv University and an
Oxford DPhil). The lectures, intended as a contribution to balanced
understanding and efforts towards peace in Israeli-Arab relations, were
made possible by the generosity of a donor from Continental Europe.
Further lectures are planned for 2004. Principal responsibility for their
organization is in the hands of Dr Emanuele Ottolenghi, Leone
Ginsburg Fellow in Israeli Law, Politics and Society. Special thanks are
due to Lady Berlin for allowing her late husband’s name to Dbe
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attached to the lectures, recalling his unswerving advocacy, to the very
end of his life, of negotiation and compromise as the route to Middle
East scttlement.

The Centre was also pleased to host one of the lectures delivered in
Trinity Term 2003 by Dan Diner, Director of the Simon Dubnow
Institute for Jewish History and Culture, Leipzig, and in Oxford as
Bertelsmann Visiting Professor of European Jewish Studies. The title
of Professor Diner’s lecture series was ‘State, Society and Memory:
Jewish Experience and Historiographical Change in Europe After
1989°.

International conference activity during the summer of 2003 com-
prised three major events: the European Association of Jewish Studies
meeting organized by Professor Jonathan Webber on ‘Teaching the
Holocaust in Higher Education in Europe’; a month-long workshop
on ‘Representation of the “Other”: Jews in Medieval Christendom’,
tfunded by the National Endowment for the Humanities and directed
by Professor Irven Resnik of the University of Tennessee at Chat-
tanooga; and a three-day conference on ‘Yiddish After the Holocaust’,
assembled and directed by Dr Joseph Sherman.

Professor Tom Levy of the University of California at San Diego
was inspired by his tenure of a Skirball Visiting Fellowship to seek a
more permanent institutional link with the Centre and with his
archaeologist colleagues elsewhere in Oxford. The establishment and
objectives of the Oxford Levantine Archaecology Laboratory are
oulined on pages 83—4 below.

Congratulations are duc to Martin Goodman, Professor of Jewish
Studies, on his appointment to a two-year Research Readership of the
British Academy. As a condition of the award Martin is freed entirely
from his normal academic duties for those two years (2003-5).

The Centre’s teaching staff has been strengthened by the appoint-
ment of Jill Middlemas as Lector in Biblical Hebrew, releasing Dr
Alison Salvesen to pursue her researches as Fellow in Jewish Bible Ver-
sions. In this connection, my apologies are due to Dr Anselm Hage-
dorn (former Junior Research Fellow) whose departure for a post in
the Humboldt University, Berlin, I omitted to mention in last year’s
Report. Anselm was made a Senior Associate of the Centre, and has
continued to remain very much in touch.

In the Library there has been notable progress, under the energetic
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direction of Dr Piet van Boxel, in linking the Centre to OLIS (the
Oxford Libraries Information System) and putting our catalogues
online.

On the Board of Governors the most important change was that, on
the proposal of the President, all Fellows of the Centre became auto-
matically entitled to attend Governors’ meetings, subject only to a
proviso that they may be asked to withdraw during discussion of busi-
ness specifically involving the Governors® trustee responsibilities. As
regards individual membership, four Governors resigned: Dr Glenda
Abramson as Faculty Representative for Oriental Studies; Richard
(‘Dick’) Repp on retirement from the Mastership of St Cross College
— in which capacity he gave valuable support and sage advice to the
Centre over many years; Lisbet Rausing for personal reasons, to give
more time to her young family; and Sidney Brichto on his appoint-
ment, together with Tony Byrne, as Special Adviser to the President
for fund-raising matters.

We also welcomed four new Governors: Dr Diana Walford, incom-
ing Principal of Mansfield College; Dr John Muddiman, Fellow of
Mansfield in New Testament Studies; Professor Ritchie Robertson,
whose field is German literature, including Yiddish; and Roger
Wingate of the Harold Hyman Wingate Foundation.

In line with current best practice, the Centre invited tenders to select
its auditors for a period beginning in 2002. Wenn Townsend were
appointed in succession to Mazars Neville Russell. Among staff
changes, mention must be made of the departure after more than
cleven years of the Centre’s receptionist, Michelle Ghagan. We wish
her well in her new job - located near enough to the Centre for her
to attend the summer student party. Her successor is Mrs Margaret
Cobley.

Alan Hawkins, husband of our Domestic Supervisor Sylvia, and
himself a former staft member, very sadly died on 6 August 2003. His
funeral took place at St Bartholomew’s Church on 14 August.

Last, and far from least, as reported in the spring Newsletter, the dona-
tion to the Centre of the adjacent property of Mead Farm was finally
accomplished early in 2003. Apart from the psychic satisfaction of

aa
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possessing 45 acres of agricultural land, the Centre has planning per-
mission to convert the derelict farm buildings into a number of resi-
dential units for Visiting Fellows or for students. The opportunity
adds a further £1 million to our capital fund-raising objectives, on top
of existing targets for new fellowships in Hebrew, Rabbinics and other
areas, as well as the Levantine Archacology Laboratory mentioned car-
lier. How rapidly these targets will prove achievable is of course uncer-
tain. But resting on our laurels we are certainly not.

September 2003 PETER OPPENHEIMER
President



Israel Between Democratic Universalism
and Parvticulavist Judaism:
Challenging a Sacred Formula'

ILAN PELEG

THE TENSION BETWEEN the commitment of most Israelis to the
Jewishness of the State, on the one hand, and to its democratic princi-
ples, as they understand these, on the other hand, is one of the most sig-
nificant and complex issues faced by contemporary Israclis. One scholar
summed up the dilemma succinctly: ‘As a democratic State Israel must
serve the needs of all its citizens; as the State of the Jewish people its
function is to pursue particularistic goals’ (Kretzmer, 1990, 176).

This tension is central to a political struggle that has been fought in
Israel for the past three decades (Peleg, 1998), for in some ways a conflict
between loyalty to the demands of universalistic democracy and the
tenets of a particularistic nationalism has been present in the Zionist
movement from its birth. This has been noted in one of the most famous
texts on Isracli politics, by Horowitz and Lissak (1990), and emphasized
in even stronger terms by other analysts (Ezrahi, 1993, 256-7).

The contrast between ‘universalists” and ‘particularists’ among early
and late Zionists has been somewhat overemphasized by liberal inter-
preters of Israeli politics, hoping to demonstrate that their camp is less
nationalistic than it actually is, but the distinction between the two
approaches has merit. The dual commitment to the principles of
democracy and to the Zionist agenda has been incorporated into ofhi-
cial documents of the Israeli State, including the foundational Declara-
tion of Independence of May 1948 which asserts that Eretz Israel was
the birthplace of the Jewish people and declares that the Jewish State in
Palestine will welcome Jewish immigrants from every country of their
dispersion. At the same time, this document promised the development

U This is an expanded version of a David Patterson Seminar delivered on 16 October
2002 and of a lecture given at St Antony’s College on 1 November 2002. The author
wishes to express his appreciation for the support both of the Centre and of St Antony’s
College.
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of the country for the benefit of all its inhabitants, committing the new
State to the “full social and political equality of all its citizens’.

Israeli ‘Basic Laws’ explicitly enshrine the notion that Israel is ‘Jewish
and democratic’; as do rulings by the Isracli High Court of Justice. Most
recently, in an historic decision of 8 March 2000 related to the case
known as Qa’adan v. Karzir (HJC 6698/95 Qn’ndan v. Isracl Land
Authority, Kedar, 2000), the High Court reiterated its position that
Israel is committed to both its Jewish and its democratic character.

The tension inherent in this dual commitment will almost certainly
continue to dominate Israeli politics for many years and affect the most
important questions, including the future of the West Bank and Gaza,
relations between Jews and Palestinians inside Israel and the status of
organized religion (particularly Orthodox Judaism) within the Isracli
polity.

A Multidimensional Approach

My approach to this important issue will be panoramic and interdisci-
plinary, since only by adopting a broad approach informed by several
disciplines and perspectives can one discover central aspects of, and pos-
sibly some solutions to, this complex issue.

I propose to look at the tension between Israel’s democracy and its
Jewishness from at least five perspectives:

a. Historical Contemporary Israel, and especially the attitudes of
the majority of its citizens, cannot possibly be understood outside
the confines of the Zionist project and even the framework of
Jewish history in general. Thus, the commitment of most Israelis
to the ‘Jewishness’ of their State is attitudinally firm, despite the
sharp disagreement among Israeli Jews as to the precise meaning
of that Jewishness.

b. Legal The status of all Israelis, Jews and non-Jews alike, is
defined in several pieces of legislation, constitution-like docu-
ments and court rulings. It is therefore important to look at the
relationships  between Jewishness and democracy from a
legal /constitutional perspective, while (in the spirit of our inter-
disciplinary approach) avoiding at all costs a narrow legalistic
approach.
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¢. Socio-political While the historical past would undoubtedly
impact on the resolution of the Jewish/democratic tension, and
while legal considerations will inform formal institutions that will
determine that resolution, it is likely that the issue will be decided
primarily by a mixture of socio-political factors such as the overall
relations between Jews and Arabs within the State, and the demo-
graphic balance between them, or international pressures.

d. Comparative The vast majority of studies dealing with the issue
lack a comparative dimension, thus preventing the type of insight-
ful analysis that emerges from comparison with other cases. Since
the particularistic/universalistic tension within Israel is present in
other societies, the analysis could benefit from a broader perspec-
tive than is oftered by most studies.

e. Normative While modern social science has often claimed dis-
engagement from ‘values’ in an effort to produce objective obser-
vations and analysis, my own inquiry is based on the assertion that
such disengagement is neither possible nor desirable. It is impor-
tant and realistically required to distinguish clearly between
empirical and normative positions and to make explicit any and all
‘value-based” positions.

My analysis throughout this paper will be committed to these perspec-
tives and principles as much as possible.

The Isvaeli Duality

The ‘dual commitment’ inherent in the Israeli political reality has led
Israel to adopt since its establishment both ‘Jewish® and democratic
policies. Such policies, however, have often collided, and are likely to
continue to collide even more severely in the future. Acting Jewishly,
the State sponsored the immigration of millions of Jews under a contro-
versial ‘Law of Return’ (1950), acquiring lands specifically in order to
“Judaize’ the country (Yiftachel, 2000) and especially areas inhabited by
Arabs (such as the Galilee). It developed an educational system
designed to inculcate Jewish values (Dror, 2003), adopted Jewish myths
and symbols (Zerubavel, 1995) and granted special recognition to
Orthodox Judaism.

Acting democratically, the State of Israel has established an elected
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legislature, conducted orderly elections in regular intervals, adopted
most (although significantly not all) Western freedoms, enacted Basic
Laws (although, significantly again, not a constitution or a bill of
rights) to regulate important aspects of public life, has recognized an
independent judiciary and has allowed vibrant and open debate on
most political issues.

Despite these significant democratic achievements, recognized by
some of the most prominent political analysts (Dahl, 1971; Lijphart,
1977, 1984 ), Israel’s democracy has been problematical in several areas
due to its particularistic commitments. The largest minority within the
State, Palestinian Arabs who are Isracli citizens (or ‘Israeli Arabs’ as
they are often known), has not been able to achieve full equality, either
as individuals or as a group. Systematic discrimination has been noted
in numerous arcas, including education, employment, housing, land
purchase, immigration and citizenship (Kretzmer, 1990; Rouhana,
1997). The political status of the minority remains volatile: while Arab
children ordinarily attend Arab schools and Moslems and Christians
Arabs are recognized as members of religious communities, autonomy
status was not given to the Arab minority despite its considerable size
and distinct character. Arabs are not recognized as a countrywide
national group with legitimate representation towards the State and
towards the majority. Moreover, within the Israeli political culture,
even the most moderate Arab parties are perceived as unfit to serve in
Isracli government.

Despite some improvements in the conditions of Arabs (Smooha,
2002}, it is hard to maintain that Isracl is moving decisively toward civic
equality. Although the High Court of Justice has recently decreed that
road signs must be also in Arabic (an otficial language in Israel, along
with Hebrew), majority-minority relationships have deteriorated since
the outbreak of the Al-Agsa Intifada and the riots that resulted (Octo-
ber 2000), leading to the shooting of thirteen Arab citizens. In 2001,
Freedom House, in its famous annual report, dropped Israel’s civil-lib-
erties rating from 2 to 3 (Freedom House, 2002), reflecting this reality
or its perception.

Israel’s dual commitment to Jewishness and democracy impacts,
however, not only on Arab-Jewish relations, but on relations within the
Jewish majority. Many so-called secular, non-religious or non-obser-
vant Jews resent deeply the continuous interference of the Orthodox
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establishiment in their lives, rooted in the so-called Status Quo Agree-
ment of 1947 and enshrined in several pieces of Israeli law. Indeed, by
Western and increasingly worldwide standards religion is unusually
obtrusive in Isracl. If freedom from religion, along with freedom of reli-
gion, is one of the expected values of modern democracy, Israel’s
democracy is flawed indeed.

Moreover, some Ultra-Orthodox groups have enjoyed special privi-
leges since the establishment of the State in violation of democratic
principles (see below). Not only have Yeshivot (talmudic academies)
received generous financial allocations of public funds, but in 2002 the
Knesset approved, officially and legally, the exemption of their students
from military service.

The frequent collisions between the State’s commitment to democ-
racy and the Jewishness of the majority — defined religiously (adherence
to Judaism), ethnically (loyalty to Jewish history and culture) or ideo-
logically (support of Zionism) — raise several critical questions:

a. Is the dual commitment itself oxymoronic, in the sense that Israel
cannot possibly be really democratic while its majority is loyal to a
Jewish agenda?

b. Ifwe reject the proposition that Israel cannot be both democratic
and Jewish, thequestion is how can Israel achieve both goals? If we
assume that not every mix of'Jewish and democratic’ meets the
minimal requirements of democracy, we need to identify a balance
between these two value systems that would be acceptable.

c. Is the real choice for Isracl between being a fully democratic
Western State, in which religion and ethnicity are privatized and
all citizens treated equally (both as individuals and as groups), or
being an ethno-national polity or at best an ‘ethnic democracy’?
(Smooha, 1990, 1997, 2002).

Political and Scholarly Camps

Before we address these questions it is important to look, however
briefly, at opinions regarding an appropriate solution to the balance
between democracy and Jewishness, both in terms of the Israeli public
and among scholars in the field. Insofar as the Israeli public is concerned,
three major camps are discernible. The first, on the particularistic end of

9
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the spectrum, believes that Israel ought to be committed primarily to its
Jewishness. While members of this camp generally recognize democracy
as a desirable common good, they view it as secondary to the country’s
Jewishness (¢.g. Cohen, 200r1). This position is common among nation-
alists and especially in religious circles. The late Chief Rabbi of Israel,
Shlomo Goren, used to say, in the spirit of that attitude, that ‘democracy
is not mentioned in the Torah even once’ (Levontin in Barak-Erez, 1996,
74).

The position of the particularists could be summed by two
propositions:

a. The requirements of democracy and the interests of the Jewish
people are sometimes incompatible;

b. If and when such incompatibility occurs, the interests of the
Jewish people and their State (Israel) take precedence.

While the State of Isracl has never formally accepted this position (in
fact it denies it by consistently maintaining its equal commitment to
Jewishness and democracy), most Isracli governments to date have,
arguably, adopted this position most of the time. Steps toward a more
balanced approach have been hesitant at best. I will argue at the end of
this essay that more decisive steps toward a new balance are not only
possible, but necessary and just, and that they are unlikely to endanger
the Jewish character of the State of Israel.

The second camp among Israclis argues that Isracl must choose
democracy over Jewishness, decisively and openly. While people who
belong in this camp agree with their Rightist opponents that democracy
and Jewishness constitute often incompatible value systems, they prefer
democracy to Jewishness on the grounds of universalism.

Within the second camp we find, in fact, two political solutions to
the Jewishness-Democracy tension. Some analysts support the trans-
formation of the ‘Jewish and democratic’ State into ‘a State of all its
citizens’, a formula that would presumably turn Israel into a typical
Western liberal democracy, with equality for all citizens as individuals
and State neutrality toward cach ethnic and religious group. Others
within the second camp would support full equality of individuals
(‘liberalism’), but insist that the State become an Arab-Jewish bi-
national entity.

10
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Unlike the other two camps, the second is ethnically mixed, includ-
ing Arab intellectuals such as Azmi Bishara, Asad Ghanem and Nadim
Rouhana, but also Jewish intellectuals such as Baruch Kimmerling,
Tlan Pappe, Yoav Peled and Oren Yiftachel (e.g. Ghanem, Rouhana &
Yiftachel, 1998).

The largest camp in Israel, described appropriately as ‘hegemonic’
(Smooha, 2002, 500), endorses the definition of the State as ‘Jewish
and democratic’. This position accepts three main ideas on the basis of a
philosophical position, an empirical judgment and pragmatism: (a)
Isracl’s commitments to Jewishness and democracy are fundamentally
compatible; (b) Israel has, in fact, kept both of its commitments; (c) the
‘formula’ is a reasonable compromise between two competing forces
(Gavison, 1996, 1999).

My thesis here and in other places (e.g. Peleg, 1908, 2000) is that
while historically Isracl’s democratic record has not been particularly
good (Lustick, 1980; Kretzmer, 1990; Rouhana, 1997), especially in
regard to the broad and substantive requirements of modern Western
liberal democracy (see below), in principle ‘Jewishness’ and democracy
might be compatible — provided, however, that the cthno-national
nature of the Tsraeli State is significantly curtailed and, even more fun-
damentally, the democratic requirements maximized and enhanced.

While T tend to agree with the efforts to balance the conflicting
requirements, reflected in the approaches offered by such commentators
as Alan Dowty (c.g. 1999), Ruth Gavison (e.g. 1999a, 1999b) and Sammy
Smooha (e.g. 2002), my inclination is to endorse a solution by which the
old formula of the Israeli State — ethnic democracy — is discarded and
replaced with a new formula based on symbolic attachment to the State’s
Jewishness and climination of all material manifestations of ethnic dis-
crimination. Put differently, only complete equality of all citizens as indi-
viduals and groups can guarantee Israel’s future as a genuine democracy.

While my approach might be perceived as radical, I believe that it is
needed in view of the fact that the old formula — identified correctly by
Smooha (1990) and Peled (1992) as ‘ethnic democracy’ — is unlikely to
work for long. The violent clashes between Arabs and Jews in two
Intifadas are possibly a sign of things to come. Morcover, intellectual
and liberal circles in Israel (including the State’s High Court in its
Qa’adan v. Katzir decision and other rulings) have come to recognize
that new ideas are needed.

11



Israel Between Democratic Universalism and Pavticularist Judaisn

Democracy

All arguments about the compatibility of Israel’s Jewishness and
democracy depend to a large extent on what precisely one means by
‘democracy’. The problem with the notion of democracy — more so
than with almost any other political idea — is that it is ‘an essentially con-
tested concept’ (Gallie, 1962) open to numerous definitions. A particu-
lar problem in regard to Isracl’s democracy is that many analysts do not
define precisely what they mean by ‘democracy’. My own position is
that the discussion on how democratic Israel can be despite its Jewish
commitment will not be fruitful unless we are clearer in our minds
about the requirements of democracy and apply them rigorously to the
Israeli case.

The approach to democracy which I will apply to the case of Israel is
characterized by several general positions. First, I view democracy not
as a dichotomy (in the sense that a polity cither has it or not), but as a
continuum, meaning that the question is rather how much democracy a
polity has. Second, my tendency is to take a broader rather than a nar-
rower position on what constitutes democracy. Thus I am uncomfort-
able with approaches that identify democracy with a set of ‘liberties’
guaranteed through a set of formal procedures and institutions, despite
the fact that this is the essence of the position taken by some prominent
analysts (e.g. Dahl, 1971). Thirdly, my approach to democracy is hierar-
chical: it identifies the requirements for democracy by going from a
lower (that is, less demanding) requirement to a higher (more demand-
ing) level. Such an approach allows one to deal not merely with the
issuc of whether a country is democratic or not, but to what extent it is
democratic: it facilitates a discussion on the quality of a country’s
democracy.

This three-pronged approach to democracy leads me to develop a
definition of democracy that contains three components. A fully-
fledged democracy must meet the following requirements:

a. a minimalist requirement: regular, fair and free elections in order
to establish the rule of the majority;

b. a mid-range requirement: legal protection for fundamental free-
doms such as speech and assembly, including freedom of and
from religion;

12
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¢. a maximalist requirement: guaranteed equality for all individual
citizens and social groups before the law, as well as in practice.

In the case of Israel the record is mixed, all problems in terms of the
quality of Isracl’s democracy stemming directly from the country’s
adherence to its ‘Jewishness’. In terms of the first requirement, Israel
has, since its establishment, on the whole conducted free and fair regu-
lar clections. Nevertheless, the tension between Jewishness and democ-
racy has been manifested when parties judged to be running against the
Jewish or democratic nature of the State were declared illegal by the
High Court (in the Al-Ard case, HCJ 1/65, Yeredor v. Chairman of the
Central Election Committee), by the Knesset (in a law passed in 1985), or
by the Central Election Committee acting presumably in accordance
with that law. A party, for example, cannot now run for the Knesset if it
proposes to replace the State of Isracl with a bi-national State, even if it
propagates its position and suggests that this be done through demo-
cratic and non-violent means. A decision by the High Court allowing
two Arab parties to run in the 2003 elections, despite a decision to the
contrary by the Central Election Committee, suggests that Israel might
be liberalizing in regard to the first requirement of democracy.

In regard to the second requirement of democracy the Israeli record
is even more mixed. First, the various freedoms and liberties given to
Isracli citizens are yet to be codified in a constitution, bill of rights or
other such comprehensive and protected document. Secondly, while
the State has progressed enormously since 1948 in terms of certain free-
doms (freedom of speech, for instance, being enshrined in the High
Court decision known as Kol Ha’am), the democratic record has not
been satisfactory in regard to freedoms related to the State’s Jewishness,
as perceived by the founding fathers and since. Thus the State of Israel
is today extraordinarily intrusive in regard to issues defined by it as ‘reli-
gious’, but viewed in most other countries as matters belonging to a cit-
izen’s ‘private sphere’. The requirement for marriage in Israel, for
example, violates the worldwide acceptance today of civil marriage, as
well as of intermarriage by individuals from different religions, which is
an option not open to Israclis.

The most difficult situation, however, arises in regard to the third
requirement of democracy, that of equality of all citizens before the law
and in practice. In terms of equality, particularly between national

13
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groups and their members (that is between Arabs and Jews), Isracli
democracy has proven to be flawed. Discrimination arises principally in
regard to acquiring citizenship (where Jews have an advantage through
the Law of Return) and land, where non-Jews are prevented from pur-
chasing land under the sovereignty of the State, including roughly 93
per cent of the total area of the country (Kimmerling, 2002, 1120). In
general, only Jews are entitled to group rights in Israel (Smooha, 2002;
Peled, 1992), and the lack of collective rights to other groups impacts
negatively on the individual rights of their members (Kimmerling,
2002, 1124 ), as is shown in detail in several books (Lustick, 1980; Kret-
zmer, 1990; Rouhana, 1997). Chief Justice Barak has called publicly for
full equality for Arabs, stating that there can be no true democracy in
Israel without it (Freedom House, 2000—2001, 28).

The lack of equality stemming from the State’s commitment to ‘Jewish-
ness’ is not limited to Arab-Jewish issues. Thus, the imposition of
Orthodox halakhic law in Israel leads to discrimination against women
as a group and as individuals (Lahav, 2000; Chesler and Haut, 2000),
and the State has systematically privileged the Orthodox population to
the detriment of the secular population (for example by granting special
exemption from military service, an autonomous educational system
and generous allocations to Yeshivot).

Democracy and Stability

My analysis of the tensions between democracy and Jewishness is by no
means limited to an idealistic attachment to the notion of a perfect
democracy. The three-pronged definition of democracy offered here
assumes that most democracies are Jacking in one way or another. A
more fundamental question than whether Israel is a true democracy is
the question of whether the current Israeli political model of unre-
strained ethnic hegemony is sustainable in the long run. If the answer
to that question is ‘no’, then one has to ask whether there is a solution
to a condition that has now survived for fifty-five years.

The Israeli formula of ‘a Jewish and democratic State’; and the reality
of ethnic domination on which it rests, require a comparative perspec-
tive. In general, although not invariably, unrestrained ethnic domina-
tion of the type we sce in Israel today leads to instability, violence,
explosion and the eventual decline of the polity. Examples of such fatal

14
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instability include pre-1974 Cyprus, pre-1998 Northern Ireland, Sri
Lanka, the former Yugoslavia and South Africa. In none of these situa-
tions was an ethnic regime, however determined and powerful, able to
hold on to exclusive power indefinitely. While several ethno-national
regimes — defining themselves particularistically despite their diversity —
disintegrated under the pressure of their own detachment from reality,
other regimes found a way of reformulating the rationale for their
being.

My general conclusion is that an ethnicized polity such as Israel has
to make a choice among several alternatives: (a) refusal to transform sig-
nificantly despite pressures to democratize (Turkey is a good example);
(b) transformation in the spirit of enhanced democratization and
greater inclusion (examples include the constitutional changes over the
last twenty years in Spain, Northern Ireland and South Aftica); (c) fur-
ther ethnicization in response to diversity (e.g. Serbia under Milosevic,
Slovakia under Meciar). In general, Isracl has adopted the first route,
maintaining the status quo despite pressure to move towards more
inclusive democracy. A comparative analysis suggests that such a choice
could prove fatal.

Moving Towards Democvatic Inclusion

If Israel must change in its own best interests, how should this be done
and in what direction? Can the sacred formula ‘Jewish and democratic’
be salvaged or must it be discarded as ultimately undemocratic?

In principle, if the Jewish majority decides to create a more inclusive
Israel, it can move in two analytically distinct but practically linked
directions. First, Israel can make what might be called integrative-lib-
eral moves, dismantling all discriminatory policies toward Arabs as indi-
viduals and establishing a genuine liberal democracy. Under this
formula Arab citizens would be able to buy land anywhere in the State,
obtain jobs (including governmental positions) in accordance with
their skills and so forth. Moreover, discriminatory practices directed
against Arabs, such as organized campaigns against selling them apart-
ments and even the imposition of harsher sentences by the courts,
would be eliminated.

Second, Israel could move toward a more inclusive democracy by
going in a ‘consociational direction’, which would involve enhancing
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the recognition and protection given to the Arab minority as a distinct
national group. Consociational arrangements, recognition and even cul-
ture already exist within the diverse Jewish majority, which could be
extended to the Arab minority. Thus, Arabs could be given fully-fledged
personal autonomy (Smooha, 1999), granting them direct control over
the most important aspects of their communal lives, such as education.
‘Functional autonomy ... may be necessary to counter ... support for
territorial autonomy or total separation’ (Dowty, 1999, 12). Arabs could
also be enabled to shre more fully and fairly in the national wealth, their
more moderate parties could be invited to serve in the government and
their symbols could be incorporated into the country’s laws of recogni-
tion, creating a common Israeli identity that is civic and overarching.

While liberal and consociational changes could ease the inter-ethnic
clash within Israel, they are unlikely to turn Israel into a bi-national pro-
ject, a result that the Jewish majority would never accept. Such changes
would merely recognize the bi-national reality of contemporary Israel
and incorporate it into the country’s governmental structure, thus
increasing the congruence between society and polity for the benefit of
long-term stability.

A decisive action of the type discussed here could give Israeli Arabs a
reason to identify with the State, while the continuation of a policy of
discrimination and exclusion would negate such possibility. The role of
the Israeli leadership in bringing about such a change is crucial, but to
date we have witnessed minimal attention to this problem.

Is ‘Jewish and Dewmocratic’ Salvageable?

The sacred formula defining Israel as ‘Jewish and democratic’, used by
Israeli institutions such as the Knesset and HCJ and accepted by most
individuals, has not worked well over the first fifty-five years of the
State. The term ‘Jewish’ has been expressed as exclusivist, hegemonic
control of the majority in all areas. Short of declaring Israel a halakhic
State, the term ‘Jewish’ was interpreted as comprehensively as possible.
The term ‘democratic’, on the other hand, has been interpreted rather
narrowly, in the sense of majority rule and fundamental liberal free-
doms to all citizens, but pointedly no political equality on an individual
or group basis, or recognition or protection for minorities in what had
become in effect a ‘Jewish Republic’.
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Although the Israeli majority is determined to maintain an Israel that is
Jewish and democratic, the existing balance between those two compo-
nents might change, decisively increasing the weight of the State’s
democracy and proportionately decreasing its Jewishness (as it is cur-
rently defined), especially in areas where such an overtly particularistic
definition is injurious to the democratic quality of the State.

On the basis of what principle can such a transformation be effected?
I would argue that a polity may justifiably define itself particularistically
(as many polities do) only insofar as such a definition does not result in
the substantive and material discrimination of members of the polity
(that is, its citizens). Self-definition that results in systematic discrimina-
tion is democratically unacceptable.

Inherent in my position is the argument that in the case of Israel, as
in numerous other cases, one needs to distinguish between the sym-
bolic level (where the majority’s particularism may prevail without seri-
ous injury to democracy) and the material one, where particularist
features of a regime result in real discrimination.

An Israel that eliminates all particularist features that result in dis-
crimination against non-Jews will still be ‘Jewish’ in several important
ways: the Jewish majority will be sustained, the dominant language will
remain Hebrew and the culture Hebraic and Jewish, and most of the
symbols accepted within Isracli society will continue to be rooted in the
Jewish tradition. Even the controversial Law of Return could survive
the type of reconstruction suggested here, especially if a Palestinian
State with its own law of return is established side-by-side with Israel.
Not only could the Law of Return be defended as a historical, collective
act of affirmative action, taken by the international system towards the
Jewish people, but on the level of principle one could defend discrimi-
nation in admitting people to the polity (a practice used by many
nations). On the other hand, it is impossible to defend discrimination
against individuals or groups once they are already citizens: such dis-
crimination negates the most important principle of democracy.

The transformation of Israel into a full liberal democracy via the elim-
ination of all forms of material discrimination could be achieved with-
out endangering the overall Jewish character of the State. Numerous
countries all over the world have a dominant culture existing side by
side with minority ones, but without substantive (let alone formal) dis-
crimination against minorities or their individual members. If Israel
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decides to go through the transformation proposed here, the sacred
formula ‘Jewish and democratic’ could survive, albeit in a significantly
reduced form. It will become a reminder of archaic, ethnically based
discrimination that has been passed by on Israel’s way toward genuine
democracy.
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Reading in the Twilight Zone: Homer
and the Jews in Antiquity

AHUVIA KAHANE

A sToRY 1IN the Talund (Menahot 9ob) describes how ‘Ben Damah
the son of Rabbi Ishmael’s sister once asked Rabbi Ishmael: May one
such as I who has studied the whole of the Torah, learn Greek Wisdom?
He [Rabbi Ishmael] thereupon read him the following verse, “This
book of the Torah shall never leave your mouth, but you must think of
it [without pause] by day and by night” (Jeshua 1:8). Go then, [said
Rabbi Ishmael to his nephew,] and find a time that is neither day nor
night, and in that time learn Greek Wisdom.’

Ben Damah, the nephew, clearly fancied himself as a scholar since,
having ‘studied the whole of the Torah’, he now wanted some new read-
ing material. Yet his words suggested he was a childish novice who
might have been saying ‘I’ve finished my vegetables, Uncle Ishmael.
Can I have a sweet now?’ Uncle Ishmael accordingly responded by
quoting the biblical verse: vehagita bo yoman: valoylah, ‘you must think
of the Torah and study it by day and by night’, probably because it is
something every Jew should know. Indeed, had Ben Dama been a true
scholar, he would have known that there is no time for anything Greek
in a Jew’s intellectual diet.

Strangely, however, Rabbi Ishmael did not stop here, but added a
quizzical supplement.! ‘Go then’, he told his nephew, ‘and find a time
that is neither day nor night, and in that time learn Greek wisdom?’.
Now, why, we might ask, did Ishmael have to spoil a perfectly clear,
succinct answer, as though to respond to Little Ben Dama, ‘Certainly,
my boy, have as many sweets as you like, but never eat them by day, and
never by night”.

Part of the exercise was to expose Ben Dama’s pretensions, of course.
But was Rabbi Ishamel merely speaking in jest? The question whether a
Jew should look beyond his own culture is a serious one, and the

' The notion of supplementarity is prominent in Jewish thinking (we need think only
of the basic structure of the Talmud and Tosefta cte.), in Greek thought (e.g. in the
notion of the parergon) and, of course, in contemporary critical discourse.
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Talmud, although often amusing, is more than a collection ot comic
anecdotes. So what did Rabbi Ishmael’s advice mean, and what is this
strange twilight zone, which is neither day nor night?

In order to answer this question I would like to look more closely at
‘Greek Wisdom’ in the context of ancient Jewish writing and thought
and specifically at the works of Homer, which are perhaps the most
famous example of it. I hope to show that there is a serious message in
Rabbi Ishmael’s advice, and that his nephew Ben Dama may yet, as it
were, have his cake and eat it.

First, a word about the relationship between ‘Greek Wisdom” in gen-
eral and Homer, Homer was one of the most widely disseminated,
studied and cited of authors at all periods of Graeco-Roman antiquity.
He meant different things to different people, yet was almost univer-
sally regarded as ‘the wisest of the Greeks’ and as the canonical, author-
itative Greek author par exeellence. His poetry, often called *the bible of
the Greeks’, was the practical basis of Greek education in antiquity, and
almost everyone who learned to read and write Greek in the ancient
world (and often in the modern world also) did so with the aid of pas-
sages from the Hind and Odyssey. For Jews from the Hellenistic period
on, Greek was an important language of official discourse in Palestine,
Egypt, Syria and their environs and, as a range of sources attest, many
Jews in antiquity did read and write Greek. These facts suggest that
whatever the meaning of ‘Greek Wisdom” for Jews in the ancient world
may have been, the term always contained, in one way or another, an
essential Homeric component.?

Important as Homer’s role may have been, however, explicit refer-
ences to his work are not common in ancient Jewish literature. In the
Talmud itself Homer is referred to as Hamiras or Hamiram only a
couple of times (although we will return later to the question whether
this is indeed Homer). Rabbi Akiva (JT Sanbedrin 10:1, 28a.; Bapli San-
bedrin 9oa) says that ‘he who reads the extra-canonical books such as
the books of Ben Sira and the books of Ben La’anah [has no share in the
world to come], but he who reads the books of Homer and all other
books written beyond that, is considered like one who is reading a secu-
lar document’. Homer, in other words, is like a laundry list or a tax rul-
ing. Citing Ecclesinsticus 12:12, Akiva argues that ‘casual rcading is

2 Cf Hai Gaon in Yadain 4:6: “the books of Homer, external books of Greek wisdom,
are [called] in their tongue “Homer™”.
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permissible, but intensive study forbidden’, while in Mishnah Yadayim
(4:6) we find that ‘proportionate to the love for [the holy Scriptures] is
their uncleanliness. The books of Hamiram, which are not precious, do
not convey uncleanliness to the hands.” From these rare passages it
might seem that Homer is only of minor importance for the Jews,
allowed as casual reading, but no more,

One suspects, however, that this is a defensive pose. Homer’s world-
view, even if interpreted allegorically, does not sit easily with Jewish
religious thinking, no matter how widely we construe it. For example,
in Homer there are many divinities which, far from being omnipotent
and perfect, are rather fallible and flawed. They fight, quibble, seduce
and trick each other and so on. At the beginning of the Iiad (1. 5) we
are told that Zeus had a plan which was tulfilled, although it is not clear
what that plan may have been. Likewise, the goddesses Hera and
Athena, enemies of Troy, are not guided by moral principles, such as
outrage at the abduction of Helen or the transgression of the sanctity of
the family, but by much simpler motives. Earlier in the story Hera,
Athena, and Aphrodite took part in a beauty contest judged by the Tro-
jan prince Paris. Each contestant offered Paris a bribe, and when
Aphrodite promised the beautiful Helen (who was already married to
Menelaos) she received the crown. But when Paris took Helen back to
Troy the Greeks went to war to retrieve her, and Hera and Athena saw
the opportunity for revenge. The rabbinic God under similar circum-
stances, onc feels, would have paused for deeper moral or ethical reflec-
tion, showing how deeply the ethico-religious experience in Homer,
however we interpret it, differs from the one professed in Judaism.

To the rabbis, therefore, Homer presented a unique problem. Given
his views, they could not ‘convert’ him to Judaism, but neither could
Jews ‘excommunicate’ him and put him out of mind. As we have said,
he was too much part of Greek language and culture, and Greek was
too much a part of Jewish life in antiquity. Yer out of this paradox
emerges the Homer of the Talmud, a Greek beast living beneath the
stairs whom you cannot drive away so may as well leave there. But those
Jews who were closer to the Greek world than the rabbis will have been
more atuned to Homer and to the difficultics he represents. The atti-
tudes of Philo of Alexandria and Josephus Flavius, the two best-known
ancient Jewish authors writing in Greek, towards Hellenic culture can-
not be comprehensively stated here, but are worthy of brief comment.

23



Reading in the Twilight Zone: Homer and the Jows in Antiquity

Josephus (37 — ¢. 100 CE) mentions Homer by name only a handful of
times, mostly in Against Apion, a work explaining and defending Jew-
ish culture, in which he argues for the greater antiquity of Jewish than
Greek culture, which ‘appears to have been born but yesterday’ (1. 155).
He points out that the Greek word for ‘law’, nosios, is never used in the
works of Homer, the earliest of Greek authors, and that Homer was an
illiterate poet (1. 12) in whose day the masses were governed by unwrit-
ten, often ad Joc circumstances (1. 155). This presents Homer as a conve-
nient foil for marking the superiority of Jewish culture. Yet Josephus
writes not in Hebrew, but in Greek, and his work often attests detailed
knowledge of Homeric poetry and scholarship. His argument that the
word ‘law’ is never used in Homer, for instance, itselt implies intimate
acquaintance with his works, an idea deserving longer discussion.’
Rabbi Ishmael reminds us that the books of the Torah are so important
that a Jew must study them day and night. Yet from this it scems, what-
ever Josephus may profess, that the books of Homer were also studied
with diligence.

Philo of Alexandria (¢. 20 BCE — 5o CE) is the Jewish author who
quotes Homer perhaps most often.” Like Josephus, Philo is keenly
aware of potential conflicts between pagan and Judaic cultures. But
while Josephus, as chronicler of the Jewish War and one of its active
participants, was a man immersed in real-life conflict and able openly to
acknowledge the clash of Jewish and Hellenic cultures, Philo, living in
Alexandria, may have found it easier to inhabit a conceptual world in
which Judaic and Hellenistic cultural values are less in conflict. In his
essay on Abraham, for example, Philo says (10:17): Just as we give the
title of “the poet” to Homer in virtue of his pre-eminence ... so too
Moses gave the name of man [the “man” in question is probably Enos,
see Genesis 4:26] in pre-eminence to him who cherished hope and left
unnoticed the many others just as worthy to receive the same title’. This
Homer seems to be not an antagonist, but an ally.

3 When, carlier in the same passage, Joscphus comments that ‘it is a highly controver-
sial and disputed question whether ¢ven those who took part in the Trojan campaign
made use of letters’ (1. 11), he is hinting at a much discussed passage in the Iiad (6:168) in
which one Bellerophon carrics tablets bearing ‘destructive signs’. There was debate on
the nature of these signs, but the point is that this is a detail of which only a dedicated
Homer scholar would be aware.

4 Philo quotes Homer dozens of times: see index to Colson at the end of vol. X ot the
works of Philo in the Loceb Classical Library (1962) 457-8.
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Yet this Homer is something of a fantasy figure, since the problem-
atic elements of his world-view seem to have been silently excised,
although not with toral success. In a work entitled On the Contempln-
tive Life, for example, Philo discusses the virtues of a simple life and of
avoiding the pursuit of wealth. In support of this he cites ( Viz. Cont. 17)
Homer (Iliad 13:5-6), who says that the Mysians, ‘the most just of
men’, live on nothing but mare’s milk. The idea, argues Philo, is that
injustice is bred by anxious thought for money and possessions, while
justice is upheld by the opposite. But unfortunately, as Philo knows, the
milk-drinking Mysian #sadikim are an exception in the Iliad, since
Homeric heroes are best known not for justice, but for their unbridled
pursuit of loot and fame. Far from living on a dairy diet, they are notori-
ous carnivores, dining almost exclusively on roast meat and only rarely
on fish.

Besides the works of Josephus and Philo, who are the most famous
Jewish writers of Graeco-Roman antiquity, several other less familiar
texts of Jewish provenance are known, written in Homer’s own
medium: Greek hexameter verse. Since this is much closer to Homer
than the prose of the two writers we have previously mentioned, it is
harder for both author and reader to ignore potential tensions between
Homeric and Judaic values.

Of the works of Philo the Elder, an epic poet who wrote in Greek
hexameter sometime in the third or second century BCE (and was not
related to Philo of Alexandria), all but twenty-four verses of his poem
On Jerusalem have been lost (see Eusebius, Praep. Evang. o), perhaps in
part because he wrote in a turgid, pompous style, whose purpose, as
Yoshua Gutman says, could only have been to shroud the author in ‘a
cloud of mystical obscurities’.® Nevertheless, to a Hellenized audience,
any hexameter text in Greek reverberates with the sounds of Homeric
poetry.

The first fragment deals with the Akedab, the Binding of Isaac, a nar-
rative of seminal importance in Judaism: Abraham’s faith was so com-
plete that he prepared to slaughter his son on the altar, only to be
stopped at the last moment. In Philo’s poem we learn that God, ‘the
praiseworthy mighty-shouter quenched the fire, and spoke his immortal
[or deathless] word /promise’ (Suppl. Hell. 68, 1. 5—7), the Greek words

5 Y, Gutman, ‘Philo the Epic Poct’, Seripta Hicrosolymitana 1 (Studics in Classics and
Jewish Hellenismn, ed. R, Kocebner) 1954:37.
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‘praiseworthy mighty-shouter’, briépyos ainetos, being an adaptation of
a phrase from the [/ind. In Homer a similar phrase describes the cruel
and indiscriminate god of War himself: briépyos obrimos Arés, ‘the
mighty-shouter, powerful Ares’ (13:521). Philo clearly wanted to present
his poem as a Jewish epic and perhaps saw himself as a kind of Jewish
Homer. But are we really meant to think of God as a shouting, nasty
Jewish Ares?

Again in Philo’s poem we hear of God’s athanaton phatin, ‘immortal
word’ or ‘deathless promise’, describing the brit bein habetarim, the
covenant given to Abraham and his descendants as a reward for his
faith. A-thanaton is an adjective meaning “without death’, ‘deathless’,
i.e. ‘cternal’, and Phatin a noun from the Greek verb phemi, ‘to speak’
or ‘utter words’. But Philo was writing the language of Homer, and the
expression athanaton phatin has a distinctly Homeric ring to it. In
Homer’s world, words, particularly poetry, were important as the only
way for mortal heroes to preserve their greatness and mighty deeds
from disappearance. By calling God’s covenant an ‘immortal phatis and
using Homeric language, Philo was therefore hinting that God’s
promise was some sort of immortal Jewish poetry, perhaps in praise of
Abrahan’s great deed. But if we look more closely at Homer’s verse we
find that phatis means, neither ‘word’ nor ‘poetry’, but ‘gossip’ or
‘rumour’. So was Philo telling us that an ‘immortal bit of gossip” was
God’s reward to Abraham for his sacrifice, or that the most important
covenant in the Jewish faith was nothing but a ‘persistent (i.e. ‘undy-
ing’) rumour’? It is precisely the impossible strangeness of this reading
that characterizes Homer’s position in the context of ancient Jewish
thought. On the one hand, Homer was clearly meant to be present in
Philo’s Greek hexameter poem, giving it dignity and creating a bridge
between Hellenism and Judaism. But on the other hand, the reference
to Homer creates a zone of nonsense (one scholar calls such Judaeo-
Homeric mix a bizarrerie déconcertante) which can be avoided only by
eliding the whole point of the reference, i.e. Homer and Homeric
poetry, from our minds.

Another poet writing in Homeric hexameters was Theodotus (sec-
ond-third centuries CE), who was either a Samaritan from Shechem or,
more likely, a Jew living in Palestine, as has been argued by several
recent studies. He wrote a poem perhaps entitled On the Jews, of which
eight fragments appear in Eusebius, drawn from the work of Alexander
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Polyhistor. These deal with the rape of Dinah ( Genesis 34) and may have
been meant to present a Jewish view which, at least in part, is not
entirely flattering to its Israelite protagonists. It tells how Dinah, the
young daughter of Jacob the Patriarch, attracted the attentions of
Shechem, son of Hamor, king of the city of Shechem, with unfortunate
consequences. It seems that Shechem genuinely loved Dinah, wanted
to do the honourable thing and was keen to marry her, so it was agreed
that Shechem and all the males in the city would be circumcised in
order for the marriage to take place. But unfortunately, two of Jacob’s
sons, Levi and Simeon, disliked the idea of Shechem, circumcised or
not, marrying their sister, and while the Shechemites were smarting
from their surgery, entered the city, killed Shechem and Hamor, pil-
laged the city and took their sister back.

Theodotus rephrased this in more-or-less competent Homeric Greek
hexameter verse, a natural choice of language at first sight. But the bib-
lical account of an impetuous young prince abducting a woman of high
standing, whose people revenge this by going to war and eventually
sack and pillage his town, is also the core-plot of the Ilind. In that work
the Trojan prince Paris abducts the beautiful Helen, whereupon the
Greeks go to war and destroy the city of Troy. The Iliad and
Theodotus’” poem are clearly not versions of one tale, for if nothing else
the I/ind runs to over 15,000 Greek hexameter verses while only forty-
seven Greek verses of Theodotus’s text survive, roughly the same
length as the biblical narrative. But the two Greek poems do have
intriguing points of contact.

At the centre of the Homeric and the Theodotean /biblical narratives
are desirable women, Helen and Dinah, who play paradoxical double-
roles as victims of male aggression and the cause of male suffering.
Homer’s Helen is a passive object in the hands of men surrounding her,
being abducted by her lover, Paris, then forcibly taken back by her hus-
band Menelaos and his brother Agamemnon. But she is also a ‘shame-
less, dog-faced’ woman, as the Iliad calls her, a fesmme-fatale who
caused great pain to both Trojans and Greeks. Her very name was taken
by the ancient Greeks to mean hele-nans, ‘destroyer of ships’. Like
Helen, Dinah seems a passive object in the hands of the man who vio-
lated her, Shechem, and of her brothers Levi and Simeon. Yet she too is
the source of pain for her menfolk. In Hebrew her name is associated
with the word din, ‘law’, judgment’, ‘sentence’, while in Greek the
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Hebrew Dinab, or Dina, as the Septuagint transliterates it, has no
meaning or clear echoes.® Yet Theodotus makes a small but important
change, adding an ‘e’ the Greek letter epsilon, to the spelling, and call-
ing her, not Dina, but Deina. In ancient Greek this is a common femi-
nine adjective meaning “fearful’, ‘terrible’ (hence the modern word
dinosaur, “fearful lizard’, the ‘¢’ disappearing in the modern Latinized
transcription). The biblical Dinab may be just a girl from a good
Israclite family, but Theodotus’ Greek Deina is a fenme-futale, a Jewish
Helen, whose name means ‘the terrible one’ or ‘the one who embodics
horror’.

The horror of events is precisely what we find a little later in
Theodotus’ poem, when the killing starts. Consider these lines:

Thus then did Simeon rush upon Hamor himself

and struck him upon the head; He scized his throat in his left hand

and then let it go still gasping its last breath, since there was another task to
do.

At that time Levi, also irresistible in might, seized Shechem by the hair;

the latter grasped his knees and raged unspeakably.

Levi struck the middle of his collarbone; the sharp sword entered

his inner organs through the chest; and his life thereupon left his bodily
frame.

(Suppl. Hell. 764:1-7.)

This does not literally repeat Homeric lines, but is a patchwork of
words, phrases and images drawn from battle scenes in the iad, show-
ing how Theodotus succeeded in fusing the Homeric and biblical nar-
ratives and portraying Levi and Simeon, whatever the moral
complications of their actions, as great, violent Homeric heroes. So
does Homer, at least here, sit comfortably among the Jews of antiquity?

As we have already noted, the Homeric worldview is profoundly
incompatible with many basic tenets of Jewish thought. In Homer
there is no omnipotent, let alone single creator, but many diverse
divinities, some of them as impetuous, unjust or even ridiculous as the
mortals they resemble and with whom they often have intercourse, even
sexually in the case of Zeus and others. So are we to think of God as a
kind of Jewish Zeus as we read Theodotus’ Jewish Homeric epic?

6 The final ‘b’ in Dinal represents the unvoiced semivowel bei in Hebrew which can-
not be transliterated in Greek.
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Theodotus’ relative success in fusing the Iliad and the biblical story of
Dinah is precisely what underlines the impossibly strange nature of the
mix.

To take some slightly different examples, in antiquity Homeric
poetry was closely associated with other authoritative genres of Greek
hexameter verse such as oracles and prophecies. Many survive, includ-
ing collections of ancient oracles of the so-called Sibyl, a few of which
are clearly of Jewish provenance. In one, among the usual foretelling of
disaster, we find a prediction and lament for the fall of Troy:

Ilium, I pity you, for a fury will sprout from Sparta
A very beautiful, famous, most excellent shoot
Leaving the widespread wave of Asia and Europe.
(Orac. Sth. 3:4144F. Geffcken.)

This presumably is the beautiful Helen of Troy.

It will bring lamentations and labours and groans
And inflict them on you, but your fame will be ageless for Future
generations.

The Jewish oracle claims to predict here the most famous events in
Greek ‘history’, and to do so infallibly since they have already occurred,
enabling the oracle to say ‘I told you so” with perfect authority. It then
adds:

There will be again a certain false writer, an old man

Of falsified fatherland. The light will go out in his eyes

He will have much intelligence and will have speech well proportioned to his
thoughts

Blended under two names [ I/iad and Odyssey]. He will call himself'a Chian

And write the story of Ilium, not truthfully

But cleverly. For he will master my words and metres.

He will be the first to unfold my books with his hands.

But he will especially embellish the helmeted men of war,

Hector, son of Priam, and Achilles, son of Peleus.

He will also make gods to stand by these

Writing falsely, in every way, about empty headed men.

It will be a great glory to die at Ilium.

But he himself will also receive appropriate recompense. (3:419ft.)
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In the hands of the Jewish oracle Homer becomes an audacious rascal, a
plagiarist and falsifier of his Jewish sources, a blind man who can some-
how write in borrowed hexameters. One might be forgiven for thinking
that, among Jews, he cuts a slightly strange figure.

The ‘Jewish Homer’, however, is not all bad. A Jewish writer known
as Pseudo-Phocylides, usually dated somewhere between 100 BCE and
70 CE, the supposed author of a compilation of edifying adages, offers
the following general advice:

Give nature her due, you also, beget in your turn as you were begotten
Do not prostitute your wife, defiling your children.
Do not have intercourse with the concubines of (your) father

Do not cut a youth’s masculine procreative faculty.

Do not seck sexual union with irrational animals.

Do not outrage your wife by shameful ways of intercourse.

Do not transgress with unlawful sex the limits sct by nature

For even animals are not pleased by intercourse of male with male

Love your own wife, for what is sweeter and better

Than whenever a wife is kindly disposed toward her husband and a husband
toward his wife.

(Sent. 184-197, Young.)

The last few lines, many scholars suggest, echo a passage from Homer’s
Odyssey (6:182-184) that was famous in antiquity:

...for there is nothing greater and better,
Whenever a man and wife dwell in a home
In one accord...

Are we meant to link this to Homer? If so, it will be to a fantasy Homer
very different from the pagan bard, however, for in the original context
they relate to Odysscus, known for many intense, extramarital affairs
during his twenty years away from home, who is sweet-talking the vir-
gin princess Nausicaa, dropping heavy hints about how pleasant life can
be for a man and a woman together. Homer’s verse may be good
advice, but in this particular case it does not relate to marital harmony.
Perhaps the prize for bold literary fantasy goes to a Jewish Greek
author named Aristobulus of the second century BCE, who attempts to
relate the Jewish tradition to Hellenic culture. Little remains of his
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writing, burt in the last fragment, discussing the Sabbath, he argues that:

both Homer and Hesiod, having taken information from our [i.e. Jewish]
book, say clearly that the seventh day is holy... And Homer speaks so:

‘And indeed the seventh day returned, a holy day

It was the seventh day and all things had been completed

And on the seventh morning we left the stream of Acheron’.

(Fr. 2:116-128, Denis.)

The last of these verses bears some resemblance to Odyssey 5:262, where
Homer speaks of the fourth, not the seventh day, but all three are oth-
erwise unattested in extant versions of Homer. Aristobulus’ Homer,
then, is a devout Jew in whom inherent contradictions have been rec-
onciled. But he is also a private fantasy.

A brief final example of Homer’s strange place in ancient Jewish writ-
ing is a funerary epigram inscribed in Greek hexameter on a tomb in the
ancient Jewish cemetery of Beth Shearim, which is closer to real life
than the literary texts we have previously looked at:

I lie, Son-of-Leontius, a corpse, loustos son of Sapho,
Who, having plucked the fruit of all wisdom,

Left the light, and my poor parents grieving incessantly,
And my sibling, alas, in my Besara [Beth Shearim]

And having gone to Hades, [1,] Ioustos, lic here,

With many of my [kin], since harsh Moira wanted it.
Take courage, Ioustos, no-one is immortal.

(BS11:127, Lifshitz and Schwabe.)

This inscription, like many other funerary epigrams, provides a mini-
biography of the deceased, describing how he pleasurably plucked the
fruit of all wisdom until ‘harsh Moira’ decreed that he should die and
go to Hades, the Greek underworld, to the sorrow of his siblings and
parents. But this is a strange biography for a Jew, for Tustos’ death was
dictated not by God, but a pagan divinity, ‘harsh Moira’, the Homeric
Goddess of Fate. In most versions of Judaism Moira and God would be
less than suitable colleagues.

Tustos therefore died in a curious cultural and religious limbo. He
was a learned man, for he ‘plucked the fruit of all wisdom’, but what
kind of wisdom might he have plucked? Given that the epigram is writ-
ten in Greek hexameters and refers to Moira and to Hades, one must
assume he plucked the fruit of Greek wisdom, and specifically that of
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Homer. But since the epigram is inscribed on stone in a Jewish ceme-
tery and Tustos was a Jew, it seems that, with the possible exception of
Ben Dama, Rabbi Ishmael’s pompous and ignorant nephew, no Jewish
reader could fail to recall the plucking of the most infamous fruit of all,
that of the tree of knowledge in the Garden of Eden. Iustos may in this
way have unwittingly admitted to re-enacting the plucking of forbidden
fruit, in this case the fruit of Greek wisdom.

One suspects that whoever composed this epigram wanted to display
his mastery of both Homer and Torah, yet instead demonstrated how
terribly, unavoidably transgressive such dual mastery can be. Iustos
ended up neither in the shadows of Hades nor in the light of some Jew-
ish Heavenly Paradise, but in a paradoxical cultural space neither Greek
nor Jewish, neither dark nor light.

It should by now be clear that Homeric and Judaic thought are the
cultural equivalents of oil and water, and that attempts to mix them
produced awkward or even bizarre effects. With the exception of Philo
of Alexandria and Josephus, most writers who aimed for such a synthe-
sis remain obscure and outside the ‘cultural mainstream’. Yet the fur-
ther away from this mainstream we go, the more contact between
Homer and the Jews we find. A large number of so-called magical
papyri from the Graeco-Roman period record a variety of potions,
charms and spells mostly for practical use, often containing Jewish ele-
ments such as divine names or garbled words of seemingly Hebrew or
Aramaic provenance, mixed with Homeric references sometimes in
what we might call dog-Homeric Greek hexameters. In one extraordi-
nary papyrus fragment, claimed to have been deposited in the
emperor’s library in Jerusalem, Odysseus, the hero of Homer’s Odyssey,
prays for help, in Greek hexameters, not only to Zeus, Hermes, Apollo
and other Homeric gods, but to the God of the Jews (Julius Africanus,
Kestoi book 18, P. Oxy. 412). This may be a summit both of Gracco-
Judaic multiculturalism and of cultural absurdity.

We have, then, a double-edged relationship between Greek and Jew-
ish culture in antiquity, and specifically between Homer and the Jews,
which amounts to an irreducible paradox. One cannot completely sepa-
rate the two elements, but equally it is impossible fully to integrate
them. Indeed, the closer we bring them together, the more it becomes
clear how far apart they are. It should be stressed that this is not an
imaginary cultural relationship, but one which is widely attested in
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authoritative records. Yet it takes place in a kind of twilight zone, nei-
ther day nor night.

Rabbi Ishmael may therefore have answered his pompous nephew’s
difficult question with great precision and verve. He was known for his
mystical inclinations, and speaking as we have of a cross-cultural ‘twi-
light zone” we might be thought to lean further in this direction than is
appropriate in modern scholarship. But a more rigorous philosophical
or scientific terminology might be found in the discourse of psycho-
analysis, particularly in its philosophical, literary-critical and broader
cultural uses. One tenet of this approach is that sexual or aggressive
drives, because they are often incompatible with our place in society,
are confined, as it were, to what is called the ‘subconscious’. Yet pri-
mordial desires cannot be totally repressed, and therefore continue to
affect our behaviour and identity in hidden ways. One important philo-
sophical or methodological characteristic of this approach is that it
posits a dynamic mix (a ‘dialectic”) of two elements. On the one hand,
there are transgressive drives or ‘desires’, which are dangerous and
destructive and kept partially or wholly repressed, while on the other
hand, there are ‘civilized’, ‘sanitized’ representations, perceptions and
patterns of behaviour, which keep the peace, as it were, and which for
this reason are a kind of social “fiction’. It seems to me that this might
describe the place of Homer among Jews in antiquity, for deep down,
Hellenic and Jewish cultures possess significant differences with power-
ful transgressive potential when brought together. When historical cir-
cumstances did bring them together, however, certain transgressions
had to be ‘repressed’ or ‘tucked away’, as it were. The best way to
regard Homer in the context of Jewish antiquity is therefore as part of
Judaism’s ‘cultural unconscious’, one of its forbidden desires. But
would this have made any sense to an ancient rabbi? Certainly Rabbi
Ishamel knew nothing of modern psychoanalysis. But he, and talmudic
writers in general, knew a great deal about desire, and there is at least
one influential scholarly tradition that regards the talmudic word hasi-
rasnot as a Hebrew or Aramaic transcription of the Greek name Hosme-
ros, but as the transcription of the Greek noun himeros, which means, of
course, ‘desire’.”

7 See e.g. Alexander Kohut, Aruch Completium (Vienna 1891) 4:254 s.v. marom.
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THE ACADEMIC YEAR







Michaelmas Term 2002

Lectures, Seminars and Classes

Introduction to Judaism  Dr Jeremy Schonfield

Introduction to Jewish Life, Thought and Worship
Dr Miri Frend-Kandel

Jewish History, 200 BCE to 70 CE  Professor Martin Goodman
Jews in the Early Roman Empire  Professor Martin Goodman

Seminar on Jewish History and Literature in the Graeco-Roman
Period
(Convened by Professor Martin Goodman)

Barbarian with an Attitude: Flavius Josephus Among Easterners,
Grecks and Romans  Professor Steve Mason

The Social History of the Jews of Oxyrhynchus and the
Transmission of the Septuagint  Bruce Griffin

The Theodosian Empire (408—s0 CE) and the Jews
Professor Fergus Millay

Coinage of the Jewish Revolt of 6670 CE  Dr James McLaren
Hellenism, Hellenization and Jews Emmanuelle Main

Targum Tehillim, the New Testament and Early Christian
Interpretations of the Psalms ~ Timothy Edwards

Seminar on Purity and Pollution in the Religions of the
Mediterranean World in Antiquity
(Convened by Professor Mavtin Goodman and Professor Robert Parker)

New Directions for Purity and Pollution  Professor Mary Donglas

Purity, Pollution and Religious Authority in Greece
Professor Robert Parker

Purity and the Bible in Early Rabbinic Judaism
Professor Hyam Maccoby

Purity of the Mind in Greek Sacred Regulations
Professor Angelos Chaniotis

Purity in Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls  Magen Brosh:
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Dirt, Pollution and Guilt: Religious and Non-religious Aspects of
‘Purity’ in Roman Culture  Dr Andreas Bendlin

Purity of Heart in the New Testament and the Primitive Church
Dr Teresa Morgan

‘By His Death He has Purified us All...”: Some Fourth-century
Christian Perspectives on Issues of Purification
Dy Elaine Bardwell

The Qumran Forum
(Convened by Professor Mavtin Goodman and Professor Geza Vermes)

Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls: The Consensus and its
Opponents  Magen Broshi

Melchizedek, the ‘Youth’ and Jesus Dy James Davila
Mishnaic and Medieval Hebrew Texts Dr Joanna Weinbery
Talmud Seminar Dy Norman Solomon
Introduction to Islamic Religion Ronald Nettler
Survey of Medieval Jewish History Dy Joanna Weinbery
Jewish Mystical Texts Seminar Dy Norman Solomon
Introduction to Yiddish Studies
(Convened by Dy Kerstin Hoge and Dy Joseph Sheyman)

What is Yiddish? Its Origins and Prospects Dy Kerstin Hoge

The Nobel Prize and Yiddish Literature  Dr Joseph Sherman

Yiddish Dialects, or, You Speak How You Eat  Dr Kerstin Hoge

The Jewish Pope Dy Joseph Sherman
The Emergence of Modern Religious Movements in Judaism

Dr Miri Frend-Kandel
History of Hebrew Literature Dy Glenda Abramson

Speech and Silence: Methods of Response in Modern Hebrew
Literature Dz Glenda Abramson

Modern Hebrew Poetry Dy Glenda Abramson

Islam in the Middle East in the Twentieth Century: Islamic Thought
Ronald Nettler

Witnessing the Holocaust Dy Zoé Waxman
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Isracl at the Movies: Film Series  Dr Emanuele Ottolenghi
Auwugust, o Moment Before Eruption  Avi Mograbi (2002)
Hemu, King of Jerusalern  Amos Gutman (1987)
Dugir Over Troubled Waters  Gil Karni and Meni Elias (2002)
My Four Children Nitza Gomen (2002)
A Time of Favour  Joseph Cedar (2000)
It’s About Time Elona Ariel and Ayelet Menahemi (200r1)
Raging Dove Duki Dror (2002)

Biblical Hebrew Classes (Elementary and Intermediate)

Jill Middlemas

Modern Hebrew Classes (Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced)
Tali Argov and Yael Kroter

Yiddish Language Classes (Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced)
Dy Kerstin Hoge

The David Patterson Seminars
(Convened by Dr Glenda Abramson)

Israel Between Democratic Universalism and Particularistic Judasim
DProfessor Ilan Peley
Identity Politics in Isracli Cinema  Professor Yoscfa Loshitzky

Demography and the Israel /Palestine Conflict: Challenges and
Options  Professor Sergio DellaPergola

The Lexicon of the Ladino Haggadoth  Professor Ora Schwarzwald
Critical Junctions in Early Jewish History  Magen Broshi

The East European Ghettos in the Context of the Extermination of
the Jews  Professor Gustavo Corni

Writing to Remember: The Role of the Holocaust Witness
Dy Zoé Waxman

Neo-religious Hebrew Poetry  Hava Pinhas-Coben
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Hilary Term 2003

Lectures, Seminars and Classes

Varieties of Judaism  Professor Martin Goodman

Seminar on Jewish History and Literature in the Graeco-Roman
Period
(Convened by Professor Martin Goodman)

The Court of Herod’s Temple  Professor Ebud Netzer

The Septuagint as a Source for Hellenistic Judaism: Limits and
Possibilities Dr James Aithen

Talmudic Food Dr Susan Weingarten

The Jerusalem Church and Other Jewish Groups After 70 CE
Dy Piet van Boxel

Between Mimrot and Anonymous Statements: Evidence for
Attributed Redactional Material in the Babylonian Talmud
Rabbi Jonathan Milgram

The Origin of the Greek Bible: Another Explanation
Professor Gohei Hata

The Qumran Forum
(Convened by Professor Martin Goodman and Professor Geza Vermes)

Dating Material from Qumran  Emmanuelle Main
The Rise of Formative Judaism and Christianity D Piet van Boxel

Jewish and Christian Bible Translation and Interpretation in Antiquity
Dy Alison Salvesen

Septuagint Isaiah Dy Alison Salvesen

Targum Dy Alison Salvesen

Syriac Texts Dr Alison Salvesen

Mishnaic and Medieval Hebrew Texts Dr Joanna Weinbery
Introduction to Talmud Dr Norman Solomon

Talmud Seminar Dr Norman Solomon

Jewish Mystical Texts Dy Norman Solomon
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Introduction to Islamic Religion Ronald Nettler

Introduction to Sufi Ideas and Personalities Ronald Nettler

Judaism and Islam: Medieval Intellectual Traditions Ronald Nettler

Modern European Jewish History D» David Rechter

The Jews of Europe: From the Enlightenment to the Holocaust,
1700-1945 Dy David Rechter

Seminar in Modern European Jewish History

(Convened by Dy David Rechter)

Grecek Jewry and Hellenism: Paradigms of Inclusion and
Exclusion, 1936—41 Katerina Lagos

The Three Regions of Emancipation  Professor David Sorkin

Jews, Communism and Modernity: A New Perspective
Dr Jason Heppell

Zionism and Post-colonialism  Professor Derek Penslar

How to be ‘A Worthy Citizen of England, a True Son of Israel’:
Instructions from the Anglo-Jewish Clergy During the Boer War,
1800-1902  Shira Schnitzer

Sir Moses Montefiore (1784-1885): New Perspectives
Dy Abigail Green

Mapping Jewish Identities in Nineteenth-century Germany
Dy Nils Roemer

Introduction to Yiddish Studies

(Convened by Dy Kerstin Hoge and Dy Joseph Sherman)

Miese Ganoven who keep Shrum: Yiddish Borrowings into
German and English Dy Kerstin Hoge

The Trouble with Isaac Bashevis Singer  Dr Joseph Sherman

Yiddish in German-speaking Lands: Diglossia and Language
Death Dy Kerstin Hoge

Fiddler on the Train: A Look at Sholem Aleichem
Dy Joseph Sherman

Questions of Jewish Identity in Yiddish Literature
Dr Joseph Sherman
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Topics in the History of Modern Hebrew Literature
Dy Glenda Abramson

Modern Hebrew Poetry D1 Glenda Abramson
The History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict Dy Emanuele Ottolenghi
Biblical Hebrew (Elementary and Intermediate) Jill Middlemas

Modern Hebrew (Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced)
Tali Argov and Yael Kroter

Yiddish Language Classes (Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced)
Dy Kerstin Hoge

The David Patterson Seminars
(Convened by Ronald Nettler)

Between Muslim Triumphalism and Jewish Resistance: Looking for
Islamization in the Medieval Middle East  Professor Fred Astren

Zionism and Diaspora: Geo-cultural Dimensions
Professor Allon Gal

Primo Levi and the Problems of Biography —Carole Angier

Reinventing Shylock: Romanticism and the Representation of
Shakespeare’s Jew  Professor Judith Page

Jewish Identity and Narrative Identity D Daniele Kahn-Paycha
Reflections on Emancipation  Professor David Sorkin

The Talmudic Story of Rabbi Akiva and Rachel: A Romantic Love
Story? D Admiel Kosman

Harry Truman and Israel  Professor Melvyn Leffler

Israel Guest Lecture Series
(Convened by Dy Emanucele Ottolenghi)

Conflicting Visions for Contemporary Isracl — The Making of a
Kulturkampf  Professor Ilan Peleg

The Role of Demography in the Israel-Palestine Conflict
Professor Sexrgio DellaPergola

New Perspectives on the 1948 Refugees: Microhistory
DProfessor Alon Kadish
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Short-term Hawks, Long-term Doves? Assessing Israel’s Elections,
2003 Dr Emanucele Ottolenghi

The Russian Sector in the 2003 Elections Dy Ze’evy Khenin
Zionism and Environment  Professor Avner de-Shalit

The Arab Minority in Israeli Politics. Where Are We Going After the
2003 Elections?  Professor Binyamin Neuberger

Special Lectures

Isaiah Berlin Public Lectures in Middle East Dialogue:

Whither Arab-Israeli Peace? The Arab and Muslim Discourse of
Peace in the Middle East in the 1990s Professor Avrabam Sela

So Close and Yet So Far ... Lessons of the Israeli-Palestinian
Peace Process  Professor Shlomo Ben-Ami
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Trinsty Term 2003

Lectures, Seminars and Classes
Seminar on Jewish History and Literature in the Graeco-Roman Period
(Convened by Professor Martin Goodman)

Pagan Temples as Reflected in Rabbinic Literature
Dr Martin Jacobs

The Qumran Forum
(Convened by Professor Martin Goodman and Professor Geza Vermes)

Praying Like Angels in the Second Temple Period and Late
Antiquity Dr Esther Chazon

Talmud Texts Dr Norman Solomon
Mishnaic and Medieval Hebrew Texts Dr Joanna Weinberg
Judaism in History and Society Dr Miri Freud-Kandel

Seminar on East and East-Central Europe
(Convened by Professor Richard Crampton, Professor Robert Evans and
Dy David Rechter)
Books and Social Change in Early Modern Eastern Europe. The
Romanian Case Alex Drace-Francis
Industrial Workers and Socialist Dictatorship in Hungary,
1948-1956 Mark Pittaway
Reforming Through Fiction: Ayzik-Meir Dik (1807-1893) and the
Yiddish Bestseller D Joseph Sherman
The Revolution of 1848 and the Making of the Czech Linguistic
Nation Jan Fellerer
The Multicultural Experience in Fin-de-Siécle Vilna: Yiddish
Literature and the Politics of Diasporism
Mindangas Kviethauskas
Madonna Crucified: Post-Trianon Irredentist Imagery in
Hungary, Then and Now  Eric Weaver

The Counter-Reformation Decision in the Tyrol, 15621565
Michael Chisholm
Modern Hebrew Poetry Dy Glenda Abramson
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Modern Hebrew Fiction Dr Glenda Abramson
Biblical Hebrew (Elementary and Intermediate)  Jill Middlemas

Modern Hebrew (Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced)
Tali Argov and Noa Brume

Yiddish Language Classes (Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced)
Szonja Komordczy

The David Patterson Seminars
(Convened by Ronald Nertler)

Interreligious Polemics in Medieval Spain: A Jewish Response to Ibn
Hazm’s Biblical Criticism  Professor Martin Jacobs

Texts, Maps and Archaeology: Recent Iron Age Explorations in
Southern Jordan  Professor Thomas Levy

Maimonides on Divine Attributes and Human Perfection (or How to
Imitate Someone About Whom You Know Nothing)
Dy Daniel Rynhold
Homer and the Jews in Antiquity  Professor Abuvia Kabhane
Christians, Jews and Arabs in the Later Roman Empire
Professor Fergus Millar
Esther Raab: Life and Poetry  Ebud Ben-Ezer
Yosippon and Yerahme’el: Two Examples of Hebrew Medieval
Historiography  Professor Witold Witakowshi

Memory of Traumatic History: Response to Jan T. Gross’s Neighbours
Dy Joanna Michlic

Special Lectures

Isaiah Berlin Public Lectures in Middle East Dialogue:

Israel and the Palestinians: Listening to the Other
Professor Shlomo Aviners

Bertelsmann Europaeum Lecture Series ~ Jewish History and General
History of the 19 and 20™ Centuries:
Narrations and Interpretations:State, Society and Memory: Jewish
Experience and Historio-graphical Change in Europe After 1089
Professor Dan Diner
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MSt in Jewish Studies

NINETEEN STUDENTS studied at the Centre this year. Thirteen
candidates graduated.

The Faculty

Courses and languages presented in the MSt course were taught by
Fellows of the Centre, by Dr Jeremy Schonfield, Mason Lecturer; by
Dr Norman Solomon, Senior Associate; and by Dr Zo& Waxman,
Mansfield College. Dr David Rechter and Dr Joanna Weinberg served
as Director of Studies and Mrs Martine Smith-Huvers, Student
Registrar, administered the course with the assistance of Mrs Sue
Forteath.

Courses

Students studied Biblical Hebrew, Modern Hebrew or Yiddish. In
addition, they chose six courses from the list below and submitted dis-
sertations. The following courses were offered during the 2002—2003
academic year:

e Introduction to Judaism Dr Jeremy Schonfield

e Introduction to Talmud D Norman Solomon

e Jewish and Christian Bible Translation and Interpretation in
Antiquity Dy Alison Salvesen

o Jewish History, 200 BCE to 70 CE  Professor Martin Goodman

e Judaism and Islam: Medieval Intellectual and Cultural Traditions
Ronald Nettler

e Modern European Jewish History Dr David Rechter

e Questions of Jewish Identity in Yiddish Literature
Dr Joseph Sherman

e Speech and Silence: Methods of Response in Modern Hebrew
Literature Dr Glenda Abramson

e Survey of Medieval Jewish History ~Dr Joanna Weinberg

e The Emergence of Modern Religious Movements in Judaism
Dr Miri Freud-Kandel

e The History of the Arab-Isracli Conflict Dr Emanucle Ottolenghi
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e The Rise of Formative Judaism and Christianity — Dr Pict ran Boxel
o Witnessing the Holocaust  Dr Zoé Waxman

Languages:

e Biblical Hebrew (elementary and intermediate)  Jill Middlemans

¢ Modern Hebrew (elementary and intermediate)  Tali Argoy

e Yiddish (elementary and advanced) Dr Kerstin Hoge and
Szongn Komoriczy

The Students

The students came from Australia, Canada, Germany, Israel, Nigeria,
Norway, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, the United Kingdom, and the
United States of America.

David Adler (4. 1978), who completed a BA in History at Swarthmore
College, Philadelphia, in 2000, became interested in Jewish studies as
an undergraduate and, since he hopes to write a doctoral thesis based
on the close examination of original texts, came to Oxford to improve
his Biblical Hebrew. He would like to go on to explore themes associ-
ated with gender roles, sexual taboos and relationships to God, paral-
leled in human relations in the Hebrew Bible, Talmud and Midrash.
His dissertation was entitled ‘Muskeljiudentum or Jewish Pilgrim: Why
Louis Brandeis’ Zionism Differs from His European Counterparts’.

Stephanie Shana Douglass (. 1980) graduated from New York
University in 2002 with a BFA degree in Theatre and minors in
Hebrew Language, Literature and Religious Studies. She became
interested in Jewish mysticism and Hasidism, as well as their roots in
ancient Israel, and applied for a scholarship at the National Yiddish
Book Center in Amherst to learn Yiddish. She polished her skills at an
advanced course at the University of Vilnius in the summer of 2002
and later in Oxford. Her dissertation was entitled ‘Revolution and
Folk: Peretz, Warsaw, and the Revolution of 1905,

Avital Erez (. 1976) has a BA degree in Arab Language and Literature
and Mass Communication from Tel Aviv University and an MA from
the Centre for Jewish-Christian Relations, Cambridge. There she wrote
a dissertation on the mainly midrashic nativity stories of Moses and
their relations to those concerning Jesus. She also worked for two
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Isracli television companies as news reporter and background
researcher, volunteered for the Jerusalem AIDS project (1997-8) for
which she edited a newsletter, and wrote for the daily Ma’ariv newspa-
per on an international AIDS conference in Geneva. She chose to come
to the Centre to deepen her understanding of interfaith issues, and
especially the influence of Christianity and Islam on Jewish thought.
She also needed to broaden her knowledge of Judaism and rabbinic
texts, and was particularly attracted by the Centre’s expertise in Judeo-
Arabic literature and in relations between Judaism and Islam. Her dis-
sertation was entitled “The Evolution of Shavuot: From a Temple
Oriented Festival to a Commemoration of the Giving of the Torah’,

Jessica Kate Fechtor (4. 1980) received a BA in Music Theory and
English from Columbia University, New York, in 2002. As musical
director of Columbia University’s Jewish a cappella group, ‘Pizmon’,
she visited Jewish communities in the United States, Britain, Germany
and France, designing music workshops and performing widely. The
MSt at Oxford enabled her to integrate her curiosity about her Jewish
background with her interest in music and literature. Her dissertation
was entitled “The Conflict of Modernity and Judaism in the Life and
Work of Mordechai Ze’ev Feierberg’.

Rebecca Arielle Forgasz (6. 1975) received her BA in Women’s
Studies and Politics in 1996, followed by an MA (awarded with High
Distinction), both of them from Monash University. Prior to that she
spent a year in Israel, included one term at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. As an undergraduate she was President of her regional
branch of the Australasian Union of Jewish Students and Student
Affairs Coordinator for the Friends of Hebrew University. Following
graduation she worked at the Jewish Museum of Australia in educa-
tional and curatorial roles, addressing many educational and leadership
seminars organized by Jewish-community groups, and teaching for
the Melton Adult Education Programme in Melbourne. She plans to
continue with further research in Jewish Studies. Her dissertation was
entitled ‘Rebekah the Patriarch? Feminist and Rabbinic Readings of
the Biblical Character Rebekal’.

Matilda Gyoéri (4. 1975) studied at the Calvin Academy of Theology in
Komarno, Slovakia (1999), emerging with a strong interest in Bible
studies and a knowledge of Biblical Hebrew. She became a minister of
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the Slovakian Reformed Church, assuming responsibility for a congre-
gation of 215 members, and later received a scholarship from the
Church of Scotland for postgraduate studies at the University of
Aberdeen, where she took courses on Jewish history, writing and story-
telling and on Qumran. She intends to produce a doctoral thesis on
the origins of Christianity, on which she hopes to teach at the Calvin
Academy, the only institution of its kind in Slovakia. Her dissertation
was entitled ‘Attitudes to Bodily Defects and Impurities at Qumran’.

Agata Kroh (. 1976) obtained an MA in English Philology at Adam
Mickiewicz University, Poznan, in 2000 and a further MA at the
Centre for Jewish-Christian Relations in Cambridge in 2001. She
came to the Centre to improve her Biblical Hebrew and to examine
late-Second-Temple Judaism. She hopes to proceed to doctoral work
on Judaism and Christianity during the Graeco-Roman period, and
eventually to examine Jewish-Christian dialogue in Poland. She
would like to create opportunities there for non-denominational bib-
lical teaching by Jewish and Christian staff. Her dissertation was enti-
tled “The Samaritans and their Relations to Jews in the Writings of
Josephus’.

Dorothy Marie Peters studied for a teacher’s qualification while rais-
ing a family, teaching for several years at Abbotsford, British
Columbia, before completing a BA in Biblical Studies at Trinity
Western University in 1997. After taking an MA there in general
Biblical Studies, Biblical Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic and Syriac, she was
accepted for a doctoral programme at Manchester University, focusing
on the Dead Sea Scrolls. She came to the Centre to improve her
Biblical Hebrew and to learn more about Second-Temple Judaism and
carly Rabbinic writings. She plans eventually to return to Canada to
study, teach and write. Her dissertation, entitled ‘Moses and Noah:
The Struggle for Authority Over Belief and Praxis at Qumran’, won
the prize for the best dissertation.

Tobias Jonathan Stokl (4. 1977) from Hamburg, Germany, com-
pleted a BA in Protestant Theology at the Kirchliche Hochshule,
Bethel, Bielefeld in 2001. There he also pursued his interest in singing
and playing the recorder. He is proficient in Italian, French, Modern
Hebrew, Greek and Latin, worked part-time as a tutor of Biblical
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Hebrew at the Kirchliche Hochshule and was later a Research Assistant
in the Faculty of Protestant Theology at Humboldt University in
Berlin. He hopes to remain in Oxford to continue his graduate studies.
His dissertation was entitled “The Book Formerly Known as Genesis. A
Study on the Use of Miqra in the Book of Jubilees’.

Sarah Helen Webber (4. 1980) graduated from Mansfield College,
Oxford, in Theology, having specialized in Hebrew Bible. She taught
A-level Modern History and Religious Studies as a supplementary
schoolteacher and gave music tuition, and continues to sing at
Mansfield and Merton College and to give performances at Magdalen
College and elsewhere by invitation. She hopes to take a tfurther degree
in Jewish Studies, possibly with a view to teaching. Her dissertation
was entitled “The Concept of the Rabbim in the Dead Sea Scrolls’.

Laurie Anne Whitcomb-Norden (4. 1969) has a BA in History and
International Affairs from Marshall University, West Virginia (1992),
and a Master’s degree in Teaching from Whitworth College, Spokane.
Teaching young children about the Holocaust led her to apply to the
doctoral programme in Modern European History at Washington State

MSt in Jewish Studies, June 2003

Front Row (left to right)

Dr Jeremy Schonfield, Dr Miri Freud-Kandel, Dr Piet van Boxel, Dr Joseph Sherman,
Peter Oppenheimer (PRESIDENT), Dr Alison Salvesen, Dr Emanuele Ottolenghi,
Dr David Rechter, Dr Joanna Weinberg
Second Row (left to vight)

Dahlia Reed (USA), Avital Erez (Isracl), Matilda Gyori (Slovakia),

Dorothy Peters (Canada), Agata Kroh (Poland), Rebecca Forgasz (Australia),
Tali Argov, Sarah Webber (UK), David Adler (USA), Professor Martin Goodman
Third Row (left to right)

Stephanie Douglass (USA), Maggie Wunnenberg (USA), Laurie Whitcomb-Norden
(USA), Emeka Okite (Nigeria), Robert Williamson (USA), Matgorzata Sochahska,
Jill Middlemas, Michal Pinkas
Fourth Row (left to vight)

Mindaugas Kvictkauskas, Szonja Komordcezy, Jessica Fechtor (USA), Dr Kerstin Hoge,
Joseph Yarbrough (USA), Sue Forteath (ADMINISTRATOR), Tilde Rosmer (Norway),
Martine Smith-Huvers (STUDENT REGISTRAR), Jonathan Stokl (Germany)
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University, where her proposed topic is ‘Jewish Life in the Displaced
Persons Camp in Belsen’. She was awarded a Holocaust Education
Foundation Fellowship in 2001 and participated in the summer course
at Northwestern University. She came to the Centre to learn more
about the culture of Hitler’s victims. Her dissertation was entitled “The
Ambiguity of Privilege in Women’s Concentration Camp Memoirs’.

Robert Elmore Williamson (4. 1972) completed a BSc in Chemical
Engineering at Clemson University in 1995 before studying Religion at
the Columbia Theological Seminary, where he also served as a teach-
ing assistant in Biblical Hebrew. He is a delegate of the Presbyterian
Church (USA) and has acted as worship leader, mission volunteer and
pastoral intern in Los Angeles, California. He received his Master of
Divinity degree in 2001 and intends to begin a PhD at Emory
University. He hopes eventually to teach Hebrew Bible in a Christian
seminary, but is aware that to become a responsible Christian inter-
preter of the Old Testament one must be conversant with the Jewish
tradition on biblical reading. His dissertation was entitled ‘God in
Crisis: A Levinasian Reading of Genesis 22°.

Joseph William Yarbrough (4. 1980) graduated from Valparaiso
University, Indiana, in Classics and Philosophy, gaining third place in
a nationwide Latin-translation competition sponsored by the National
Classics Honorary Society for colleges and universities. He came to
the Centre to improve his Hebrew and to study the background of
the Hebrew Bible. He was also attracted by the opportunity to pursue
his interest in analytic philosophy and theology in a Jewish context.
His dissertation was entitled ‘A Guide to Maimonides’ Philosophy of
Creation’.

End-of-year Party

An end-of-year party was held at Yarnton Manor on 24 June 2003.
The President, Peter Oppenheimer, addressed the students and their
guests, and the Academic Director, Dr Joseph Sherman, presented
Dorothy Peters with the prize for the best dissertation.
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Other Activities

Students attended and participated in the weekly evening seminars
and talks held at Yarnton Manor. During the first term they went on a
tour of the Cotswolds. In Michaelmas and Hilary terms they attended
MSt Seminars convened by Professor Martin Goodman, covering
wide-ranging Jewish studies topics. A number of students presented
papers in graduate seminars in other parts of the University, and the
students themselves organized a seminar series in which they pre-
sented their dissertation research.
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The Qumran Forum

THE QUMRAN FORUM met only four times during the year
because of the illness of the Director, Professor Geza Vermes, FBA,
whose own talk to the Forum in March had to be cancelled.
Discussion of issues arising from the Dead Sea Scrolls was nonetheless
encouraged throughout Michaelmas Term by the presence at the
Centre of Magen Broshi, former Keeper of the Shrine of the Book in
Jerusalem, who gave a determined defence of the view that the
Qumran sectarians were Essenes. Also in Michaelmas Term, Dr James
Davila addressed the Forum on ‘Melchizedek, the “Youth” and Jesus’,
while in Hilary Term, Emmanuelle Main spoke on the use and abuse
of carbon-14 dating for establishing the age of the scrolls, and in
Trinity Term Dr Esther Cazon lectured on ‘Praying Like Angels in
the Second Temple Period and Late Antiquity’.
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Primo Levi and the Problems of Biography Carole Angicr

Literary biography is a controversial genre, but writing on Primo Levi
posed special problems, since the lecturer’s psychological analysis
upset some prevailing assumptions about his life and work. Her
research confirmed that he had committed suicide, but she found that
he had suffered severe depressions even before he was in Auschwitz.
Moreover, Levi is more than a Holocaust writer, she argued, since his
If This is & Man is literary in its shaping and colouring, so not purely
reportage.

In addition, moral problems arise in writing about someone who
would probably not have wished his private torments to be exposed
and whose surviving family remain opposed to the project. But great
writers belong to posterity, she argued, and Levi himself had pressed
for clarity of thought and for the disruption of stereotypes.

Between Muslim Triumphalism and Jewish Resistance: Looking
for Islamization in the Medieval Middle East
Professov Fred Astven

Muslim descriptions of the first centuries of Islam are shaped by a
triumphalism which ignores the lengthy and complex transformation
of the Middle East and North Africa into Muslim regions. Usually
described as a ‘massive process of vast proportions’, Islamization
cmbodied an immensely complex set of problems, incompletely real-
ized, whose eftects on Jews are difficult to gauge. This is particularly
so since Jewish literature hardly recognizes Islamization, and this
silence strongly suggests that Jews resisted the enormous change in
society and religion.

The first two and a half centuries of Islam are indeed poorly chroni-
cled. Contrary to popular conceptions, the initial Muslim conquests of
the seventh century did not lead to the forced conversion of Jewish
and Christian populations. In fact, the development of a constitutional
scheme for recognizing non-Muslim minorities based on their taxa-
tion meant that it was in Muslim interests to ensure that Jews and
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Christians did not convert to Islam. Even though the details of early
Islamization are obscure, the end of the process can be derived from
Richard Bulliet’s model: by the beginning of the eleventh century 8o
per cent of the population was Muslim, and he posits the presence of a
predominant majority of the population which considered itself
Muslim and of institutions which spoke for and represented society at
large. Only the larger features of this process can be outlined.

This is a ‘dark age’ in Jewish historiography, however, since the
sources are silent on the Islamization of society and the conversion of
Jews, suggesting that Jews who converted to Islam simply dropped out
of view. It seems that only small numbers of Jews converted to Islam
before 800, although more did so in the ninth and tenth centuries.

It remains important to distinguish between Islamization and con-
version, because modern notions of religious conversion based on
individual choice may not be applicable. Sociological models have
been based on observing modern societies and religions and have been
applied by historians mostly to Christianization in the early-first mil-
lennium. Historical differences berween Islamization and Christian-
ization must be taken into account, and these make it problematical to
compare Jewish societies which came into contact with them.
Islamization may have resulted in hybrid or intermediate identities
which were both Judaic and Muslim at the same time.

Esther Raab: Life and Poetry Ebud Ben-Ezer

Esther Raab, who was born in 1894 in Petah-Tikvah, the settlement
her father had helped found in 1878, was the first native-speaking
Hebrew woman poet of modern times. Her work was first published
in 1922 and she continued writing poetry and short prose pieces until
her death in 1981. Her work consists mostly of deeply intelligent lyrical
investigations of love and landscape, and a selection has appeared in
Thistles: Selected Poems of Esther Raab, trans. Harold Schimmel
(Jerusalem 2002).

The lecturer — the poet’s nephew and biographer - described how
she had joined her friend Moshe Carmi in Degania, the first kibbutz,
early in the twentieth century, but left during the Great War and fol-
lowed him to Ben Shemen in 1919, where she wrote her first poems.
In 1921 she was in Cairo to escape rioting in Palestine and there met
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and married her cousin, Isaac Green. When he died following an
appendix operation only a few months later he left her independently
wealthy, and her home in Tel Aviv became the centre of a large circle
of writers and artists from 1925. Her first published poems were dedi-
cated to his memory, and a volume, Kimshonim, “Thistles’, appeared
in 1930. She wrote nothing for eleven years after separating from Arich
Alwail and resumed work only in 1946 when she met Yisrael Schpiller,
a Polish soldier serving in the British Army. When his wife and daugh-
ter reappeared, however, having survived the Holocaust, they sepa-
rated and she lived alone for the rest of her life.

Critical Junctions in Early Jewish History Magen Broshi

Jews played a largely passive role in historical terms during the three
centuries before 7o1 BCE and for the eighteen after 135 CE, but
between these dates faced a series of crises — seven, in fact - each of
which could have ended Jewish history. The first of these followed the
founding of the kingdoms of David and Solomon in the void created
by the disintegration of the Bronze Age Hittite empire and the weak-
ening of the Egyptian and Assyrian empires. When the Assyrians cap-
tured Samaria in the last third of the eighth century, rendering Judah
vulnerable to a superpower keen to impose taxation, King Hezekiah of
Judah and other neighbouring states rebelled in 701 BCE. Although
King Sennacherib of Assyria invaded, he inexplicably lifted the sicge
on Jerusalem and ensured her survival. A further danger arose in 586
BCE when the Babylonians subdued a further rebellion and took
many Judeans into captivity; but Babylonian religious and cultural tol-
erance ensured Jewish survival and laid the foundations for the
Babylonian diaspora, Judaism’s mainstay for most of the first mille-
nium CE. The third such moment came in the fifth century BCE
when Judean Jews, at a time of assimilation to the surrounding soci-
eties, were helped to regain the will to preserve their separate identity
by Ezra and Nehemiah. The fourth was in 167 BCE when the Seleucid
King Antiochus IV banned the obscervance of Sabbath, dietary laws
and circumcision, and sparked oft the Hasmonean revolt which estab-
lished Judean political independence. The fifth was the four-year
revolt staged by the small Jewish population of Judaea against Roman
occupation in 66 CE, ending with the destruction of the Second
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Temple. The sixth began in 115 CE, when messianically inspired Jews
in Egypt and Eastern Libya launched attacks on non-Jews and public
buildings which spread to Cyprus and northern Mesopotamia, result-
ing in the near disappearance of the Jewish population of Egypt, Libya
and Cyprus. The seventh and last was when the Emperor Hadrian
banned circumcision and ordered the transformation of Jerusalem into
a pagan city, sparking off the three-year Bar Kokhba Revolt in 132 CE,
the last attempt to establish Jewish sovereignty until modern times.

Demography and the Israel /Palestine Conflict: Challenges and
Options  Professor Sergio DellaPergola

Demographic trends reveal the deep layers of religio-cultural, politi-
cal, socio-economic and environmental tensions underlying the
Israel-Palestine conflict. Viewing the contending parties as one inte-
grated societal and population system makes it possible to appraise
the conflict’s complexities and perhaps to suggest tension-reducing
mechanisms.

Within Palestine’s historical boundaries, between the Mediterranean
and the Jordan, the population has doubled in the past twenty-five
years, the leading mechanisms of growth being intensive migrations
and fertility levels well above the average for similar populations of
both Arabs and Jews. The current estimated total population is about
9.5 million. Jews have constituted a majority in the area since the carly
1950s.

Official data from Israel and Palestine and the author’s independent
research make it possible to construct scenarios for the growth of
Israel /Palestine’s population up to 2050. Continuing rapid population
increase over a small territory reflects quite different growth rates for
single ethno-religious groups, territorial regions and functional age
groups.

An integrated assessment of the Jewish and Palestinian demographic
future, taking into account both the joint and opposing interests of
the contending parties, may stimulate innovative thinking about con-
flict resolution. Proper understanding of current population trends
should lead to policy interventions on fertility levels, international
migration and socio-economic development aimed at reducing gaps
and diminishing the friction and intermingling of the two populations.
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Such interventions, which should relate to the basic culture, future
boundarics and mutual relations of Jews and Arabs in Israel/Palestine,
may be crucial to their future.

Zionism and Diaspora: Geo-Cultural Dimensions Allon Gal

Zionist historiographers have until recently tended to regard that
movement as a more or less unitary world-wide phenomenon that
developed chiefly in response to problems of physical survival,

More recently, however, the need has become clear to analyse the
varieties of Zionism that emerged in different socicties and countries.
This involves examining the different experiences of emancipation and
anti-Semitism in each location, leading one to recognize that Zionism
is not merely a ‘revolution’, but an aspect of the ‘evolution’ of Jewish
communal and spiritual life. Zionism can be seen less as a single and
unprecedented phenomenon than as a diffused and historically rooted
one.

Zionist historiography should therefore turn away from the tradi-
tional quantitative approach (*how many shekel were sold, where and
when’), in order to analyse trends qualitatively in specific geo-cultural
settings. Such an approach would encourage the discussion of issues
such as the relation of Zionism to Jewish religion, ethos, gender, com-
munal life, history and identity, demonstrating it to be a variegated
social phenomenon rather than a single movement with a world-wide
‘social agenda’. This new inclusive historiography will also examine
areas in which Zionism was regarded as misplaced or evidence of dis-
loyalty, such as in Muslim lands, the English-speaking world and,
more recently, the Former Soviet Union.

Allon Gal’s proposal will be published in more detail as “Towards
Regional Zionist Historiography’, in Y. Salmon, Z. Tzahor and H.
Yablonka (eds) Issues in Zionist Historiggraphy: Yisracl Oppenbeim
Festschrift (Ben-Gurion University Press, 2004 [in Hebrew]).

Interreligious Polemics in Medieval Spain: A Jewish Response to
Ibn Hazm’s Biblical Criticism D» Martin Jacobs

The dispute about the ‘correct’ exegesis of the Hebrew Bible, central
to the Jewish-Christian encounter, seems to have been incidental in
Jewish-Muslim relations. Islam did not adopt the Hebrew Bible as a
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part of its Scriptures, although early Muslims claimed that
Muhammad had restored the monotheism of the biblical prophets to
its pristine truth, after Jewish distortion of their Scriptures. These
arguments were most claborately formulated by the Muslim scholar
Ibn Hazm of Cordoba (994-1064). Pointing to the Hebrew Bible’s
chronological and geographical inconsistencies, as well as to theologi-
cally problematical anthropomorphic descriptions of God, Ibn Hazm
claimed that the Torah must be a corruption of the text revealed to
Moses.

Jewish authors in Muslim countries reflected awareness of these
statements, but were reluctant to focus on them. The only surviving
complete Jewish monographs dealing specifically with Ibn Hazm’s
arguments were written by Shlomo ibn Adret of Barcelona (1235-1310)
and Shim‘on ben Zemah Duran (1361-1444 ), both of whom lived cen-
turies after Ibn Hazm and whose work is coloured by the fact that
they lived in Christian Spain. Although they focus on the Islamic doc-
trine which claimed the Torah was abrogated by the Qur’an, the con-
temporary  background of their arguments seems to be
Christian-Jewish disputation, their true target having been the ratio-
nalizing interpretation of the Hebrew Bible which Christians saw as
paving the way for Christian exegesis. Refuting Muslim Bible criticism
and claiming that the Jews preserve not only the original Mosaic text
but its correct observance, they argued likewise against the Christian
charge that Rabbinic Judaism perverted biblical religion.

Jewish Narrative Identity D# Daniéle Kahn-Paycha

The problematical nature of identity, limited to minorities before the
postmodern era, can now be said to relate to the whole Western
world. It may be argued that literature restores a sense of belonging
and that narrative identity can take the place of religion and other
media. Jews form a possible model for this mode of thought. They are
often defined as the people of the Book and Jewish identity has been
built almost exclusively around the Bible and the concept of the
Promised Land it contains.

For Paul Ricoeur the processes of identification and of remember-
ing are possible only through story-telling, a chain of histories cumu-
latively generating an identity. Novels by Jews are part of this
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palimpsest, including those dealing with the Shoah. Yet precisely
when Jews needed to rebuild an identity after the Second World War,
they found their experience appropriated by others and regarded as
emblematic of all human experience in the postmodern era.

Analysing the Talmudic Account of Rabbi Akiva and His Wife
Dr Admiel Kosman

The talmudic description of the relationship between Rabbi Akiva and
his wife has inspired generations of artists and writers, some of whom
have departed considerably from the original. But the narrative itself,
one of the most complex discussions of human relationships in rab-
binic literature, has a rationale of its own that is usually missed. It
appears in the Babylonian Talmud, Ketubot 62b-63a, and can be read
as a critique of the status-system of the ancient Beit Hamidrash and its
tendency to privilege outward signs of piety over more inward modes
of relating to God. The narrative reads as follows:

Rabbi Akiva worked as a shepherd for Ben Kalba Sabua, whose daughter, sce-
ing how modest and noble he was, said to him, ‘If T were to marry you, would
you go to an academy [and study]?” When he replied ‘Yes’, she secretly mar-
ried him and sent him away.

When her father heard [about he marriage to his shepherd] he banished her
from his housc and vowed to disinherit her. [Meanwhile Rabbi Akiva]
departed, spent twelve years at the academy and returned home with twelve
thousand disciples. [When he had almost reached home] he overheard an old
man say to [his, Akiva’s, wife], ‘How long will you lead a life of widowhood?’,
[to which she replied:] ‘If he would listen to me, he would [study] another
twelve years’. [Rabbi Akiva then] said: ‘It is with her consent that I am act-
ing’, and left for a further twelve years at the academy, finally returning with
twenty-four thousand disciples. When his wife heard [he was coming] and
went out to meet him, her neighbours said: ‘Borrow some respectable clothes
to wear’, but she replied: ‘A righteous man knows the soul of his beast’
[ Proverbs 12:10]. When, as she approached him, she fell on her face and kissed his
feet, his attendants were about to push her aside, but [Rabbi Akiva] cried
‘Leave her alone, mine and yours are hers’.

Her father, hearing that a great man had arrived in town, said, ‘I shall go to
him since maybe he will absolve me of my vow [to banish his daughter]’.
When he came, [Rabbi Akiva] asked “Would you have made your vow had
you known he was a great man?> The other replied, ‘[If he had known] even
one chapter or a single Halakhab [1 would not have made it]’. He then said,
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‘I am that man’, whereupon [Kalba Sabua] fell on his face, kissed [Akiva’s]
feet and gave him half his wealth.

This narrative, for all its apparent lack of detail, implicitly compares
four levels of misunderstanding concerning relationships in general.
The four individuals or groups who interact with Akiva and his wife -
Kalba Sabua, the old man, the neighbours and the attendants — each
attempt to separate them, and in the final scene the narrator explains
why they have failed.

The relationship between Akiva the shepherd, who later became a
great rabbi, and the daughter of by Kalba Sabua, one of the wealthiest
men in Jerusalem, was first opposed by Kalba Sabua himself. He
assumed, since his own approach to marriage was purely financial, that
they were motivated by gain, and disowned his daughter in order to
persuade her to return home and to make Akiva abandon her. Neither
conformed to his expectations, however.

The next opponent, the ‘old man’; viewed marriage as a partnership
in daily life and could not understand how a couple living apart could
be loyal to each other. The narrator therefore showed the strength of
their relationship to lie elsewhere, confounding what might have been
the gossip of those around the couple. Just as misguided were the
neighbours who urged her to change her clothes when Akiva arrived,
assuming his attaction to her to be merely sexual and aesthetic. Lastly
the attendants attacked the relationship on the grounds that knowl-
cdge of Torah is the sole mark of status, leaving no room for women.
Akiva explained, however, that both he and his students owed their
learning to his wife, awarding her a high rank even in that hierarchy.
The narrator implied that knowledge is as a poor an indicator of spiri-
tuality as other external factors.

The narrative therefore analyses tensions between inner spirituality
and outward appearances, the narrator hinting at this by describing
how Akiva’s wife could ‘see¢” him, even though Kalba Sabua regarded
him merely as a shepherd. The assumptions based on appearances,
represented by the old man, neighbours and attendants all prove illu-
sory, while inner perception is aligned with truth.
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Harry Truman and Israel  Professor Melvyn Leffler

President Truman supported the influx of Jews to Palestine after the
War out of sympathy for Displaced Persons, but was not enthusiastic
about the idea of a Jewish State and shied away from supporting it
until late 1946.

Between 1946 and 1948 the question of a Jewish State, more than
any other foreign-policy issue, revealed the incoherence of policymak-
ing in the Truman administration. For strategic, economic and geopo-
litical reasons almost all of Truman’s foreign-policy advisers opposed
recognizing a Jewish State. Secretary of State George Marshall, Under
Secretary of State Robert Lovett and Secretary of Defense James
Forrestal all urged the President not to support partition and recogni-
tion, although his political advisors, especially Clark Clifford and
David Niles, who did advocate recognition, finally prevailed. The
President was motivated by a mixture of humanitarian and political
considerations, but the fact that the latter finally prevailed illustrates
how domestic politics and values can trump economic and strategic
factors in making US foreign-policy decisions.

Truman resented the pressures imposed on him by Jewish and
Zionist groups in the United States and was often disgusted by Israeli
intransigeance and domestic political pressure exerted by Jewish lob-
bying groups. Neither was he indifterent to Arab and Palestinian hard-
ships and remonstrations. After 1948 he sought unsuccessfully to
pursue a more balanced policy, imposing an arms-sales embargo on
both Israel and the Arab States and supporting economic aid and
relief assistance to Arab States, Palestinian refugees and Israel. He also
ordered subordinates to seek a resolution to the refugee problem and
was initially in favor of repatriation, but finally bowed to Israeli resis-
tance and Jewish pressure, and instead championed relief and put his
imprimatur on the UN Economic Survey Mission. Throughout his
second term he sought ways to mediate between Israel and the Arab
States and to move peacemaking beyond tenuous armistice agree-
ments to a more permanent settlement. Truman’s initial proposals
called for Isracli territorial concessions, but he was repeatedly frus-
trated by the opposition of Arabs and Jews alike.

Isracl’s ability to get its way illustrates the power of small nations to
exert leverage over stronger allies. Weak clients have considerable
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leverage when issues are of paramount importance to them and only
of tertiary importance to the hegemon, especially when the weaker
State can mobilize internal support within the hegemonic nation. In
other words, the Middle East and the Palestinian - Isracli controversy
were of secondary or tertiary importance to Truman compared to the
larger priorities of European reconstruction and German and Japanese
integration into a Western-oriented system of alliances, political econ-
omy and values.

There might today be more hope for an Israeli-Palestinian settle-
ment since the Middle East has become a top priority for US decision-
makers. Truman never exercised all his influence on behalf of the
reasonable settlement he envisaged because he did not believe that the
interests of the United States were at risk. But now they are, opening
possibilities for the infusion of significant aid as well as for the provi-
sion of various strategic guarantees and perhaps even for the deploy-
ment of a peacekeeping force with a substantial US contingent.
American commitment has to be accompanied by local willingness to
make concessions, however, that the powers involved have so far been
reluctant to contemplate and even more reluctant to enact and enforce.

Texts, Maps and Archaeology: Recent Iron Age Excavations in
Jordan Professor Thomas Levy

New methods of high-precision radiocarbon dating and a wide array
of digital surveying and digital photographic technologies linked to
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) are rapidly strengthening our
ability to test hypotheses related to anthropology, biblical history and
the evolution of societies in the Ancient Near East.

Recent archaeological excavations at the Iron Age (¢. 1200-586 BCE)
metal-production site of Khirbat en-Nahas provide an important
opportunity for examining issues connected with the emergence,
maintenance and ultimate collapse of the biblical kingdom of Edom
located in Southern Jordan.

The excavations carried out in 2002 at Khirbat en Nahas (KEN),
meaning ‘ruins of copper’ in Arabic, were part of a larger project in
the Jabal Hamrat Fidan (JHF), carried out under the auspices of the
University of California San Diego and the Department of Antiquities
of Jordan. The JHF is a small mountain range located in the larger
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Faynan region of the lowlands of Edom, for more than 8ooo years the
largest copper-ore resource zone in the southern Levant. It was first
exploited during the Neolithic period, when sedentary village societies
evolved, and continued to be mined from the Bronze Age, when
urban settlements emerged, throughout the Iron Age, when historic
states evolved, up to early Islamic times. Our interest in the Iron Age
is linked to our ‘deep-time’ study of the role of ore procurement and
metallurgy in social evolution from the Neolithic period (¢ 7500-4500
BCE) up to the Iron Age, But unlike biblical scholarship, which Draws
on Iron Age rescarch because of its relevance to the Hebrew Bible,
our project examines the Iron Age for what it can tell us about the
evolution of some of the carliest small-scale State-level societies in this
part of the Middle East.

Professor Levy discussed recent high-precision radiocarbon dates
from KEN provided by the Oxford Radiocarbon Accelerator Unit,
along with archacological data analysed with GIS that shed new light
on the processes of Iron Age State evolution in one of ancient Isracl’s
ncarest neighbours. Earlier research had focused on the highlands of
the Edomite plateau and over-estimated the role of late ITron Age
Assyria (eighth-seventh centurics BCE). The new radiocarbon dates
and GIS results indicate that State-formation processes were much
carlier than previously thought in the Iron Age (¢. twelfth-tenth cen-
turies BCE). This throws new light on the centrality of copper ore in
the rise of the Edomite kingdom, the role of the carlier Judean kings
in this process, the relationship of Tron Age ethnic communities such
as the Midianites to ancient Edom and the importance of reassessing
historical data from biblical and other ancient Near Eastern texts. This
rescarch has important implications for current debates not only in
anthropology, but in what has traditionally been referred to as
‘Biblical Archacology’.

Identity-Politics in Israeli Cinema Professor Yosefa Loshitzky

The struggle to forge a collective national identity out of competing
plural ones has preoccupied Israeli socicty since the founding of the
State. Professor Loshitzky explored how Isracli films of the 1980s and
1990s contributed to this by reflecting, projecting and constructing
debates around national identity.
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The lecture focused on three major sites of struggle over Isracli iden-
tity: the Holocaust, the question of the Orient and the so-called (in an
ironic twist of the ‘Jewish question’) Palestinian question. The films
discussed raise fundamental questions about the identity of Jewish
Holocaust survivors and their children (the ‘second generation’),
Jewish immigrants from Muslim countries, or Mizrahiyim (particularly
their own second generation) and Palestinians. Recognizing that vic-
timhood marks every identity represented in the films under discussion,
the lecturer did not treat the identities as separate and coherent, but
examined the conflation, interplay and conflict between them.

Memory of Traumatic History: response to Jan T. Gross’s
Neighbours Drv Joanna Michlic

The debate about Jan Tomasz Gross’s book Neighbonrs (2000), which
describes in detail the murder of the Jewish community of Jedwabne by
its ethnic Polish neighbours on 10 July 1941, has been the most impor-
tant and longest lasting in post-Communist Poland. The publication
raised important issues, such as the rewriting of the history of Polish-
Jewish relations during the Second World War and of modern Polish
history in general, and reevaluating the self-image of Poles as victims.

The lecturer discussed recent challenges to biased representations of
Polish-Jewish relations and to the Polish self-image as victims, as well as
to the defensive approach that seeks to maintain those older representa-
tions. The investigation into the Jedwabne massacre by the Institute of
National Memory, and the official commemoration of its sixticth
anniversa, demonstrate that segments of the Polish political and cultural
elite are capable of overcoming their dark past. Reactions of right-wing-
nationalist political and cultural leaders and their supporters reveal that
the defensive approach still exerts an influence in public life. Only time
will tell whether this will eventually become marginal.

Christians, Jews and Arabs in the Later Roman Empire
Professor Fergus Millar

Roman emperors adopted Christianity from Constantine’s conversion in
312 onward, only Julian (361-3) reverting to paganism. But only under
Theodosius I, from 379, did the empire take active steps against pagan
practice and attempt to define Christian orthodoxy by the standard of
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belicf in the Trinity. Although the empire campaigned vigorously both
against paganism (by destroying many temples) and various forms of
Christian heresy, Judaism was not outlawed. There was neither active
persecution by the State nor a proposal for forcible conversion.

It might be supposed that the triumph of Christianity and its abso-

lute dominance in the ideology of the empire would have transformed
Jews into a humble, tolerated minority. But archacological and docu-
mentary evidence shows Jewish communities occupying substantial
synagogues in the heart of cities in the Diaspora in the Greek-speaking
castern half of the empire, exercising self-government and attracting
Gentiles as sympathizers (‘god-fearers’, in Greek) or even as prose-
Iytes. There is evidence of the study and exposition of the Bible and,
in one surprising case from Egypt, the composition of a formal mar-
riage-contract under Jewish law, written in Aramaic.
If we look at contemporary Christian writing, however, we find a con-
siderable level of anxiety about the challenge posed by Judaism, theo
logical disputes between individual Jews and Christians, and cven
episodes of communal violence in which the initiative did not always
lic with the local Christians.

Most striking of all, however, is the information provided by the
Ecclesinsticnl History written in the first half of the fifth century by
Sozomenus, a historian from near Gaza. He reports (vi:38) that the
Arabs of the frontier zone had been influenced by the biblical story of
Abraham, Hagar and their son Ishmael to accept the story of their
descent from Ishmael and were making this the basis for conversion
from their current paganism to monotheism. Sozomenus says that not
only Christians but Jews had preached this doctrine to Arab groups,
showing Christianity and Judaism to have been in competition in a
way that is directly relevant to the origins of Islam, which burst on the
Greek-speaking  castern Roman empire some  Iwo centuries after
Sozomenus was writing.

Reinventing Shylock: Romanticism and the Representation of
Shakespeare’s Jew  Professor Judith Page

In this paper, based on a chapter from her work in progress on British
Romanticism and Judaism, Professor Page argued that the actor
Edmund Kean transformed the role of Shylock from comic villain to
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tragic figure. Kean’s performance for the first time brought fierce and
complicated sympathy to the role of Shylock, as described by the critic
William Hazlitt who was in the audience at Drury Lane during Kean’s
first performance of the play on 26 January 1814 and wrote about the
power of his rendition of Shakespeare’s Jew. Kean’s performance and
Hazlitt’s assessment of its sympathy and humanity conspired to
change Shakespeare’s character forever.

Theatrical and literary readings of The Merchant of Venice since the
Romantic period have tended to focus upon the representation of
Shylock, despite his proportionally small presence on stage, and upon his
status as a cultural signifier of Jews and Jewishness. In fact Hazlitt wrote
about Kean’s Shylock to promote a new way of seeing Shakespeare’s play
and of understanding Jewish identity in terms of the dynamics of sympa-
thy. But philosophically less aware parts of the audience, including many
critics, were more interested in establishing the limits of sympathy in
British theatre for ethnic and religious others. This distinction plays up
the tension in the Romantic period between the desire for imaginative
sympathy and accommodation, on the one hand, and the discourse of
national identity based on establishing boundaries and affirming ditfer-
ences, on the other hand. Kean’s Shylock, and the various responses to
it, highlight this tension within the theatre and its public discourses.

Maimonides on Divine Attributes and Human Perfection (or
How to Imitate Someone About Whom you Know Nothing)
Dr Daniel Rynbold

Important themes in Maimonides’ The Guide of the Perplexed are his
theory of the meaning of divine attributes and his discussions of
human perfection. The former dictates that ‘silence and limiting one-
sclf to the apprehensions of the intellect are more appropriate’ (Guide
I: 59) than using linguistic representations of God. But if the ultimate
human perfection is imitatio dei, how we are to imitate a God that we
cannot possibly, and even may not, describe? A key to answering at
least part of this question emerges from a careful reading of the chal-
lenging closing paragraphs of the Guide, and from Maimonides’ dis-
cussions elsewhere on how we are to understand talk of God’s actions.

The end of the Guide has long been controversial, for although
much of the book exalts a purely intellectual end for man, Maimonides
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suddenly takes a practical view, writing that ‘after he has achieved this
apprehension, [the perfect individual] will always have in view lovizng-
Lindness, rightcousness and judgement, through assimilation to [God’s]
actions, may He be exalted, just as we have explained several times in
this Treatise’ ( Guide 111:54). But when we look at how Maimonides has
explained God’s actions ‘several times in this Treatise’, we find that
when ascribing action to God, he says we are not to ascribe the internal
corollary that usually accompanies such an action in humans. So
although we might say that a human act of mercy issues from an inter-
nal quality of mercy, with God we cannot make the inference from
merciful action to internal quality.

At the end of the Guide, therefore, Maimonides’ talk of assimilation
to God’s actions as part of the ultimate perfection can be understood
as asserting that the perfect individual acts while his mind is actually
elsewhere. Like Maimonides’ Moses, one is to continue contemplating
‘true realities’ while administering practical human affairs. Most
importantly, acting in such a way is actually a form of imitatio dei.

Reflections on Emancipation Professor David Sovkin

The time has come for a rethinking of Jewish emancipation in Europe.
The two widespread notions of emancipation, the geographical one of
an east-west divide and the conceptual one of a transition from the
autonomous community to something more integrated to surround-
ing society, are insufficient. They do not recognize the diversity of
European Jewry and the resultant variety in the paths and meanings of
emancipation. Similarly, the dominant focus on the period 1780-1870
should be extended both backwards to the 1650s and forwards to 1919.

Professor Sorkin suggested four statuses which would allow us to
describe the situation before and during emancipation: toleration, civil
inclusion, partial emancipation and full emancipation. These cate-
gories allow us to distinguish three distinct experiences which fit the
three geographical regions. Western Europe (Britain, Holland and
France) went from civil inclusion to full emancipation; Central Europe
(German states, Habsburg lands, Italy) underwent a protracted pro-
cess from toleration to partial to full emancipation; and Eastern
Europe (Poland, Russia) passed from toleration through a long period
of partial emancipation to a belated full emancipation.
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The Lexicon of the Ladino Haggadot
Professor Ova (Rodvigue) Schwarzwald

Judeo-Spanish or Judezmo (JS), spoken by Jews originating from
Spain, was brought by exiles of 1492 to the Ottoman Empire, where it
flourished. Some of those who settled in North Africa used the variety
known as Chakitin, while descendants of ex-converted Jews kept lin-
guistic norms closer to Spanish and Portuguese than the others. The
term Ladino is reserved by scholars for the language of liturgical trans-
lations from Hebrew, including translations of the Haggadah. 1n all
its forms, JS is currently an endangered language.

The Ladino Passover Haggador in this study, published since 1609 in
Venice, Leghorn (Livorno), DPisa, Salonika, Belgrade, Vienna,
Constantinople, Budapest and Tel Aviv, differ linguistically in several
aspects, even though they served communities both of ex-converts (in
Italy) and of exiles in the former Ottoman Empire. All include Hebrew
words in the course of the translation, but reflect different usages.
‘Rabbis’ are 7ibisimn in Venice, but scnyores Hakbamim in Budapest,
while ‘denied the existence of God’, is usually kafio, from the Hebrew
kafnr, in eastern Haggadot, but nyego in western ones. The order of
the four ritual questions follows that in the Jerwsalen Talnud, and
there are no Piyyutim at the end, at least in the carly Haggador.

The Haggndot contain rubrics in Hebrew and JS, and occasionally
also pictures with captions in Ladino, which in Italy are sometimes
written in rhyme. Pictures are rare in the east, where the captions are
only occasionally in Ladino.

The most significant differences between Haggadot are found in the
translations, however, making the task of the lexicon editor extremely
difficult.

Writing to Remember: The Role of the Holocaust Witness
Dy Zoé Waxman

Postwar responses to the Holocaust mediate between the memory of
witnessing the atrocities and the comprehension and conception of
the Holocaust as a historical event in constructing and reconstructing,
testimony. The concept of the Holocaust acts as an organizer of mem-
ory not only for events contained within it, but for memories of other
events.
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The way in which survivors have to confront the fact that while they
survived, millions did not, has a significant effect on the giving of tes-
timony. Many feel not only a moral duty to testify, but the need to
account for their survival. The postwar introduction of the term the
Holocaust has meant that, for survivors, individual experiences have
become part of a collective historical memory. But many Jews even in
the ghettos and concentration camps vowed to ensure that the world
would one day know of the crimes commirted against them, as sur-
vivors bore witness in the immediate postwar period. In recent years,
however, the role of the witness has come to encompass also the offer-
ing of warnings against future cases of ethnic cleansing and genocide.
While many survivors have accepted this role, the merging of individ-
ual expericnce into a collective historical memory both conceals the
diversity of experiences and mediates the writing of testimony.

Yosippon and Yerahme’el: Two Examples of Hebrew Medieval
Historiography Professor Witold Witakowski

Defining a narrative text as historiography must depend on what is
known of the author’s purpose and on factors such as the chronologi-
cal order of the material. The anonymous Chronicle of Yosippon
(known as Sefer Yosippon, of the tenth century) and the Chronicle of
Yerabme'el (recently published as Sefer ha-Zikhronot, of the twelfth-
thirteenth centurics) contain much midrashic-haggadic as well as his-
rorical material. The Chronicle of Yerabme'el survives in a unique
manuscript most probably intended for a single family, while the
Chionicle of Yosippon was popular during and after the medieval
period and has been preserved in many versions.

Both set out to be universal chronicles, starting cither from
Creation or from an ethno-geographical description of the world, the
latter a version of Hippolytus of Rome’s third-century Diainerisiios,
the *Division [of the earth between the sons of Noah .

Many Second Temple sources were transmitted outside the Jewish
tradition. such as the pseudepigrapha and the writings of Josephus,
the main source for the Chronicle of Yosippon, so authors had to resort
to Christian sources, occasionally inventing material to fill lacunac.
Such material should not be disparaged as purely imaginary or leg-
endary, however, since historiographic hypotheses such as the Stony of
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Sepho, totally unhistorical for modern readers, provided the author of
the Chronicle of Yosippon with a link between the history of the Jews
and that of ancient Rome which reflects contemporary priorities.
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The Leopold Muller Memorial Library

THE MAIN TASK of the past academic year was the automation of the
Library catalogue first announced in last year’s Report. The Western-
languages titles have been integrated into the Oxford Libraries Infor-
mation System (OLIS), as a result of which the Leopold Muller
Memorial Library has finally joined Oxford University. In other words,
the Library is now listed in the guide for University libraries and in the
online guides for libraries associated with the University of Oxford. The
Library can be scarched for by the name ‘Oxford Centre for Hebrew
and Jewish Studies’ under ‘Oriental Studies’, Yiddish’ and the newly
created entry ‘Jewish Studies’. Each entry gives direct access to the
Library’s homepage and to detailed information about Library staff,
opening hours, admission and borrowing policies and subjects covered.

As also outlined in the previous Report, work has begun on the cre-
ation of a separate database for the Hebrew and Yiddish holdings, in line
with the standards used by OLIS (MARCar). In order to contribute opti-
mally to the academic services available in Oxford it was decided to cata-
logue Modern Hebrew literature first, since this section contains many
works that cannot easily be found elsewhere in the United Kingdom.
Two part-time Hebrew cataloguers, Avi Raz and Michal Pinkas, have cre-
ated a database of 5000 titles for this section, and Michal Pinkas has also
catalogued the Catherine Lewis Yizkor Books Collection. Both the Mod-
ern Hebrew literature and the Yizkor books are now on line and can be
accessed via the Library’s homepage on the Centre’s website. It is hoped
that by the end of next academic year the sections on Israel, Zionism and
Jewish history will also be on line. Work on cataloguing the Yiddish col-
lection will begin. As was similarly mentioned in last year’s Report, as
soon as OLIS is able to display Hebrew, the database of the Leopold
Muller Memorial Library will be transferred to it.

Acquisitions Policy

The Librarian has discussed with colleagues an acquisition policy which
will give the Library its own place within the Oxford Library Services,
meeting a need in the field of Hebrew and Jewish Studies. This policy
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will be based on a ‘no duplicates strategy’ combined with a free Oxford
Interlibrary Service. The ‘no duplicates strategy’ will not apply to mate-
rial requested by Fellows or lecturers for their courses or to material
housed in the Bodleian which is not available for loan.

Aside from the valuable collection of Yizkor books (for which the
Library is fortunate to have special funding on a regular basis) and the
bibliographical section which is to be kept up to date, the Library will
specialize in Modern Hebrew literature in Hebrew and translation,
based on the existing Kressel and Elkoshi collections; Yiddish, in coop-
eration with the Taylorian Library; archive publications of modern Jew-
ish history in microform; trends in modern Judaism; and periodicals on
Hebrew and Jewish Studies.

The Librarian has been invited to join COLPOSANE (Committee
on Library Provision Oriental Studies Ancient Near East), a committee
convened for the purpose of facilitating a focused acquisitions policy for
the various libraries in the field of Oriental and Ancient Near East Stud-
ies, including Hebrew and Jewish Studies.

In the case of Yiddish a shared acquisitions policy has already been
established with the Taylorian Library, which will concentrate on texts
and linguistics, while the Leopold Muller Memorial Library will acquire
translations from the Yiddish and material on the history of Yiddish,
and on Yiddish art and theatre.

Donations, Acquisitions and Pevmanent Loan

During the past academic year the holdings of the Library have been
enriched by several valuable donations which are hereby gratefully
acknowledged.

An endowment in memory of the late Sir Isaiah Berlin will enable the
Library to purchase books on Jewish philosophy and history on an
annual basis. These are listed on page 144 of this Reporz. In addition,
part of Sir Isaiah’s own collection, mainly on Jewish history, has been
donated to the Library by Lady Berlin.

The Hans and Rita Oppenheimer Fund is a permanent endowment
of the Centre in memory of Hans and Rita Oppenheimer, who per-
ished in Bergen-Belsen, and their respective parents who died in Sobi-
bor, for acquiring books related to the Holocaust. A number of recent
publications have been purchased, among them R. Lerer Cohen and

80



The Leopold Muller Memorial Library

S. Issroff’s, The Holocaust in Lithuania, 1941-1945, Vols 1-3 (Jerusalem
2002). All are listed on pages 148-9 of this Report.

Thanks to the Catherine Lewis Foundation, the Library acquired 150
more Yizkor books during the past academic year, bringing the total
collection to nearly 600 volumes. These memorials to Jewish commu-
nities destroyed in the Holocaust are indispensable sources of informa-
tion regarding Jewish communities in Eastern and Central Europe.
This collection, the largest unified open-access collection of its type in
Europe, containing many unique items, is now housed in the Catherine
Lewis Room, offering readers a quiet environment for study, with inter-
net facilities enabling the reader to search the ‘JewishGen’ catalogue of
Jewish genealogy or the ‘StetlSeeker’ site for locating required sites.
The catalogue of the collection is accessible on the website homepage
of the Library, and the new acquisitions listed on pages 144-8 of this
Report.

A fine collection of approximately 600 books from the library of the
late Sir Leon Simon (1881-1965), the Zionist leader, Hebrew writer and
British civil servant, was donated by his daughter Mrs I. Mayer. The
collection covers subjects such as Jewish philosophy, history and Zion-
ism (in Hebrew and English) and Hebrew translations.

Mr and Mrs R. Watts donated a collection of books on the Jews in
Hamburg from the bequest of Emma Simonsohn. Born in Hamburg in
1901, Emma Simonsohn came to England in 1939 and died in Bishop’s
Storttord on 13 February 2003.

The library received a most welcome donation from Elizabeth and
Daniel Peltz which enabled the Librarian to purchase major works on
the Targumim, the Aramaic translations of the Bible, including a criti-
cal edition of Tasgum Neophyti, the oldest Aramaic translation of the
Pentateuch, an English translation of all the Targumim and various ref-
erence works. A further acquisition was a full set of the Soncino edition
of the Babylonian Talmud in Hebrew/Aramaic-English. These major
tools, essential to every library of Hebrew and Jewish studies, have
found their appropriate place on the shelves. They are listed on pages
149—50 of this Report.

Much appreciated is the support of Jack Lunzer, who enabled the
Library to acquire the six volumes of final reports of the Masada excava-
tions by Yigael Yadin (1089-1999) and several publications on the Cairo
Geniza, all of which are listed on page 148 of this Report.
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The Library gratefully accepted a collection of books on Zionism,
Isracl and Holocaust and of Hebrew and Yiddish literature, which
formed part of the library of the journalist and writer S. G. Goldsmith
(1910-1995) and were donated by his daughter Professor Tessa Rajak.

Sir Moses Montefiore (1784-1885), the most famous Anglo-Jew of the
nineteenth century and a patron of scholars, built up a unique and
extremely valuable collection of manuscripts. This was substantially
enhanced by Dr Moses Gaster (1856-1939) who purchased important
manuscripts, formerly the property of Leopold Zunz, one of the
founders of the ‘Science of Judaism’, and of the bibliophile Solomon
Hayyim Halberstam. The collection, which was placed on loan in Jews’
College in 1897 and put on microfiche in 1994, includes works on Bible,
Targum, Midrash, Commentaries, Talmud and Halakhah, Liturgy,
Philosophy, Kabbalah, Poetry, Grammar and Lexicography, Mathe-
matics and Astronomy, as well as miscellaneous material, Montefioriana
and Censuses. (For full details of the manuscripts sece Hartwig
Hirschfeld, Descriptive Catalogue of the Hebrew Manuscripts of the Mon-
tefiore Library, London 1904..) The Trustees of the Montefiore Endow-
ment at Ramsgate decided in October 2002 to place a complete set of
microfiches of the collection on long-term loan in the Leopold Muller
Memorial Library. The Library staff is proud to be custodians of this
unique set of microfiches, presently the only access to the Montefiore
Collection, and to be able to make it accessible for research.
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NOwW THAT THE Qumran Project has concluded the core of its work,
an opportunity has arisen for the Centre to facilitate new areas of
research related to the archacology of the Levant and the biblical world.
Levantine archacology complements the tradition of Dead Sea Scroll
research at the Centre and is in many respects the only field that can
produce ‘new’ sources of data on the biblical world and the ancient
Near East. While the Ashmolean Museum has a fine collection of
archaeological materials from the Levant and ancient Near East, these
artifacts come mostly from excavations carried out carly in the twenti-
eth century when the precise provenance of finds was often not
recorded, resulting in the loss of information on their social signifi-
cance. There is also little room at the Ashmolean to incorporate impor-
tant new archaeological materials.

It is in this spirit that the Centre established the Oxford Levantine
Archaeology Laboratory at the Leopold Muller Memorial Library. Pro-
fessor Thomas Levy, of the Department of Anthropology at the Uni-
versity of California, San Diego (UCSD), has been appointed Visiting
Director of the new laboratory. He is also director of the UCSD Judaic
Studies Program, and it is hoped that the new laboratory will also pro-
mote research- and teaching-synergies between the University of Cali-
fornia and the University of Oxford. The new archacology laboratory
will similarly broaden ties between the Centre and the Oxford faculty
structure.

Two projects are already in place in Yarnton. The first involves col-
laboration with Professor Andrew Sherratt, of the School of Archaeol-
ogy of the University of Oxford and curator of the European
prehistoric collections in the Ashmolean Museum. It was he who sug-
gested that the first domestic animals may have been used not for their
‘secondary products’ (milk, wool, hair and traction), but for meat, and
that milking and the exploitation of other secondary animal products
become part of prehistoric farming practices only around 4000 BCE.
This socio-economic transition helped promote social evolutionary
changes such as the birth of pastoral nomadic communities, the emer-
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gence of the Mediterranean farming economy and the rise of complex
State-level societies. The Oxford Levantine Archaeology laboratory has
provided pottery sherds from vessels found in Isracl’s Negev desert dat-
ing from ¢. 4500—4000 BCE to test Sherratt’s ‘secondary-products-rev-
olution’ hypothesis by analysing residues for evidence of milk. The
samples are currently being tested in Professor Richard Evershed’s Bio-
geochemistry Research Centre at the University of Bristol.

The other project concerns the high-precision radiocarbon dating of
material from the Iron Age (¢. 1200-586 BCE) in the southern Levant.
Carbon samples from Professor Levy’s recent excavations at the Iron
Age metal-production site of Khirbat en Nahas in Jordan, carried out
jointly by UCSD, Dr Mohammad Najjar of the Department of Antiqui-
ties of Jordan and Dr Russell Adams (McMaster University, Canada),
provide an important assemblage of dating materials to examine the rise
of the kingdom of Edom. The Hebrew Bible contains evidence about
this Iron Age polity from the eighth to the sixth centuries BCE, but until
recently there have been few high-precision radiocarbon datings that
can be used to establish an objective chronology for the area, one of
ancient Israel’s most important neighbours. The newly founded
Oxford Levantine Archaeology Laboratory is now involved with a
radiocarbon-dating project in collaboration with Dr Tom Higham of
the Oxford Radiocarbon Accelerator Unit, Research Laboratory for
Archaeology and History of Art, University of Oxford. This research
promises to go a long way towards solving the dating problems of bibli-
cal Edom.

The new unit at Yarnton plans to co-host an international conference
on radiocarbon dating and the Iron Age of the Southern Levant in
September 2004 to highlight this research.
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THE PAST ACADEMIC year has seen the publication of M. G. Abegg,
Jr, with J. E. Bowley and E. M. Cook, in consultation with E. Tov, The
Dead Sea Scrolls Concordance I. The Non-Biblical Texts from Qumran
(Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2003). The appearance of this concordance, an
addition to the thirty-seven volumes of the Discoveries in the Judaean
Desert series covering all the non-biblical texts found at Qumran, was
partly supported by the Centre.

Journal of Jewish Studies

THE Journal of Jewish Studies continues its regular biannual appearance
under the editorship of Professor Geza Vermes FBA (University of
Oxford) and Professor Tessa Rajak (University of Reading), with Dr
Sarah Pearce of the University of Southampton acting as Reviews Edi-
tor. Margaret Vermes is in charge of the administration of the Journal.
The website (www jjs-online.net) is widely used.

Volume s3, no. 2 appeared in the autumn and includes Professor Shi-
mon Shamir’s Twenty-first Sacks Lecture on ‘The Acceptance of the
Other: Liberal Interpretations of Islam and Judaism in Egypt and
Isracl’, preceded by an introduction by HRH Prince El Hassan bin
Talal of Jordan. The issue covers a wide range of subjects from the
period of the Second Temple to early-twentieth-century Russian-Jew-
ish intellectuals.

Volume 54, no. 1 appeared in the spring and deals among other topics
with supernatural healing in Judaism and Christianity, the rabbinic view
of the persecution of Jews by Romans, the dialectics in the aggada of
the Babylonian Talmud and Jewish Aramaic magic bowls.

Both issues contain a rich selection of book reviews on Jewish sub-
jects of every kind.
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The European Association of
Jewish Studies

THE SECRETARIAT OF the European Association of Jewish Studies,
based at Yarnton since 1995, was administered throughout the year by
Dr Karina Stern under the supervision of Dr Sacha Stern of the School
of Oriental and African Studies, London. The Secretariat was involved
in organizing the Association’s annual colloquium at Yarnton, on the
theme of ‘Teaching the Holocaust in Higher Education in Europe’,
held in July 2003. Support for this colloquium was granted by the
British Academy and the Institute for Polish-Jewish Studies, to enable
five overseas scholars to give presentations: one each from Germany,
Hungary, Lithuania, Poland and Russia.

Looted Art Research Unit

The Unit’s Central Registry of Information on Looted Cultural Prop-
erty 1933-1945 has set up a comprehensive website, which went live on
3 December 2002, containing original research relating to cultural
property looted between 1933 and 1945, including art collections,
libraries, archives and Judaica. The Registry provides a permanent
record relating not only to the history of Jewish collections, but to the
role in their disposal of governments, museums, collectors and the art-
trade both during and after the War. Information on over forty coun-
tries is available, as well as data on more than 20,000 looted works that
are still missing or which have been identified and await recovery by
their rightful owners. Original research carried out by the Unit includes
the recently discovery of some 1500 looted books which entered the
University Library of Bremen in 1942 following Gestapo auctions of
Jewish property. The names of about ninety original owners have been
identified and are available on the site to help locate them or their heirs.

The website address is: www .lootedart.com
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Institute for Polish-Jewish Studies

TuE INsTITUTE FOR Polish-Jewish Studies, an associated institute
of the Centre, this year published volume 15 of Polin: Studivs in Polish
Jewry, edited by Professor Antony Polonsky. Focusing on Jewish reli-
gious life in Poland, 1500-1900, it contains fifteen papers on this central
theme (examining such topics as printing, Hasidism, rabbinics, Polish
attitudes towards Jewish spirituality, Purim festivities and the Frankist
movement), as well as nine other papers, six review essays, a full com-
plement of book reviews, and the editor’s introduction. In November a
one-day international conference to launch the volume was held at the
Polish Embassy in London, where papers were given by three rabbis
(including one from Cracow, who described his recent work in prepar-
ing a modern rabbinic translation of the Torah into Polish). Dr Ada
Rapoport-Albert, from University College London, spoke on the sub-
ject of women in Hasidism, and one paper was presented by Pawel
Maciejko, a former student of the Centre.

Rafael Scharf, a founding member of the Institute’s council, who
delivered a lecture at the Centre entitled “Extenuating Circumstances?
A Personal Memoir of Polish-Jewish Relations’ in the previous aca-
demic year, was published as a pamphlet by the Centre in collaboration
with the Institute as the fourth Goldman Lecture.
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The Website of the Oxford Centre for
Hebrew and Jewish Studies

A NEW SECTION of the Centre’s website devoted to the Leopold
Muller Memorial Library has been developed. This details opening
times and new acquisitions, and includes descriptions of the Kressel
Library, Kressel Archive, Yizkor books and Microform collections.
There are also links to library resources and a brief history of the
Library.

The Centre’s website continues to provide full details of seminars,
lectures and events held each term, as well as a version of the regular
newsletter online. News from past students on the MSt in Jewish Stud-
ies, formerly the Diploma Course, is available in the Alumni News sec-
tion. Please email the Centre if you are an ex-student and would like to
send in any news of your own for the website.

Visit the Centre on-line at http://associnst.ox.ac.uk/ochjs/
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Dr Glenda Abvamson

Dr Abramson worked throughout the year on a new edition of her
Bluekwell Companion to Jewish Culture, first published in 1980. She
taught several courses, including *History of Hebrew Literature’, “Top-
ics in the History of Modern Hebrew Literature’, *Modern Hebrew
Poetry’, “Modern Hebrew Fiction® and “Specch and Silence: Methods
of Response in Modern Hebrew Literature’, the latter for the MSt pro-
gramme. She convened the Centre’s David Patrerson Seminars during
Michaclmas Term, chaired the Sub-Faculty for Near Eastern Studies
and the Standing Committee for Near Eastern Studics. She continues
to edit The Journal of Modern Jewish Studics.

Dv Mivi Freud-Kandel

Dr Frend-Kandel took up her Junior Rescarch Fellowship at Wolfson
College in October 2002, researching the concept of the *faithful rem-
nant’ as it has been reclimed by certain Orthodox communities in the
English-speaking world. In Hilary Term she delivered a paper on the
initial findings of this research, entitled ‘Contemporary Orthodox
Interpretations of the Concept of the “Faithful Remnant™, at the The-
ology Faculty’s Interdisciplinary Seminar on the Study of Religion, She
attended the VIIth Congress of the European Association of Jewish
Studices in Amsterdam in July and gave a paper at the summer confer-
ence of the British Association of Jewish Studies on the topic of “Torah
ime derekl erets: Contemporary Interpretations of the Hirschian Princi-
ple of Synthesis between Judaism and Secular Studies’, She has been
commissioned to co-edit a publication by Oxford University Press enti-
tled Modern Judaism: An Oxford Guide on which she has been work-
ing, and has been finalizing 2 manuscript for publication on
Anglo-Jewish Orthodoxy and its Chief Rabbinate.

Throughout the year she taught and examined undergraduates and
graduates from the Faculties of Theology and Oriental Studics. She
delivered a new course entitled ‘An Introduction to Jewish Life,
Thought and Worship’, a lecture series on ‘Modern Judaism in History
and Society’ and taught a course entitled “The Emergence of Modern
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Continuing Activitics

Religious Movements in Judaism’ for the MSt in Jewish Studies. She
also taught and examined undergraduates and graduates in the Faculty
of Divinity at the University of Cambridge. In collaboration with the
Centre for Vaishnava and Hindu Studies she was involved in organizing
what is expected to be an ongoing series of joint seminars co-sponsored
the Centre, and gave a paper in a series of two seminars examining the
theme of Jewish and Hindu domestic and dietary rituals.

Professor Martin Goodman

Professor Goodman continued with teaching, examination and admin-
istration, until the beginning of his sabbatical leave in Trinity Term.

In Michaelmas and Hilary terms he held regular Tuesday-afternoon
seminars on Jewish History and Literature in the Graeco-Roman
Period, and in Michaelmas he organized with Professor Robert Parker a
seminar series on ‘Purity and Pollution in Ancient Religion’, as part of'a
project under the auspices of the Oxford-Princeton Rescarch Partner-
ship. In January he oversaw the organization of a graduate workshop in
New College, Oxford, on the same theme, attended by over twenty
Princeton and Oxford students.

In July he took part in a panel discussion on the underlying philo-
sophy of The Oxford Handbook of Jewish Studies at the Congress of the
European Association for Jewish Studies in Amsterdam; in September
he presented a paper on ‘Coinage and Identity: The Jewish Evidence’ at
a conference on coinage and identity held in Oxford; in October gave a
lecture on ‘Images of Jews in the New Testament: The Historical Back-
ground’ at the Department for Continuing Education in Oxford and a
seminar at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem on ‘The Use of Rab-
binic Texts for History’. In November he lectured at the Sorbonne on
“The History of the Journal of Jewish Studies’ at a Table Ronde celebrat-
ing the 122nd anniversary of the Revie des Etudes Juives.

In February he delivered the Dabis Lecture on ‘Herod’s Temple’ at
Royal Holloway College, London, and in April he gave a paper on “The
Place of the Sadducees in First-century Judaism’ at a conference in hon-
our of E. P. Sanders at Notre Dame University. In May he presented a
paper on ‘Josephus and Variety in First-century Judaism’ at the Insti-
tute for Advanced Study in Jerusalem, and in June lectured on ‘Deci-
phering the Meaning of Images: The Cultural Context of Jewish Art in
Late Antiquity’ at UCLA, Los Angeles, and on ‘The Temple in
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Jerusalem’ to the ‘Worlds Converge’ conference at the Law Society in
London.

He was chairman of the Oxford University Teaching and Rescarch
Unit in Hebrew and Jewish Studies management committee until his
sabbatical leave, and was responsible for the administration in Oxtord
of the Oxford-Princeton research project on Religion and Culture in
the Eastern Mediterranean World. He continued to serve as editor of
the Journal of Roman Studies.

In autumn 2002 he completed preparing for the press The Oxford
Handbook of Jewish Studies, published by Oxford University Press in
December 2002, He was awarded a British Academy Readership for
20033, enabling him to concentrate full-time on research for two
years.

Ronald Nettler

Ronald Nettler continued teaching for the BA in Jewish Studies and
Arabic/Islamic Studies, the MSt in Jewish Studies and the MSt and
MPhil in Modern Middle Eastern Studies. He also continued as coordi-
nator for the MSt and MPhil in Modern Middle Eastern Studies, and as
1 member of the Graduate Studies Committee in the Oriental Faculty.
Within the Centre he continued to serve as Academic Director, until his
sabbatical leave in Trinity Term.

He made final corrections to his forthcoming book Sufi Metaphysics
and Qui’anic Prophets: Ibn Arabi’s Thought and Method in the Fusus al-
Hilkamn, one theme of which is the ways Biblical and Qur’anic themes
served in the formation of Islamic mystical philosophy. He also finished
a paper on the figure of Jonah in Islamic thought, to be published in
the Maghreb Review journal, and another on modern Qur’an interpre-
tation, to be published in an Oxford University Press volume.

Dv» Emanuele Ottolenghi

Dr Ottolenghi, Leone Ginsburg Fellow in Isracli Law, Politics and
Society, organized an Isracli film season in Michaelmas Term, address-
ing various aspects of Israeli history, politics and society. Each screening
was followed by a discussion. In Hilary Term he organized a lecture
series by various visiting specialists, including Professor Ilan Peleg of
Lafayette College, Professors Sergio DellaPergola, Avner de-Shalit and
Alon Kadish of the Hebrew University, Professor Viadimir Ze’ev
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Khanin of Bar-Ilan University and Professor Binyamin Neuberger of
the Open University of Tel Aviv.

He continued to serve as reviews editor for The Journal of Modern
Jewish Studies and as Tutorial Secretary for the BA programme in
Hebrew and Jewish Studies. He also organized the Centre’s Isaiah
Berlin Public Lectures in Middle East, this year delivered by Avraham
Sela, Shlomo Ben-Ami and Shlomo Avineri.

His research focused on aspects of Israel’s constitution, especially the
clectoral system. In connection with this he participated in panel discus-
sions on Israel’s elections at the New North London Community Cen-
tre and at the School of Oriental and African Studies, London, and
presented analyses of the election results at the Sephardi Centre in Lon-
don, at the London Jewish Cultural Centre together with Isracl’s for-
mer Foreign Minister Shlomo Ben-Ami, and on two occasions at the
Middle East Centre in panel debates with Professor Avi Shlaim. In
February he lectured on Isracl’s elections at Chatham House in Lon-
don and in April on Israel’s elections and changes in public opinion at
the political science department in Ravenna, Italy.

He lectured on the Middle East conflict at the Oxford Department of
Continuing Education and at Thames Valley Limmud conference in
October; the Oxford United Nations Society and the Limmud national
conference in Nottingham in December; in Turin at the Italy-Israel
Friendship Association in March; as well as in various Jewish commu-
nity centres across the UK. In November he gave a seminar on Israel’s
religious status quo for the Oxford University Anthropology depart-
ment’s seminar on ‘The Nation State and Religious Identity’ and par-
ticipated in a day-conference on ‘Religion and Ideology’ in the
post-9,/11 world at Chatham House, as well as a panel debate on anti-
Semitism with The Times’s columnist Michael Gove. In January he
attended a Ditchley Park conference on terrorism. In March he partici-
pated in a panel debate on Israel and the media with The Guardian’s
columnist David Hearst at Wolfson College. In April he discussed
Carlo Panella’s biography of the Iraqi president Saddam Hussein at a
panel debate in Bologna, Italy. In May he delivered the annual memo-
rial lecture at the Finchley Progressive Community Centre, and then
travelled to Rome to participate in a seminar organized by the Iralian
magistrates’ and barristers’ association ‘Magistratura Democratica’,
where he lectured on the Middle East after Operation Iraqi Freedom.
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In June he spoke at the Society for Jewish Study in London and gave a
three-session seminar at the Birmingham Mosaic programme on “The
Paradox of Isracl: Society, Memory, Identity and Conflict’.

He appears regularly on the Italian radio news channel Radio 24, and
since October 2002 has published some thirty weekly articles and essays
in his column for the Italian daily I/ Foglio.

Dv David Pattevson

Dr Patterson organized and attended meetings of the Board of the
American Friends of the Centre in New York in October 2002 and May
2003, and continued to serve on the Centre’s Fundraising Committee.
In July 2002 he lectured to the Council of Christians and Jews in
Oxford on “The Crisis of Faith in Modern Jewish Literature’ and in
November to the University of the Third Age, Oxford, on “The Oxford
Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies: Origins and Aspirations’. In
April 2003 he attended a conference on Aharon Appelfeld in Cam-
bridge. He continues to work with Professor Ezra Spicehandler on a
translation of Brenner’s novels. In June 2003 he was awarded a CBE for
Services to Jewish Studies in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List.

Dv David Rechter

Dr Rechter worked on a history of the Jews of Habsburg Bukovina dur-
ing sabbatical leave in Michaclmas Term. He served as Director of
Studies of the MSt in Jewish Studies, as well as convening (together
with Professors R. J. W. Evans and R. Crampton) a seminar in Modern
European Jewish History for the European Studies Centre, St Antony’s
College, and the Modern History Faculty. He was invited to join the
Executive of the Leo Baeck Institute, London, and the Committee of
the British Association of Jewish Studies.

Dv Alison Salvesen

Dr Salvesen, who has been appointed Fellow in Jewish Bible Versions,
was invited to join the Executive Committee of the Hexapla Institute.
In November, at the Society of Biblical Literature in Toronto, she was
involved in discussions on the Institute’s project to produce a new criti-
cal edition of the Jewish Greek revisions of the Septuagint. She also
read a paper on the significance of Aquila, Symmachus and Theodotion
for the study of antiquity, especially rabbinics and patristics, to the
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International Organisation for Septuagint and Cognate Studies. She
spoke on the same subject to the Texthistorisch Werkgezelschap ‘P. A.
H. de Boer’ at Leiden University in March, and to the Septuagint Semi-
nar at Reading University in June. In September she gave a paper on
attitudes to prayer and the sacrificial cult in the Targum and Syriac ver-
sions of I Samuel, at the Fifth World Syriac Conference in Kerala, India,
and in February delivered another to the seminar entitled ‘Origen,
Jerome and the Hebraization of Scripture’ at the Centre for Jewish-
Christian Relations in Cambridge. She worked on the database of frag-
mentary Jewish Greek versions of the book of Exodus during her
sabbatical leave in Michaelmas and Trinity terms.

During Hilary Term she lectured on ‘Jewish and Christian Bible
Interpretation’ for the Centre’s MSt course, and also taught reading
courses in elementary Syriac and on Targum Isaiah to graduates in the
Oriental Institute. She served as internal examiner for an Oxford DPhil
thesis on angelology in antiquity.

D Joseph Sherman

In September 2002 Dr Sherman delivered a paper entitled “The Non-
Reflecting Mirror: Gogol’s Influence on Sholem Aleichem” at the bien-
nial conference of the Russian Neo-Formalist Circle at Mansfield
College, Oxford, which this year focused on the work of Nikolai Gogol.
In October he gave a talk entitled ‘Isaac Bashevis Singer and the Nobel
Prize for Literature’ at the annual Thames Valley Limmud, held in
Reading. In November he addressed a Chabad group at Hertford Col-
lege on “The Myth of the Jewish Pope in Yiddish Literature’, and lec-
tured on “The Jews of Lithuania: The South African Connection’ at a
symposium on the Jews of Lithuania convened by YIVO in New York.
In December, at the annual Modern Language Association Convention
held this year in New York, he received the first award of the Yakov and
Fenia Leviant Prize for Yiddish Translation, given for his translation of
Isaac Bashevis Singer’s novel, Shadows on the Hudson (New York: Farrar
Straus Giroux, 1998).

In February 2003 he lectured on ‘The Lithuanian-Jewish Diaspora:
South Africa as a Case Study’ to the Jewish Genealogical Society of
Great Britain at Finchley Synagogue, London, and in May read a paper
entitled ‘Reforming through Fiction: Ayzik-Meir Dik (1807-1893) and
the Yiddish Bestseller’ at the East and East-Central Europe Seminar at
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Oriel College, Oxford. He was also a guest of the University of Haifa,
and gave lectures there entitled ‘David Bergelson’s Play Prence Reuvens
and the Moscow State Yiddish Theatre’, “The Myth of the Jewish Pope
in Yiddish Literature’, ‘Race and Racism as Narrative Strategies in
Thackeray’s Vanity Fair’ and ‘Isaac Bashevis Singer: An English or a
Yiddish Writer?’

In Trinity Term he collaborated with Professor Henrietta Mondry - a
guest of the University on the Oxford University/Canterbury, New
Zealand Exchange Programme - on a paper examining Jewish identity
in the writings of Ilya Ehrenburg. He also presented a paper entitled
‘Bergelson and Chekhov: The Power of Understatement” at the fifth
Mendel Friedman Yiddish Conference, ‘Yiddish and the European Lit-
erary Tradition: Interactions and Influences’, convened by the Euro-
pean Humanities Research Centre at St Hugh’s College.

He continued to expand his teaching programme, delivering a series
of four University lectures on Yiddish with Dr Kerstin Hoge during
Michaelmas Term and another four during Hilary Term. In these Dr
Sherman focused on Yiddish literature, and Dr Hoge on Yiddish lan-
guage. In Hilary Term he again offered his course entitled ‘Questions
of Jewish Identity in Yiddish Literature’ to students on the MSt pro-
gramme. He also developed an undergraduate course on ‘Dissolution
and Fragmentation in Yiddish Literature’.

He was elected Academic Director of the Centre from Trinity Term
2003 until the end of the 2004 academic year and was elected a member
of the Editorial Board of the New Yiddish Library, Yale University Press.
He continues to be associate editor of Slavic Almanach and Honorary
Research Associate, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg.

Dy Joanna Weinberyg

In Michaelmas Term 2002 Dr Weinberg served as Director of Studies
of the MSt in Jewish Studies, and in Trinity Term replaced Professor
Goodman (on leave) as Chair of the Management Committee of the
Oxford University Teaching and Research Unit for Hebrew and Jewish
Studies. Her teaching this year included courses on rabbinic and
medieval Hebrew literature and medieval Jewish history. She also
taught courses on Midrash at Leo Baeck College-Centre for Jewish
Education, London, and continued to serve as external examiner to the
Hebrew and Jewish Studies Department of University College London.

95



Continuing Activities

She delivered a paper on Azariah de’ Rossi at the University of Bologna
in January and at the Society for Jewish Study in March. She gave lec-
tures on rabbinic views on the creation of Adam at the Summer Study
Week at Leo Baeck College-Centre for Jewish Education and together
with Dr Piet van Boxel on the censorship of the Mahzor at the British
Association for Jewish Studies conference held in Durham in July.

Her work on the edition and translation of the Italian work of Azariah
de’ Rossi on the Syriac Gospels, to be published by the Warburg Insti-
tute, is nearly completed.
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Professor Fred Astven (Skirball Fellow)

Professor Astren of San Francisco State University, who stayed at the
Centre from 6 January to 6 June 2003, conducted research and began
writing an article on the Jews of Palestine and Syria during the Muslim
conquests of the seventh century. Jewish references in Muslim-con-
quest narratives cannot be used definitively as historical evidence, and
recent critical approaches to medieval Arabic historical writing on carly
Islam suggest that what is known of Jewish history in the period
requires reconsideration.

A large component of his work was directed towards evaluating the
impact of medieval Islamization on Jews of the Middle East. This pro-
cess took some four centuries and affected Jews differently according to
region and period. Professor Astren is writing an article about the state
of scholarly work on this overlooked subject. First, the Arabic hadith lit-
erature, which purports to record traditions of the prophet Muham-
mad, contains material indicating both the presence of Jewish converts
to Islam and the relationship of the evolving Muslim tradition to those
Jews (and Christians) who did not convert. Second, the contemporane-
ous geonic responsa literature requires expert examination in relation to
this subject. Third, archaeological sources for Palestine offer data on
Jewish communities that need to be included in historians’ models.
Fourth, mixed Judeo-Muslim identities in early Islam are suggested in
some sources (Jewish and Muslim) corresponding to known Muslim-
Zoroastrian, Muslim-Mazdakite and possibly Muslim-Christian hybrid
identities.

Professor Astren delivered a David Patterson Seminar (see pages
50—-60) and a lecture at the Oriental Institute entitled ‘Early Islam and
Jewish Sectarianisim’.

Ebud Ben-Ezer (Hebrew Writer Fellow)

Ehud Ben-Ezer, Hebrew Writer Fellow at the Centre from s March to s
July 2003, cartried out research for a historical novel entitled Veha’arets
Tira’ad, ‘After the Tumult’, beginning in the early nineteenth century
and set in Safed, Jerusalem, Petah-Tikva, Haifa, Cairo and Tel Aviv.
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Some chapters have already appeared in a volume of short stories enti-
tled Efiat (1978), but he has now written those set in Safed in the 1830s,
focusing especially on the massacre of 1834 and earthquake of 1837. On a
previous stay at the Centre in 1998 he wrote a novel entitled Hamoshava
Sheli, ‘My Village’, published in 2000, and both for that and the present
project he found the Muller Library a valuable source.

He delivered a David Patterson Seminar (summarized on pages 60-1
of this Report) about his aunt Esther Raab (1894-1981), based on his
biography entitled Yamim shel La’ana ve-Devash, ‘Days of Gall and
Honey’ (1998).

Magen Broshi (Skirball Fellow)

Magen Broshi of the Isracl Museum, Jerusalem, who stayed at the Cen-
tre between 9 September 2002 and 9 February 2003, worked mainly on
a book about everyday life in the Qumran community, based on data
from the Dead Sea Scrolls, the contemporary writings of Philo, Jose-
phus and Pliny and archaeological discoveries of the 1950s and 1990s.

He also lectured on ‘Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls: Ten Con-
tending Theories’ at Wolfson College; ‘Purity and Pollution at Qumran
and the Dead Sea Scrolls’ at New College; “Was There Agriculture at
Qumran?’ at Brown University, Providence, and ‘Seven Crucial Junc-
tures in Ancient Israel’ at Manchester University and as a David Patter-
son Seminar, summarized on pages 61—2 of this Report.

Professor Sergio DellaPevgola (Skivball Fellow)

Professor Sergio DellaPergola of the Avraham Harman Institute of
Contemporary Jewry at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem stayed at
the Centre from 2 October 2002 to 7 February 2003 and worked on sev-
eral aspects of contemporary Jewish population trends in Isracl and the
Diaspora. He focused on developing the conceptual and empirical
framework for studying a population affected not only by biological
determinants such as births and deaths, but by cultural factors, such as
the willingness to identify with a given community, its culture, symbols,
institutions and other members. Attention was paid to translating ana-
lytic findings into policy propositions relevant to the management of
Jewish affairs in a context of growing assimilation in the Diaspora and of
the Isracli-Palestinian conflict in Israel.

Professor DellaPergola wrote five papers during his stay: ‘Sephardi
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and Oriental Migrations to Isracl: Global, Regional and L scal Aspects’,
to be published in R. Simon and R. Hart (eds) Diaspora and Jewish
Migrations (SUNY Press) 37 pp.; “Jewish Demography; Current and
Expected Trends and Policy Implications’, to appear in the proceedings
of the Jerusalem Conference on Jewish Demagraphy, 14 pp.; ‘Isracl and
the Jewish People in the 21st Century: Demographic Aspects’, Hanmnh
150 (Winter 2002—3) 12-21 (in Hebrew); ‘Population P'rojections for
Jerusalem Municipality, 2000-2020: Portrait of the Present and its
Implications’, to appear in M. Cohen (ed.) New Jerusalem City Plan
and Program, Vol. 4 (Jerusalem Municipality: Masterplan Division) (in
Hebrew), 36 pp.; and ‘Les Juifs de France: valeurs et identité’, to appear
in LArehe (Paris) 7 pp.

He prepared two encyclopaedia entries: ‘A Changing World Jewry,
Late 20th — Early 21st Centuries: Views from Demography’, to appear
in Historical Atlas of the Jewish People (Jerusalem: Carta) 15 pp.; and
Jewish Women in Sociodemographic Perspective’, to appear in .
Ofer and P. Hyman (eds) Jewish Women: A Comprehensive Historical
Encyclopaedin (Jerusalem) 11 pp.

He also wrote a book review on M. B. Hart, Social Science and the
Politics of Modern Jewish Identity (Stanford University Press, 2000) 4
pp., to appear in Studics in Contemporary Jewry (New York), and new-
paper articles on the results of the 2000-1 US National Jewish Popula-
tion Survey including ‘Where Did 500,000 Jews Disappear?’ Haaretz,
13 October 2002, and ‘Instead of Fighting Numbers, Study the Causes
of Dwindling Population’, Forward, 25 October 2002.

He lectured at the General Assembly of the Fonds Social Juif Unifié
{Paris, 17 November), the General Assembly of the United Jewish
Communitics (Philadelphia, 23 November), the International Confer-
ence on Jewish Demography (Jerusalem, 1-3 December), the Herzliva
Conference on Isracl’s National Security (Herzliya, 4 December),
British Friends of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem (London, 16 Jan-
uary), SOAS Centre for Jewish Studies (London, 22 January) and St
Antony’s College (Oxford, 4 February). He also conducted a debate,
jointly with Professor Ilan Peleg, on the January 2003 Israeli clections
(Yarnton, 30 January).

A summary of the lecture he delivered while at Yarnton appears on
pages 62—3 of this Report.
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Professor Yuval Drov

During his stay at the Centre from 1 July to 30 September 2002, Profes-
sor Yuval Dror of the Tel Aviv University School of Education drafted
five chapters of a sequel to his previous book, The History of Kibbutz
Education: Practice into Theory (Peter Lang, 2001), which he completed
during his previous stay at the Centre. In his new book he will examine
the concentric environments of the Kibbutz, Labour Movement and
Zionism, drawing on recent rescarch in fields such as education, nation-
alism, patriotism and civil religion. He will examine how a national
(and/or ethnic) system can educate towards national (and/or reli-
gious) identity, and what means and structures were and are still used to
educate towards national Zionist-Jewish identity.

He presented papers on the new project at the International Stand-
ing Conference for the History of Education in Paris and the Joint
ANZ and UK History of Education Associations at Swansea, and also
discussed it with colleagues from the British Centre for Durkheimian
Studies at the University of Oxford, Plymouth University, the National
Foundation for Educational Research at Slough and at Yarnton.

Professov Jonathan Goldstein

Professor Jonathan Goldstein of the State University of West Georgia,
who stayed at the Centre from 4 February to 7 June 2003, continued his
research on modern Far Eastern history, updating his China and Isracl,
1948-98, completed during a 1999 sabbatical at the Centre, for transla-
tion and publication in China in 2004. He also contributed a chapter
entitled ‘The Republic of China and Israel, 1911-2003’ to Efraim
Karsh’s Israel: The First Hundred Years, volume 4: Israel and the World
(London, forthcoming 2004). He completed articles entitled “Singa-
pore, Manila, and Harbin as Reference Points for Asian “Port Jewish”
Identity’, for Jewish Culture and History; ‘Did China Have a Jewish
President?: Tracing the Liu Shaoqi (1898-1969) Saga’, for Points Enst
and the Bulletin of the Igud Yotzei Sin; and ‘A China Trader Turns
China Historian: Robert Waln, Jr, as America’s First Sinologist’, for The
American Asian Review.

He lectured to the University of Oxford China Seminar on “The
Republic of China and Tsrael, 1911-2003’; to the Jewish Historical
Society of England, London, on ‘Singapore, Manila, and Harbin as
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Reference Points for Asian “Port Jewish” Identity’; and at the School of
Oriental and African Studies, London on ‘Harbin and Singapore Jewry
in Light of the Sorkin Thesis” and “The Jews of India, China and Japan:
Comparative Perspectives’. In addition he wrote about Isracl for news
papers in Anniston, Alabama, and Carrollton and Atlanta, Georgia.

While at the Centre Professor Goldstein was awarded a National
Endowment for the Humanities grant which extended his stay to
August 2003, enabling him to participate in a summer workshop at
Yarnton on the early anti-Semitism, organized by Professor Irven
Resnick of the University of Tennessee.

Dr Admiel Kosman (Hebrew Writer Fellow)

Dr Admiel Kosman of Bar-Ilan University stayed at the Centre from 17
February to 17 June 2003 and worked on his cighth volume of poetry.
This deals with Jewish praver and includes poems for festivals and spe-
cial days of the Jewish year and is to be published by ‘Hakibutz
Hame uchad? in an album-format with twelve colour paintings by Maya
Cohen Levi. He also worked on a new book on the history of the kiss in
the Jewish tradition, focusing on its role as a gesture in talmudic litera-
ture, the kiss of peace in the Christian tradition and the farewell kiss for
the dead.

A poem written by Dr Kosman while he was in Yarnton, and a sum-
mary of a lecture he gave, appear on pages 34-38 and 65-6 of this Report,
respectively.

Professov Jacob Lassner

Professor Jacob Lassner of Northwestern University, Chicago, stayed at
the Centre from 25 June to 24 August 2002 and collaborated with Pro-
fessor Tlan Troen on a book analysing the historical and cultural back-
ground of the current Arab-Isracli conflict. The modern dispute is
viewed against the background of Jewish-Muslim relations over the
past 1300 years, themselves the outcome of still more ancient history, as
well as of contemporary influences, He also completed an essay on the
formation of group identity and the growth of national consciousness,
designed to form the core of a series of invited lectures delivered in
2002-3.
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Professor Henrietta Mondry

Professor Henrietta Mondry of the University of Canterbury, New
Zealand, stayed at the Centre from 3 May to 15 June 2003 as part of the
Oxford University/Canterbury, New Zealand, Exchange Programme
and worked on an interpretation of Ilya Ehrenburg’s little-studied
novel, The Stormy Life of Lazik Roitshvanets (1928). When it was first
submitted for publication, Stalin’s henchman Tazar Kaganovich
declared its theme to be a manifestation of ‘Jewish bourgeois national-
ism’. As a result it was published in the Soviet Union only in the 1990s
after the collapse of Communism. Ehrenburg’s Jewish identity has been
discussed in recent years by scholars such as Nakhimovsky, Sicher and
Bloom, but this novel has not received the close reading it deserves.

Together with Dr Joseph Sherman she demonstrated that the figure
of Lazik is built on the tradition of the little hero in Russian realist liter-
ature, emerging as the grotesque in Gogol’s writing. Ehrenburg
exposes the absurdities of early Soviet culture and shows that despite
internationalist rhetoric, Jews continued to be treated in the USSR as a
subordinate ethnic ‘Other’. The new study will show how Ehrenburg
depicts Lazik’s ‘Otherness’ not only in terms of religious and cultural
difterences from the dominant culture, but as an essentialist concept
constructed on turn-of-the-century beliefs in the racially different
nature of the Jewish physique.

Professor Judith Page (Skirball Fellow)

Professor Judith Page of the University of Florida stayed at the Centre
from 9 January to 9 June 2003 and drafted a book tentatively entitled
Imperfect Sympathies: British Romanticism and Judaism. In this she
argues that, although sympathy for outcasts and minorities is a wide-
ranging cultural ideal during the Romantic period in Britain
(1770-1830), ideas about Jews and Judaism do not enter British texts
unemcumbered by authors” own prejudices, cultural stereotypes, politi-
cal ideologies or failures of imagination. The texts revealing these limi-
tations are often fascinating records of the struggle between the
sympathetic ideal and the reality of Jewish experience in Britain. The
result, to play on Charles Lamb’s term, is an imperfect sympathy, and
usually a text that cannot quite contain its own literary representations.
Professor Page gave a David Patterson Seminar on the production of
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Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice in the Romantic period, and also
presented Shylock and The Merchant of Venice at the Romantic Realign-
ments Seminar at University College, Oxford. She particularly bene-
fited from the collection of British literary texts in the Bodleian Library,
including a copy of the first book of poetry published by a Jewish
woman, Emma Lyon, in 1812.

A summary of the lecture she delivered while at Yarnton appears on
pages 712 of this Report.
Professor Ilan Pelen ( Skivball Fellow)

Professor llan Peleg of Lafayette College, Pennsylvania, stayed at the
Centre from 2 September 2002 to 1 February 2003 and pursued his
research on changes in the Israeli political landscape within the broader
framework of the worldwide transformation of political systems. His
link with St Antony’s College assisted him in developing this dual
Israel-centred and comparative project.

He wrote a paper on ‘Jewish and Democratic State’, a formula
adopted by the Isracli parliament and courts particularly over the past
fiftcen years, which has been vigorously challenged. Versions were pre-
sented as a David Patterson Seminar (reproduced on pages 5-20 of this
Report), to a course on Middle East politics at St Antony’s College and
in Haifa University’s Sociology Department Seminar. He also wrote a
paper entitled ‘Conflicting Visions for Contemporary Isracl” which he
presented at St Antony’s College Israel Seminar.

In addition he wrote the introduction and first three chapters of a
book tentatively entitled *‘Democratizing the Ethnic State: Political
Transformation in the Twenty-first Century’, comparatively examining
a pattern of which Israel is one example, and lectured on this at Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev, Haifa University and the Oriental
Institute, Oxford.

Professor Peleg benefited from meeting scholars ar the Centre who
have contributed to Israel Studies Forum: An Interd isciplinary Journal,
of which he is editor, and at the end of January 2003 participated on a
panel on the Israeli elections.

Hava Pinbas-Coben ( Hebrew Visiting Writer)

During her stay at the Centre from 19 September 2002 to 19 January
2003, Hava DPinhas-Cohen worked on several poetic projects and
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continued to edit Dimi, the literary and cultural magazine which she
founded and runs. She completed a volume entitled Mashinch (to be
published by the Kibbutz Hameuchad Press) for which she won the
Alterman Prize, and wrote two parts of a new collection, The Gardener,
which attempts to open a dialogue between contemplative thought and
lyrical poetry. She also finished three short stories for a book tentatively
entitled Pirkei Almanut, ‘Chapters in Widowhood’, bridging personal
and contemporary social experiences in Israel.

In addition Ms Pinchas-Cohen worked on an essay about the links
between modern poetry and midrash, in which she discusses the poetry
of Yehuda Amichai, Amir Gilboa, Admiel Kosman and others; and on
the introduction to an exhibition catalogue for Nehama Golan and
Pessy Girsh, who explore the relationship between visual expression and
the use of Jewish sources in contemporary Israeli arts. She further trans-
lated poems by Elizabeth Bishop into Hebrew for Dimni magazine.
She discussed her own poetry at Dr Glenda Abramson’s Seminar on
Jewish Literature at the Institute of Oriental Studies, and contemporary
Hebrew literature both in a David Patterson Seminar and at the Lim-
mud Conference in Nottingham.

An example of her work and an interview with her appeared in the
Centre’s Newsletter s (spring 2003).

Zvi Ra’anan

Zvi Ra’anan of the Wydra Institute of Haifa University stayed at the
Centre between 2 July and 30 September 2002 and completed the his-
torical sections of The Broken Crescent, a book describing Modern
Israel’s partial success in breaking out of her geo-political isolation.
When a peace agreement scemed imminent in the late 1990s he con-
ducted research on the possibly catalytic effect of Isracl’s economy on
the Middle East, emphasizing the country’s potential as a transporta-
tion gateway to the region. Her isolation from 1948 to 1979 had stimu-
lated the rapid development of the country’s merchant fleet, aviation
and ports.

He examined the hypothesis that a peace agreement with Israel’s
neighbours and the creation of a Palestinian State would encourage
regional social and economic development, and also researched the
development of Palestine /Israel’s ports and aviation networks and of
the Jewish merchant navy prior to the establishment of the State, as well
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as the emergence of Isracl’s national carrier, Zim Navigation, as a lead-
ing round-the-world shipping service. He discovered primary sources in
the personal-correspondence archives of St Antony’s Middle East Cen-
tre and complementary material in Oxford University libraries, the
Centre’s Library and the archives of the Wydra Shipping and Aviation
Rescarch Institute of the University of Haifa.

He also wrote a review of the French translation of Simon Dubnow’s
autobiography and began a paper on “The Legacy of Dubnow and
Israel’s New Historians’.

Johanna Reuling (Visiting Rescarch Student)

Mrs Reuling, a doctoral student from the Catholic Theological Univer-
sity of Utrecht, in The Netherlands, stayed at the Centre from 25 April
to 21 June 2003 and wrote the introduction to her dissertation provi-
sionally entitled After Eden. Church Fathers and Rabbis on Gen. 3:16-21.
This deals with the common assumption that Rabbinic Judaism and
early Christianity have different understandings of the human condition
(‘after Eden’), and examines the aims and methods of reception history,
especially relating to the differences between Patristic and Rabbinic lit-
erature. The thesis as a whole will scrutinize the understanding of the
primordial decrees in a selection of Patristic and Rabbinic documents
from before the early fifth century CE.

Professor Ray Scheindlin

Professor Ray Scheindlin of the Jewish Theological Seminary, New
York, stayed at the Centre from 1 July to 31 August 2002 and continued
his research into the poetry of Judah Halevi. For his forthcoming book
on pilgrimage he made extensive use of the two manuscripts of Halevi’s
collected poems in the Bodleian Library. He also began work on a
translation of the Hebrew poetry of Joseph Sarfati, based on the
manuscript of his collected poems in the Bodleian, and prepared a
course on Islam and Judaism, benefiting from consultations with
Ronald Nettler and from access to the Centre’s Library.

Professor Ezva Spicehandler

Professor Ezra Spicehandler of Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati,
stayed at the Centre from 2 October 2002 to I March 2003 and contin-
ues to collaborate with Dr David Patterson on their translation of the
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writings of the Hebrew novelist Yosef Hayyim Brenner. They com-
pleted the key works of Brenner’s Russian and London periods and the
related notes and glossary, leaving only the introductions to individual
works to be prepared. Acknowledgement will be made to the Centre
and its staff in the introduction to this volume.

Professor Spicehandler also completed an English translation of the
extended article by Hayyim Nahman Bialik on the paintings and
sketches of the Russian-Jewish artist Leonid O. Pasternak (1862-1945).

Professor Ilan Troen

Professor Ilan Troen of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev stayed at
the Centre from 8 July until 15 August 2002 and completed Imagining
Zion: The First Century of the Zionist Settlement Experience (Yale Uni-
versity Press), a book based in part on research in the Centre’s Kressel
Collection. He also completed a paper entitled ‘Settlement and the
State of Israel’, which appeared in The Oxford Handbook of Jewish Stud-
zes, edited by Professor Martin Goodman, edited a special issue of Israel
Studies on ‘Memory and Identity in Isracl: New Directions’, and began
to collaborate with Professor Jacob Lassner, who was also visiting the
Centre, on an inquiry into how interpretations of the past continue to
shape the current Arab-Jewish conflict.
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Centre Publications

Journal of Jewish Studies, edited by Professor Geza Vermes and Dr Tessa
Rajak, volume 53:2 (2002)

Journal of Jewish Studies, edited by Professor Geza Vermes and Dr Tessa
Rajak, volume 54:1 (2003)

Report of the Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies, 2001—2002,
edited by Dr Jeremy Schonfield (2002)

Shimon Shamir, ‘Acceptance of the Other: Liberal Interpretations of Islam
and Judaism in Egypt and Israel’, with an introduction by HRH
Prince El Hassan bin Talal, The Twenty-first Sacks Lecture,
Occasional Papers s (2003)

Rafael Scharf, ‘Extenuating Circumstances? A Personal Memoir of Polish-
Jewish Relations’, The Fourth Goldman Lecture (2003)

Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies: Visiting Faculty, 19722002
(2003)

Fellows’ Publications

ABRAMSON, GLENDA, ‘Bialik’s “Tsafririm”: Innocence and Experience’, in
William Cutter and David C. Jacobson (eds) History and Literature:
New Readings of Jewish Texts in Honor of Arnold J. Band,
Providence: Brown Judaic Studies (2002) 265-78

— “Modern Hebrew Literature’, in Martin Goodman (ed.) The Oxford
Handbook of Jewish Studies, Oxford University Press (2003) 51540

—— ‘A Reasonable Rapture’, CCAR fournal (Spring 2003) 49-68

(editor) The Journal of Modern Jewish Studies1:2 (2002), 211 (2003)

GOODMAN, MARTIN (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Jewish Studies, Oxtord:
Oxford University Press (2002)

— “The Nature of Jewish Studies’, in M. Goodman (ed.) The Oxford

Handbook of Jewish Studies, Oxford: Oxford University Press (2002)

1-13

Jews and Judaism in the Second Temple Period’, in M. Goodman

(ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Jewish Studies, Oxford: Oxford Univer-

sity Press (2002) 5378

—— (joint editor) Representations of Empire: Rome and the Mediterranean
World, Oxford: The British Academy (2002)
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— “The Problems of Jewish Studies’, Zutot 2 (2002) 182—8

OTTOLENGHI, EMANUELE, “The New Warfare’, The Jewish Chronicle,
Friday 12 July 2002

—— Jews for Palestine’, The Jerusalem Post, Thursday 29 August 2002

—— “Surviving Without Governing: Israel’s Direct Elections of the Prime
Minister’, Rivista Italiona di Scienza Politicn 2 /2002, August 2002
(in Italian)

— ““Palestinians Are to Blame for the Failure to Find Peace”, A
Response to John Pilger’, The Daily Mirror, Monday 16 September
2002

—— “The Oslo Process and the Second Intifada: Explaining Failure’,
Afiiche e Orienti, October/November 2002 (in Italian)

— “Israel’s Direct Elections of the Prime Minister: The Not So Unforesee-
able Consequences of Electoral Reform’, Israel Studies Forum 18,1 (Fall
2002)

—— “This Futile Struggle’, The Guardian, 20 December 2002

—— ‘Democracy at War, Jurisprudence of War? A Recent Supreme Court
Decision on Forced Residence (ex Article 78 of the 4" Geneva Con-
vention)’, Quaderni Costituzionali1/2003 (in Italian)

— ‘Dovish Hawks’, The Guardian, 24 January 2003

— “Left Behind®, The Jewish Chronicle, 7 February 2003

—— ‘Anti-Semitism in Europe is All About Denial’, Newsday, 24 February
2003

—— “‘The Intifada Failed’, I/ Sole 24 Ore, 9 March 2003 (in Italian)

— “The Root-causes of Terrorism’, I/ Sole 24 Ore, 24 March 2003 (in
Ttalian)

—— “Israel’s Constitutional System and the Peace Process’, in Dietmar
Herz (ed.) Frieden in Sicht? Aufsactze und Analysen zum Stand des
israelisch-palaestinensischen Konflikts (Spring 2003)

—— ‘Israel and Palestine: The Challenge of Freedomy’, in
wwpw.opendenocracy.aet 25 June 2003

PATTERSON, DAVID (translated with Ezra Spicehandler) Random Harvest:
The Novellas of Binlik, Boulder and Oxford: Westview Press
[ paperback edition] (2002)

—— ‘Assonance and its Share in Irony: Comments on Sefer
Hagaabisaning | in William Cutter and David C. Jacobson (eds) His-
tory and Literature: New Readings of Jewish Texts in Honor of Arnold
J. Band, Providence: Brown Judaic Series (2002) 235—4.0
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—— ‘Against All Odds: Hebrew Literature in Our Times’, in Dean Phillip
Bell and Hal M. Lewish (eds) The Solomon Goldman Lectures VITL,
Chicago: The Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies Press (2003) 8s-102

RECHTER, DAVID, Western and Central European Jewry in the Modern

Period, 1750-1933’, in Martin Goodman (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of

Jewish Studics, Oxford: Oxtord University Press (2002) 37695

(edited with Rainer Liedtke) Towards Normalizy? Acculturation and

Modern German Jewry, Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck (2003)

(with Rainer Liedtke) ‘German Jewry and the Search for Normality,

in Rainer Liedtke and David Rechter (eds) Towards Normality?

Acculturation and Modern German Jewry, Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck

(2003) 1-12

SALVESEN, ALISON, ‘Infants or Fools in Eden? An Ambiguity in Early Syriac
Tradition’, in M. F. J. Baasten and W. Th. van Peursen (eds) Hamlet
on o Hill. Semitic and Greek Studies Presented to Professor T. Muraoka
on the Occasion of bis 65th Birthday, Leuven (2002) 433-40

SHERMAN, JOSEPH, The Jewish Pope: Myth, Diaspora and Yiddish Literarure,
Oxtord: Legenda Press (2003)

— ‘Between Ideology and Indifference: The Destruction of Yiddish in
South Africa’, in Milton Shain and Richard Mendclsohn (eds) Mermo-
ries, Realities and Drcams: Aspects of the South) Afiican Jewish Experi-
ence, Johannesburg and Cape Town: Jonathan Ball (2002) 28—49

—— “Translating “Shotns baym hodson” [ Shadows on the Hudson]:
Directly Encountering Isaac Bashevis Singer’s Authorial Dualism’, in
Hugh Denman (ed.) Isaac Bashevis Singer: His Work and His World,
Leiden and Boston: Brill (2002) 49-80

—— “Seven-fold Betrayal”: The Murder of Soviet Yiddish’, Midstrcam
38/s (July /August 2002) 28

—— ‘Shakespeare on the American Yiddish Stage’, review essay in The
Mendele Review (TMR), ed. Leonard Prager, Vol. 06.010 (7 October
2002) http://wwwz.trincoll.edu/~mendele /tmrarc.htm

— ‘Money, Revolution and Women in Russia and America in Pre-World
War I Yiddish Prose Fiction’, review of Mikhail Krutikov, Yiddish Fic-
tion and the Crisis of Moderniry, 1905—1914, Stanford University Press
(2001), in Jews in Enstern Europe 1-2 (47-8), (Spring-Fall 2002) 125-33

—— ‘Isaac Bashevis Singer’, in D. Patterson, A. L. Berger and S. Cargas
(eds) Encyclopaedin of Holocaust Literature, Westport, Conn. and
London: Oryx Press (2002) 1858

— ‘Isaac Bashevis Singer’, in S. Kerbel (ed.) Jewish Writers of the Twenti-
eth Century, New York and London: Fitzroy Dearborn (2003) s41-4
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“Israel Joshua Singer’, in S. Kerbel (ed.) Jewish Writers of the Twenti-
eth Century, New York and London: Fitzroy Dearborn (2003) 5446
“Isaac Bashevis Singer’, in James R. Giles and Wanda H. Giles (eds)
Dictionary of Literary Biography, Vol. 278: American Novelists Since
World War II, Detroit and New York: Thomson-Gale (2003) 291-311
(as translator) Dovid Bergelson, ‘Obsolescence’, Midstream 38:5
(July/August 2002) 39—42

WEINBERG, JOANNA, ‘Leon Modena and the Fiore di Virtu’, in D. Malkiel
(ed.) The Lion shall Roar. Leo Modena and His World, Jerusalem

(2003) 13758
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Dissertations Submitted at the
Centre, 2003

Compiled by
MARTINE SMITH-HUVERS

ADLER, DAVID. Muskeljudentum or Jewish Pilgrim: Why Louis Bran-
deis’ Zionism Differs from His Euvopean Counterparts. 45 pp.
DOUGLASS, STEPHANIE. Revolution and Folk: Peretz, Warsaw, and the
Revolution of 1905. 41 pp.

EREZ, AVITAL. The Evolution of Shavuot: From a Temple Oriented Festi-
val to a Commemoration of the Giving of the Torah. 38 pp.

FECHTOR, JESSICA KATE. The Conflict of Modernity and Judaism in the
Life and Work of Mordechai Ze’ev Feierberg. 42 pp.

FORGASZ, REBECCA. Rebekah the Patriavch? Feminist and Rabbinic
Readings of the Biblical Character Rebekah. 45 pp.

GYORI, MATILDA. Attitudes to Bodily Defects and Impurities at Qum-
ran. 44 pp.

KROH, AGATA. The Samaritans and their Relations to Jews in the Writ-
ings of Josephus. 38 pp.

PETERS, DOROTHY M. Moses and Noah: The Struggle for Authority Over
Belief and Praxis at Qumran. 38 pp.

STOKL, JONATHAN. The Book Formerly Known as Genesis. A Study on
the Use of Migra in the Book of Jubilees. 47 pp. appendix 35 pp.

WEBBER, SARAH. The Concept of the Rabbim in the Dead Sea Scrolls.
31 pp.

WHITCOMB-NORDEN, LAURIE ANNE. The Ambiguity of Privilege in
Women’s Concentration Camp Memoirs. 38 pp

* For the MSt degree 2003, except that of Robert Williamson which was for the
Diploma in Jewish Studies 2002. All dissertations recorded here are available for consulta-
tion in the Leopold Muller Memorial Library.
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WILLIAMSON, ROBERT, Jr. God in Crisis: A Levinasian Reading of
Genesis 22. 45 pp.

YARBROUGH, JOSEPH W. 11I. A Guide to Maimonides’ Philosophy of
Creation. 31 pp.
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CBE, MA, PHD, DHL (/.c.,, bis), FRSA
President, 1972-1992
Emeritus President, 1093—2003

Compiled by
BRAD SABIN HILL

THE FOLLOWING BIBLIOGRAPHY records books written or edited
by the Emeritus President of the Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish
Studies, Dr David Patterson. Also included are co-authored or co-edited
works, edited annuals, journals, monograph series and other major pub-
lication projects, whether in print or in microform, as well as translations.
A list of dissertations supervised by Dr Patterson at the University of
Oxford is appended. This compilation is intended as a contribution to
the history and bibliography of Hebrew scholarship at Oxford, to which
Dr Patterson has contributed for over four decades, first as Cowley Lec-
turer in Post-Biblical Hebrew in the University of Oxford, and later as
the founder and spiritus movens of the Oxford Centre. It is offered in
tribute to the Emeritus President upon his being awarded the CBE, and
in recognition of his fifty years of scholarly publishing on Hebrew litera-
ture and in the broader field of Hebrew and Jewish studies.

Dr Patterson’s interest in Hebrew and Jewish Wisscnschaftsgeschichteis
apparent in a number of his own studies and articles, of which a few may
be mentioned here: ‘Hebrew Studies’, in The History of the University of
Oxford, Vol. V: The Eighteenth Century, ed. L. S. Sutherland and L. G.
Mitchell (Oxford, 1986), pp. §35—50; ‘The Renaissance of Jewish Learn-
ing in Post-World War II Europe’, in Jewish Centers & Peripherics:
Europe between America and Isracl Fifty Years After World War I, ed.
S. I. Troen (New Brunswick, N.J., 1999), pp. 323-34; and “The Oxford
Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies’, in The Jewish Year Book, ed. S.
Massil (London, 2001), pp. 41—7. His interest in bibliography is reflected
in his articles ‘Jewish Studies: A Major Rescue Operation’ in the Times
Literary Supplement (London), 16 April 1976, p. 470, and ‘Hebraica in
Helsinki’, Ibid., 20 October 1976, p. 1372. Mention should also be made
of the two bibliographies, prepared under Dr Patterson’s aegis, of
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scholarly work undertaken at, or in collaboration with, the Centre:
Oxford Centre for Postgraduate Hebrew Studies: A Bibliography of Publi-
cations 1972—1982, compiled by R. White (1982), 21 pp., and Oxford Cen-
tre for Postgraduatc Hebrew Studies: A Bibliography of Publications
1972-1986,ed. L. ]. Archer (1987), 58 pp.

A full bibliography of the Emeritus President’s writings up to 1994,
compiled by the late R. May of the Bodleian Library, appeared in the
festschrift Jewish Education and Learning ... in honowr of Dr David Pat-
terson on the occasion of his seventieth bivthday, ed. G. Abramson and T.
Parfitt (Reading, 1994), pp. 307-13. The bibliography presented below
records only books and monograph series, but adds publications and
details of publications not provided in the earlier compilation. (Pamphlets
of published lectures, off-prints and dissertations have been excluded.)
Works are listed chronologically within the respective categories. Dis-
sertations supervised by Dr Patterson at Oxford (for the degrees BPhil,
BLitt, and DPhil, as well as for the University Diploma in Jewish
Studies) are listed alphabetically by author.

I. MONOGRAPHS

Abraham Mapu: The Creator of the Modern Hebrew Novel.
London: East and West Library, 1964. 178 pp.

The Hebrew Novel in Czarist Russia.

Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1964. 316 pp.

[Half of this edition destroyed by warchouse fire in 1964-.]

Reprinted, with supplementary bibliography, as:

The Hebrew Novel in Czarist Russin: A Povtrait of Jewish Life in the
Nineteenth Century. Lanham/Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield, with the
European Jewish Publication Society, 1999. 321 pp.

A Phoenix in Fetters: Studies in Nineteenth and Early Twenticth Century
Hebrew Fiction.
Savage, Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield, 1988 [1990]. 210 pp.
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II. EDITED WORKS

(with C. Rabin, eds)
Sifrut: Contemporary Hebrew Literature, Vol. 3
(London, 1957). 82 pp.

(general ed.)
Studies in Modern Hebrew Litevature.
London/Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1964-1973. 4 vols.

(series ed.)

Literarvia Judaica [reprints of rare European Hebrew Haskalah texts,
18"-19'" centuries].

New York: AMS Press [Arno Press], 1967-1969. 15 vols.

Includes 12 volumes of the periodical Bikure ha-%Gtim (Vienna, 1821-1832),
reprinted from the set held in the library of the Oriental Institute, Oxford.

(with L. Edelman, eds)
Jewish Heritage Classics.
New York: Norton, Viking, 1970-1979. 14 vols.

(ed./sclected)

Modern Hebrew Literature [after 1754 ]

[ Jewish Studies Microfiche Project].

Zug, Switzerland: Inter Documentation Company, 1976.

100 titles, microfiche.
Cf. Modern Hebrew Literature, intro. D. Patterson (Zug, 1976), 12 pp.
[ =Jewish Studies Micvofiche Project, Project Publication no. 8]

(seriesed.)
Jewish Studies Microfiche Project.
Zug, Switzerland: Inter Documentation Company, 1976-1977.

Cf. the printed finding aids Jewish Studies: Research Collections on Microfilm
[+ Supplement 7] (Zug: IDC, s.a.), 113 pp., and Jewish Studies: Research Collec-
tions on Microfiche (Leiden: IDC, s.a.), 124 pp.

Includes inter alia publication projects on: Hebrew and Semitic Linguistics;
Talmudic and Post-Talmudic Literature: Modern Hebrew Literature; [Old]
Yiddish Books; Hebrew Serials; Jewish Press in the Netherlands 1674-1940;
History of the Jews in the Netherlands; History of the Jews in Germany; His-
tory of the Jews in Russia and the Soviet Union; Palestine 16™-19" Centuries;
Zionism and Palestine 1897-1948; and Israel Government Publications.

[A complete bound set of the printed finding aids for these projects is held
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in the bibliographic collection of the Leopold Muller Memorial Library at
Yarnton Manor. ]

(with C. Rabin ¢t al, eds)

Studies in the Bible and Hebrew Langnage offered to Meiv Wallenstein on
the occasion of his seventy-fifth bivthday.

Jerusalem: Kiryat Sepher, 1979. 276 + 99 pp.

(with Y. Bauer ez al., eds)

Remembering for the Fusure: Working Papers and Addenda
Vol. 1: Jews and Christians During and After the Holocaust
Vol. 2: The Impact of the Holocaust on the Contemporary World
Vol. 3: The Impact of the Holocanst on Jews and Christians.
Oxtord: Pergamon Press, 1989. 1159 + 2309 + 3202 pp.

(series ed.)
Modern Hebrew Classics.
Boulder/San Francisco /Oxford: Westview Press, 1992-1999. 7 vols.

(with G. Abramson, eds)
Tradition and Trawma: Studies in the Fiction of S. J. Agnon.
Boulder/San Francisco /Oxford: Westview Press, 1994. 226 pp.

IIT. TRANSLATIONS

The King of Flesh and Blood, by Moshe Shamir.
London/New York: East and West Library, Vanguard Press, 1958. 542 pp.

Childven’s Machzor for the New Year and Day of Atonement, with a new
translation.
London: United Synagogue Welfare Committee, 1966. 271 pp.

Childven’s Siddur for Sabbaths and Festivals, with a new translation.
London: United Synagogue Welfare Committee, 1975. 298 pp.

Out of the Depths, by Joseph Hayyim Brenner.
Oxford: Westview Press, 1992. 101 pp.

(with E. Spicehandler, trans.)
Random Havvest: The Novellas of Bialik.
Boulder /Oxford: Westview Press, 1999. 209 pp.
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(with E. Spicchandler, trans.)
One Year and Other Stories, by Joseph Hayyim Brenner.
Lanham/Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield, 2004 (forthcoming).

APPENDIX

DISSERTATIONS SUPERVISED BY DR DAVID PATTERSON

A. Postgraduate Theses, University of Oxford
(Faculty of Oriental Studies)

ABERBACH, DAVID (Linacre College).
A Study of the Writings of C. N. Bialik with Some Comparative Aspects.
BLitt thesis, 1977. 214 pp.

ABERBACH, DAVID (Linacre College).
A Study of Themes in the Fiction of S. J. Agnon.
DPhil thesis, 1980. 363 pp.

BATEs, C. R. (Linacre College).

A Study of the Life and Works of Alexander Susskind Rabinowitz
(1854-1945).

DPhil thesis, 1972. 350 pp.

CoHEN, Tova (Wolfson College).
Male-Female Relationships as an Aspect of the Family Relationship n

Stories by M. Y. Berdichevski.
BPhil thesis, 1971. 172 pp.

ERIN, HENRY (Linacre College).
Movrdecai Ze-ev Feierberg.
DPhil thesis, [1973]. 369 + LXXX pp.

Maoz, Rivka (St Anne’s College).
Villainy in the Novels of Pevetz Smolenskin.
DPhil thesis, 1989. 389 pp.

MARSDEN, NORMAN (St Catherine’s College).
M. L. Lilienblum: His Life and Work.
BLitt thesis, 1971. 338 pp-
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Books by David Patterson

MARSDEN, NORMAN (St Catherine’s College).

C. Aronson: The Aurobiography of a Russian Jew under the Tsars,
1825—1888.

DPhil thesis, 1977. 338 pp.

MOSELEY, MARCUS (Trinity College).

Jewish Autobiography in Eastern Europe: The Pre-history of a Literary
Genre.

DPhil thesis, 1990. 564 pp. [Joint Supervisor: S. Zipperstein].

PARFITT, TUDOR (Brasenose College).
A Study of the Old Yishuv in Palestine 1800-1882.
DPhil thesis, 1975. 365 pp.

TEeLPAZ, GIDEON (Linacre College).

Some Aspects of Israeli Childhood Stories of the Sixties: Yizhar, Aloni,
Shabar, Kahana-Carmon.

DPhil thesis, 1980. 341 pp.

B. Dissertations for the Diploma in Jewish Studies, University of
Oxford
(submitted at the Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies)

LANGELLA, MARIA LUISA. Imagination and Reality in the Poetry of
Maya Bejerano and Ronny Someck. 2000. 43 pp.

FRIEDRICH, GERALD WILHELM. ‘We Need Today a Million Jews for
Eretz Israel...”: Holocaust Survivors in Palestine as an Item on the Zionist
State-Making Agenda. 2000. 44 pp.

[Joint Supervisor: E. Ottolenghi]
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Governance of the Centre

Board of Governors (Chair: Siv Richard Greenbury)
Academic Advisory Council (Chair: Peter Oppenheimer)
The Leopold Muller Memorial Library (Chair: David Lewis)
Fellowships and Visitors ( Chair: Dr Glenda Abramson)
MSt in Jewish Studies (Chaiv: Dy David Rechter)

Staff and Estate Administration (Chair: Peter Da Costa)
Management Committee of the Oxford University Teaching
and Research Unit in Hebrew and Jewish Studies

(Under the auspices of the Board of the Faculty of Oviental Studies;
Chaiv: Dr Joanna Weinberyg)
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Board of Governors

(as at June 2003)

Chatrman

Sir Richard Greenbury

Vice-Chairman
Professor Hugh Williamson, FBA

Board Members
Martin Blackman
Dr Baruch Blumberg
Elizabeth Corob
Michael Garston
Professor Martin Goodman, FBA
Dr Alfred Gottschalk
HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal
David Hyman
Professor Alan Jones
Dr Paul Joyce
David Lewis
The Lord Marks of Broughton
Dr John Muddiman
Peter Oppenheimer President
George Pinto
Professor Ritchie Robertson
Dennis Trevelyan
Dr Diana Walford, CBE
The Lord Weidenfeld
Roger Wingate
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Emeritus Governors
Sir Zelman Cowen
William Frankel
Frank Green
The Lord Moser of Regent’s Park
The Revd Professor Ernest Nicholson, FBA
Dr David Patterson (Emeritus President)
Felix Posen
Sir Maurice Shock
Sir Sigmund Sternberg
Professor Geza Vermes, FBA
The Rt Hon. The Lord Woolf
The Rt Hon. The Lord Young
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Academic Advisory Council

PRESIDENT

Peter Oppenheimer
Student (i.e. Fellow) of Christ Church, Oxford

FELLOWS

Schreiber Fellow in Modern Jewish Studies

Dr Glenda Abramson
Cowley Lecturer in Post-biblical Hebrew, Oxford University,
and Fellow of St Cross College, Oxford

Librarvian and Fellow in Early Judaism and
the Origins of Chvistianity
Dr Piet van Boxel

Lecturver in Modern Judaism

Dr Miri Freud-Kandel
Junior Research Fellow, Wolfson College, Oxford

Fellow in Jewish-Christian Relations in the Early Centuvies

Professor Martin Goodman, FBA
Professor of Jewish Studies, Oxford University,
and Professorial Fellow, Wolfson College, Oxford

Fellow in Muslim-Jewish Relations in the Modevn Period
Ronald Nettler

University Reseavch Lecturer, Oxford University,
and Supernumerary Fellow in Oriental Studies,
Mansfield College, Oxford

Leone Ginsburg Fellow in Isvaeli Law, Politics and Society
Dr Emanuele Ottolenghi
University Research Lecturver, Oxford University,
Research Fellow in Israeli Studies of St Antony’s College, Oxford
Fellow in Modern Jewish History

Dr David Rechter
University Research Lectuver, Oxford University,
and Research Fellow of St Antony’s College, Oxford
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Academic Advisory Council

Fellow in Jewish Bible Versions
Dr Alison Salvesen

Universsty Research Lecturer, Oxford University

Woolf Corob Fellow in Yiddish Studies

Dr Joseph Sherman
University Visiting Lectuver in Yiddish Studies, Oxford Universivy

Catherine Lewis Fellow in Rabbinics

Dr Joanna Weinberg
James Mew Lecturer, Oxford University
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The Leopold Muller
Memorial Library Committee

Chairman
David Lewis

Libravian
Dr Piet van Boxel

Melvyn Carlowe
Peter Da Costa
Michael Garston
Jonathan Gestetner
Richard Judd
Peter Oppenheimer
Martin Paisner
Daniel Peltz
John Rosefield
Charles Sebag-Montefiore

Dr Joanna Weinberg
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Members of the Oxford University
Teaching and Research Unit in
Hebrew and Jewish Studies

Dr Joanna Weinberg ( Chair)
Neelum Ali (Secretary)
Dr Glenda Abramson
Dr Piet van Boxel
Dr Sebastian Brock, FBA
Dr Miri Freud-Kandel
Professor Martin Goodman, FBA
Dr Kerstin Hoge
Jonathan Kirkpatrick
Professor Fergus Millar, FBA
Ronald Nettler
Peter Oppenheimer
Dr Emanuele Ottolenghi
Dr David Rechter
Dr Alison Salvesen
Dr Joseph Sherman
Dr Norman Solomon
Professor Geza Vermes, FBA
Professor Jonathan Webber

Professor Hugh Williamson, FBA
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Sentor Members

HONORARY FELLOWS

Dr David Patterson
Emeritus President; President 1972-92

Felix Posen
Emeritus Governor; Governor 1985-99

Professor Edward Ullendorff, FBA
Emeritus Professor of Semitic Languages, School of Oviental and Afiican Studies,
University of London

EMERITUS FELLOWS

Dr Daniel Frank
The Ohio State University

Dr Noah Lucas
Dr George Mandel
Professor Jonathan Webber

University of Birmingham

SENIOR ASSOCIATES
Professor Philip Alexander

University of Manchester

Dr Sebastian Brock, FBA
Wolfson College, Oxford

Professor Calum Carmichael
Cornell University

Dr Dafna Clifford

Professor Alan Crown
University of Sydney
Rabbi Professor Nicholas de Lange
University of Cambridge

Professor Alice L. Eckhardt
Lehigh University
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Senior Members

Dr Anselm Hagedorn
Humboldt University, Berlin

Professor Martin Hengel
Institute for Advanced Study, Berlin

Brad Sabin Hill, FrRAS
YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, New York

Professor Bernard Jackson
University of Manchester

Rabbi Dr Louis Jacobs
New London Synagogue
Professor Ahuvia Kahane
Northwestern University, Chicago
Dr Lionel Kochan

Dr Barry Kosmin
Jewish Policy Research, London

Dr Elinor Lieber
Green College, Oxford

Professor Fergus Millar, FBA
Brasenose College, Oxford

Professor T. Muraoka
University of Leiden
Professor Edna Nahshon
The Jewish Theological Seminary, New York

Professor F. Burton Nelson
North Park Theological Seminary, Chicago

Dr Tudor Parfitt
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London

Professor James Piscatori
Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies

Professor Tessa Rajak
University of Reading

Professor Irven Resnick
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

Professor Peter Schiifer
Free University of Berlin
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Research Associates

Dr Harry Shukman
St Antony’s College, Oxford

Professor Ezra Spicehandler
Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati

Dr Sara Sviri
University College London

Dr Suha Taji-Farouki

University of Durbam

Dr Adena Tanenbaum
The Okio State University

Professor Emanuel Tov
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Professor Ilan Troen
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

Professor Geza Vermes, FBA
Wolfson College, Oxford

Research Associates

Dr Gennady Estraikh
Dr Mikhail Krutikov
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Other Academac Officers

Academic Divector

Dr Glenda Abramson
(to31r March 2003)

Dr Joseph Sherman
(from 1 April 2003)

Divector of Studies, MSt in Jewish Studies
Dr David Rechter

Mason Lecturer and Publications Officer
Dr Jeremy Schonfield

Lector in Biblical Hebrew
Jill Middlemas

Lector in Modern Hebrew
Tali Argov

Lector in Yiddish
Dr Kerstin Hoge

Librarian

Dr Piet van Boxel

Divector of the Qumvan Forum

Professor Geza Vermes, FBA
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Other Academic Officers

Editors and Staff of the Journal of Jewish Studies

Dr Sarah Pearce (Reviews Editor)
(to Spring 2003)

Professor Tessa Rajak ( Editor)
Professor Geza Vermes, FBA ( Editor)
Margarct Vermes (Administrator)
Stephen Ashworth ( Copy-editor and Typesetter)

OTHER TEACHING STAFF

Szonja Komordeczy
Dr Norman Solomon

Dr Zoé Waxman
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Visiting Fellows and Scholars

SKIRBALL FELLOWS
Professor Fred Astren

San Francisco Sate University

Magen Broshi

Israel Museum, Jevusalem

Professor Sergio DellaPergola
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Dr Martin Jacobs
Washington University

Professor Thomas Levy
University of California, San Diego

Professor Judith Page
University of Florida

Professor Ilan Peleg
Lafayette College, Pennsylvania

Dr Witold Witakowski
Uppsala University

KOERNER FELLOWS

Dr Gunnar S. Paulsson
Oxford

Dr Yevgueny Rozenblat

Brest State University, Belarus

HEBREW WRITER FELLOWS
Ehud Ben-Ezer
Dr Admiel Kosman

Bar-Ilan University

Hava Pinhas-Cohen
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Visiting Fellows and Scholars

VISITING SCHOLARS

Professor Yuval Dror
Tel Aviv Universivy

Professor Jonathan Goldstein
State University of West Georgia, Carroliton

Professor Jacob Lassner
Northwestern University, Chicago

Professor Henrietta Mondry
University of Canterbury, New Zealand
Zvi Ra’anan
University of Haifa

Professor Ray Scheindlin
Jewish Theological Seminary, New York

Professor Ezra Spicehandler
Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati

Professor Ilan Troen
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
VISITING RESEARCH STUDENT

Johanna Reuling
Catholic Theological University of Utvecht
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Staff

Bursar

Peter Da Costa

ADMINISTRATION AND ACADEMIC SUPPORT

Personal Assistant to the President
Maureen Peacock

Secretary
Patricia O’Neill
Accountant

Sheila Phillips

Accounts Assistant
Patricia Cripps

Personal Assistant to the Bursar and Fellowships and Visitors Coordinator
Joan Sinclair

Secretary
Lynnette Sheffield

Student Registrar
Martine Smith-Huvers

Academic Administrator
Sue Forteath

Fellows’ Secretary
Neelum Ali

Receptionist
Margaret Cobley

LIBRARY

Library Assistants
Michal Pinkas
Malgorzata Sochahska

Hebrew Cataloguer
Avi Raz
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Staff

DOMESTIC AND MAINTENANCE
Maintenance Manager
Derek Cox

Groundsmen
Don Burnett
Colin Pipe
Property Assistant
Michael Coombes
Domestic Bursar
Graham Laer
Assistant Domestic Buvsar

Annabel Young
Domestic Supervisor
Sylvia Hawkins
Deputy Domestic Supervisor
Teresa Berridge

Domestic Assistants
Dora Amin
Tracey Brookes-McNamara
Laura Cook
Pat Cox
Elaine Harris
Pauline Reeves

Minibus Dviver
Brian Beeney

Support Driver
Graham Thompson
OTHER POSTS

Special Advisers to the President
Tony Byrne
Dr Sidney Brichto

Personal Assistant to the Emeritus President
Jacqueline Finlay
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Statistics for 20023

Webmaster
Alun Ward

Looted Avt Reseavch Unit
Anne Webber
Dr David Brancaleone
Andrea Lehmann
Anika Skogstrom

Professional Advisers

United Kingdom Lawyers
Berwin Leighton Paisner, London
Blake Lapthorn Linnell, Oxford

United States Lawyers
Herzfeld & Rubin, PC, New York

United Kingdom Accountants
Wenn Townsend, Oxford

United States Accountants
Ernst & Young, New York

Statustics for 2002—3
Fellows of the Centre 10
Other academic staff 10
Visiting Fellows and Scholars 21
Other Resident Visiting Academics 42

Students who completed the MSt and Diploma Course 13
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Friends of the Oxford Centre for
Hebrew and Jewish Studies

ISRAELI FRIENDS
Patrons

Professor Haim Ben-Shahar
formerly President of the University of Tel Aviv

Gen. (res.) Shlomo Gazit
formerly President of Ben-Guvion University of the Negev

Professor Ephraim Katzir
President of the State of Isvael 1973-8

Professor Moshe Many
formerly President of the University of Tel Aviv

Yitzhak Navon
President of the State of Israel 1978-83

Rabbi Emanuel Rackman
formerly President of Bar-Ilan University

Chairman

Dr E. Zev Sufott

Treasurer

Dr George Mandel

Secretary
Professor David Wasserstein

AMERICAN FRIENDS

President
Professor Baruch Blumberg

Academic Divector
Professor Edna Nahshon

Treasurer
Jonathan Dorfman

Secretary
Cheryl Obedin-Rivkin
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Friends of the Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies

AUSTRALIAN FRIENDS

President
Sir Zelman Cowen

Chairman
Professor Alan Crown

Secretary

Orna Lankry
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Sources of Funding

DONATIONS AND COVENANTS

The Oxford Centre receives no government grants of any kind: it is a regis-
tered charity relying solely on the contributions of individuals and foundations
throughout the world. British contributors should note that if a donation is
made under gift aid, the Centre can reclaim tax, thereby significantly increas-
ing the value of the gift. American donations to the American Friends of the
Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies are tax deductible (the IRS
number is 13-2943469).

MAJOR DONORS

The Centre wishes to record its thanks to those individuals and institutions
who have given major donations (£5000,/$8000). In addition to the follow-
ing, the Centre also thanks those who have donated funds anonymously.

The Sidney and Elizabeth Corob Charitable Foundation
The Dixons Foundation
The Michael & Morven Heller Charitable Foundation
David Hyman Charitable Trust
The Stanley Kalms Foundation
The Catherine Lewis Foundation
Miss Eve Oppenheimer
The Edith and Ferdinand Porjes Charitable Trust
The Porter Foundation
Posen Foundation
The Rich Foundation
Mr Richard J Scheuer
The Steven H. and Alida Brill Scheuer Foundation
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Sources of Funding
Karen and Erich Segal Foundation
The S. R. M. Charitable Trust
The Skirball Foundation
Sternberg Charitable Foundation

The Wingate Foundation
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Donors of Books to the
Leopold Muller Memorial Library,
20022003

INDIVIDUALS

Jemal Ajiashvili
Igal Ben-Arich
Ehud Ben-Ezer
Yitzhak Ben-Ner
Lady Berlin
Mona Berman
Professor Steven Bowman
Dr Daniel Carpi
Professor Sergio DellaPergola
Professor Yuval Dror
Miriam Gamburd
Shulamit Gilboa
Haya Esther Godlevsky
Professor Jonathan Goldstein
Dr Yosef Govrin
Bob Guzzardi
Professor Bernard Jackson
Professor Andras Kovacs
Iddo Kressel
Professor Tom Levy
Dr Svante Lundgren
Professor Jodi Magness
Dr Ze’ev Mankowitz
Mrs I. Mayer
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Donors of Books to the Leopold Muller Memorial Library, 2002—2003

Dr David Patterson
Dr Winston Pickett
Professor Tessa Rajak
Dr Lena Ross
Madeea S4sini
Dr Jeremy Schonfield
Paul Shapiro
Professor Aharon Shemesh
Professor Ezra Spicehandler
Mr and Mrs R. Watts
Eric Weaver
Professor Jonathan Webber

INSTITUTIONS

Department of Yiddish, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
European Association of Jewish Studies, Oxford
Harehills Press, Newport Pagnell
Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington DC
Jewish Policy Research, London
Journal of Jewish Studies, Oxford
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Books Acquired for the Library
Through Special Funds
and Endowments

A) Books Acquired Through the Generosity of the Isaiah Berlin
Fund

Haumann, Heiko, A History of East European Jews (Budapest, New
York, 2002)

Katsh, Abraham 1., Yiggal Hazon: A 13" Century Barcelona
Manuscript of Unpublished Poems from the Golden Age of Spain in
the Baron David Guenzbury Collection in the Lenin Public Library
in Moscow (Jerusalem, 1979)

Katz, Jacob, Anti-Semitism: From Religious Hatred to Racial Rejec-
tion (Tel Aviv, 1979)

Neusner, Jacob, A History of the Jews in Babylonia, I: The Parthian
Period (Leiden, 1969)

Neusner, Jacob, A History of the Jews in Babylonia, II: The Early Sasa-
nian Period (Leiden, 1966)

Neusner, Jacob, A History of the Jews in Babylonia, I11: From Shapur I
to Shapur IT (Leiden, 1968)

Neusner, Jacob, A History of the Jews in Babylonia, V: Later Sasanian
Times (Leiden, 1970)

Rengstorf, Karl Heinrich, The Complete Concordance to Flavius Jose-
phus. 2 Vols (Leiden, Boston, Koln, 2002)

B) Yizkor Books Acquired Through the Generosity of the
Catherine Lewis Foundation*®

Berdyczew: Geven amol a shtot Berditshev | “There Was Once a Town
Called Berditshev’], Zvi Kaminski (Paris, 1952)

Bialystok: Khurbn Bialystok [“The Destruction of Bialystok’], S. Kot
(Buenos Aires, 1947)

Csenger: Sefer yizkor le-kedoshei Csenger, Povesalama ve-ba sevivah

* Titles followed by an asterisk appear in the work in question.
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Books Acquired for the Library Through Special Funds and Endownicnts

[‘Memorial Book of the Martyrs of Csenger, Porcsalma and Envi-
rons’], Sh. Friedmann (Tel Aviv, 1966)

France, Yugoslavia, Greece: Yidn wunter der stalyenisher okupatsye
[Jews Under the Italian Occupation’], Leon Poliakov, tr. Ester
Shtarkshtayn (s.1., s.d.)

Galicia: Pinkes Galicin [‘Memorial Book of Galicia’], ed. N. Zucker
(Buenos Aires: Former Residents of Galicia in Argentina, 1945)

Goniadz: Zekher le-hayehah ve-hurbanaly shel 7k Goniadz [‘In Memory
of the Life and Destruction of Goniadz’], N. Artsiel-Halpern (s.l.,
s.d.)

Jonawa: Yanove oyf di breges fun Vilje: tsum ondenk fun di khorev-
gevorene yidishe kebile in Yanove [*Yizkor Book in Memory of the
Jewish Community of Yanova’*], ed. Sh. Noy (Tel Aviv: Jonawa
Society, 1972)

Korczyna: Korczyna: sefer zikaron [‘Korczyna: Memorial Book’] (New
York: Committee of the Korczyna Memorial Book, 1967)

Kosow: Sefer Kosow Galicia ha-mizrahit [‘Memorial Book of Kosow —
Kosow Huculski’* ], eds G. Kressel and L. Oliczky (Tel Aviv: For-
mer Residents of Kosow and Vicinity in Israel, 1964)

Kovno: Kovno, ha-yahadut be-hurbanah |“The Destruction of Kovno
Jewry’*], ed. L. Garfunkel (Jerusalem, 1959)

Krakow: W trzecia rocznice zaglady getta w Krakowic [“The Third
Anniversary of Destruction of the Ghetto of Cracow’], eds M.
Borowicz, N. Rost and J. Wolf (Krakow, 194.6)

Krzywicze: Ner tami: yizkor le-Krivitsh [ ‘Kryvitsh Yizkor Book’* ], ed.
M. Bar-Ratzon (Tel Aviv: Krivitsh Societies in Israel and the Dias-
pora, 1977)

Latvia: Yidn in Letland [‘Jews in Latvia’], eds M. Bobe er a/ (Tel
Aviv: Association of Latvian and Estonian Jews in Isracel, 1971)

Lenin: Kebilat Lenin: sefer zikaron [“The Community of Lenin:
Memorial Book’* ], ed. M. Tamari (Tel Aviv: Former Residents of
Lenin in Israel and the USA, 1957)

Lithuania: Bleter fun yidish Lite [‘Lithuanian Jews: A Memorial
Book’*], ed. J. Rabinovich (Tel Aviv: Hamenora, 1974)

Lithuania: Pinkas ba-medina [“The Book of the Land (of Lithuania)’],
S. Dubnow (Berlin, 1925)

Lodz: Hurbn Lodz. 6 yor Nazi gehenem [‘Destruction of Lodz. Six
Years of Nazi Inferno’], ed. I. Tabakblatt (Buenos Aires, 1946)
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Books Acquired for the Library Through Special Funds and Endowments

Lublin: Lublin, shtot fun Toyre [‘Lublin, City of Torah’], eds Shemen
and Pomerantz (Toronto, 1951)

Macedonia:  Geut va-shever: prakim  be-toldot yehudey Makedonia
[‘Prime and Destruction: Episodes in the History of the Jews of
Macedonia’], Geni Lebel (s.1., s.d.)

Miskole: Kedoshei Miskole ve-ba-svivabh: ba-kehillot me-Hidasnemeti ad
Mezokovesd 11-me-Oz ad Szerenc [*Martyrs of Miskolc and Vicinity:
The Communities from Hidasnemeti to Mezokovesd and from
Ozd to Szerenc’], Shlomo Pasternak (Bnei Brak, 1970)

Monastir: Ir w-shmab Monstir [‘A City Called Monastir’], Uri Oren
(Tel Aviv, 1972)

Nowy Targ: Scfer Nowy Targ ve-ha-spivah [‘Remembrance Book of
Nowy Targ and Vicinity’*], ed. Michael Walzer-Fass (Tel Aviv:
Townspeople Association of Nowy Targ and Vicinity, 1979)

Opoczno: Sefer Opotshnab: yad va-shem le-kehilah she-harva [*The
Book of Opoczno’*], ed. Yitshak Alfasi (Tel Aviv: Association of
Emigrants from Opoczno and Vicinity, 1989)

Oradea: Sefer zikaron le-yahadur Grosswardein-Oraden-Nagyvarad ve-
ba-svivah, mishnat yisoda ve-ad-hurbanah [‘Memorial Book to the
Jews of Grosswardein-Oradea-Nagyvarad and Environs from its
Origins to its Destruction’], ed. Zvi Grossman (Tel Aviv: Gross-
wardein Society in Israel, 1984)

Ostrowiec: Ostrovee, geheylikt dem ondenk fun Ostrovtse, Apt... [ ‘Ostro-
vtse, Dedicated to the Memory of Ostrovtse, Apt...’], (Buenos
Aires: Former Residents of Ostrovtse... in Argentina, 1949)

Paris: Yidn in Pariz: Materyaln fur Yidisher Geshikbte [‘Jews in Paris:
Materials on Jewish History’], Y. Kornhendler (s.l., s.d.)

Pinczow: Sefer zikaron le-kehilar Pintshev: in Pintshev togt shoynt nisht
[‘A Book of Memory of the Jewish Community of Pinczow,
Poland’*], ed. M. Shener (Tel Aviv: Former Residents of Pinczow
in Tsrael in the Diaspora, 1970)

Piotrkow Trybunalski: Piotrkow Trybunalski ve-ha-svivah [ Piotrkow
Trybunalski and Vicinity’*], eds Y. Meltz and N. Lau (Tel Aviv:
Former Residents of Piotrkow Trybunlski in Israel, 1965)

Plonsk: Scfer Plonsk ve-ha-svivah [‘Memorial Book of Plonsk and
Vicinity’*], ed. Sh. Zemah (Tel Aviv: Former Residents of Plonsk
in Isracl, 1963)
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Books Acquired for the Libravy Through Specinl Funds and Endowments

Podlasie: Podlasic in Umbum [ ‘Destruction of Podlasie’], ed. M. Fay-
genboim (Munich, 1948)

Poland: Megiles Poyln [‘The Scrolls of Poland’], Leo Finkelstein
(Buenos Aires, 1947)

Romania: Teg fun Veg: Kronik fun yetsies Rumenye nokh der Hitler-
mapole biz der etablivung fun medinat Yisroel [‘On the Road:
Chronicle of the (Jewish) Exodus from Romania from the Fall of
Hitler to the Establishment of the State of Israel’], Tani Solomon-
Maaravi, tr. H. Robinson (s.1., s.d.)

Romania: Yahadut Romania be-manvak hatsalatab [ ‘Romanian Jewry
Fighting for Redemption’], T. Lavi (s.l., s.d.)

Saloniki: In Memoriam. Hommage aux victims Juives en Grece [‘In
Memoriam. Homage to the Jewish Victims in Greece’], ed. M.
Molho (Thessaloniki, 1973)

Slovakia: Shoat Yehudei Slovakia. Twmunot ve-mesmakhim Bratislava
[‘The Destruction of Slovakian Jewry: Photographs and Docu-
ments’], F. Steiner (Bratislava, s.d.)

Sokolow: In shotn fun Treblinka. Khuvrbn Sokolow-Podlaski [‘In the
Shadow of Treblinka. The Destruction of Sokolow-Podalski’], S.
Polakiewicz (Tel Aviv: Sokolow-Podlaski Society, 1957)

Sosnowiec: Zagtada Zydéw Sosnowca [‘Destruction of Sosnowiec
Jewry’ |, Nathan Eliasz Szternfinkiel (Katowice, 1946)

Tarnow: Yahadut Tarnov ve-irgunci ha-noar [‘Jews of Tarnow and
the Youth Movements’], E. Ramon (Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, s.d.)
Tiszafured: A Tiszafuredi Zsidosng Tortenete es Demografinga, Orbanne

Szego Agnes (Tiszafured, 1995)

Turzec: Kehilot Turzec ve-Jeremicze: sefer zikaron [“The Communities
of Toorets and Yeremitz: Book of Rememberance’], eds M.
Walzer-Fass and M. Kaplan (Isracl: Turzec and Jeremicze Societies
in Isracl and America, 1978)

Uscilug (Ostila): Le-zekher kebilar Ostila [‘In Memory of the Uscilug
Community’], (s.1., s.d.)

Vilna: Vilner Geto, 1941-1944 [“The Vilna Ghetto, 1941-1944°], Avra-
ham Sutzkever (s.l., s.d.)

Vilna: Yerusholaym de-Lita in hamf un umbum: zikbroynes fun Vilner
geto [ ‘Jerusalem of Lithuania in War and Destruction: Recollections
of the Vilna Ghetto’], Mark Dworzecki (s.l., s.d.)

Warsaw: Azoy iz es geven ... Hurbn Varshe [‘Once Upon a Time ...
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Books Acquired for the Library Through Special Funds and Endowments

Destruction of Warsaw’], eds J. Turkow, Y. Ben and T. Raykh
(Buenos Aires, 1948)

Warsaw: Der oyfsbtand in Varshaver Geto: 19—ter April-16—ter Mai 1043
[“The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising: 19 April — 16 May 1943’], Y. Kermisz
(s.l., s.d.)

Warsaw: Geshilhte fun Yidn in Varshe [‘History of the Jews in War-
saw’ ], Yakov Shatzky (s.1., s.d.)

Warsaw: Pinkes Varshe [‘Record Book of Warsaw’), eds P. Katz e al
(Buenos Aires: Residents of Warsaw and Surroundings in
Argentina, 1955)

Warsaw: Varshaver heyf: mentshn un geshenishn [ ‘Courtyards of War-
saw: People and Events’], A. Teitlboim (Buenos Aires, 1947)

Zolkiew: Zaglada Zydow Zolkicwskich [“The Destruction of Zolkiew
Jewry’|, G. Taftet (Lodz, 1946)

C) Books Acquired Through the Generosity of Jack Lunzer

Yadin, Yigael (ed.), Masadn: Yigael Yadin Excavations 1963-1965.
Final Reports. 6 Vols (Jerusalem, 1989-99)

Reif, Stefan, Hebrew Manuscripts at the Cambridge University Library:
A Description and Introduction (Cambridge, 1997)

Reif, Stefan, The Cambridge Genizab Collections: Their Contents and
Significance (Cambridge, 2002)

Schreckenberg, H., Bibliographic zu Flavius Josephus (Leiden, 1968)

Boucher, W., Spinoza in English: A Bibliography from the Seventeenth
Century to the Present (Leiden, 1991)

D) Books Acquired Through the Generosity of the Hans and
Rita Oppenheimer Fund

Adelson, A., Lapides, R. (eds), Lodz Ghetto: Inside a Community
Under Siege (New York, 1989)

Apel, Dora, Memory Effects: The Holocaust and the Art of Secondary
Witnessing (New Brunswick, NJ and London, 2002)

Gertner, Jehoshua and Danek, Home is No More: The Destruction of
the Jews of Kosow and Zabie (Jerusalem, 2000)
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